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The S olmd%

Tur boy with fair hair lowered lumself down the last few
feet of rock and began to pick his way towards the lagoon
‘Though he had taken off his school sweater and trailed 1t now
from one hand, his grey shurt stuck to bum 2and his hate was
plastered to his forehead All round hum the long scar smashed
1nto the jungle was 2 bath of heat He was clambering heavily
among the creepers and broken trunks when a bird, 2 viston
of red and yellow, flashed upwards with a witch like cry, and
this cry was echoed by another

SH1l” 1t said, *wait 2 munute!®

‘The undergrowth at the side of the scar was shaken and 2
multrtede of ratndrops fell pattening

“Wait a minute,” the vorce said ‘1 got caught up °

‘The fair boy stopped and jerked hus stockings with an auto
matic gesture that made the jungle scem for a moment like the
Home Counttes

The voice spoke agatn

‘I can’t bardly move with 1l these creeper things *

‘The owner of the voice came backing out of the under-
growth so that twigs scratched on a greasy wind breaker The
naked crooks of his knees were plump, caught and scratched
by thoras He bent down, removed the thorns carefully, and
turned round He was shorter than the fair boy and very fat
He came forward, searching out safe lodgements for hus feet,
and then looked up through thick spectacles

“Where’s the man with the megaphone?’

‘The fatr boy shook his head

“Thus 15 an 1sland At least I think 1t’s an ssland That’s a
1eef out 1n the sea. Perhaps there aren’t any grown ups any-
where.”

The fat boy looked startled.

“There was that pllot But he wasa’t 1n the passenger tube,
he was up 1n the cabin in front *

7
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The fair boy was peening at the reef through screwed up
eyes
“All them other hids,” the fat boy went on *Some of them
must have got out They must have, mustn’t they?’

The fair boy began to pick his way as casvally as possible
towards the water He tried to be offhand and not too ob-
viously uninterested, but the fat boy hurried after um

‘Aren’t there any grown-ups at all?’

‘I don’t think so *

The fair boy sad this solemnly, but then the delight of 2
realized ambition overcame him In the middle of the scar be
stood on his head and grinned at the reversed fat boy.

‘No grown upsl®

‘The fat boy thought for a moment

“That pilot *

‘The fair boy allowed hus feet to come down and sat on the
steamy earth .

“He must have flown off after he dropped vs He couldn’

land here Not 1n a plane with wheels *

“We was attacked!’

‘He’ll be back all night *

‘The fat boy shook his head

“When we was conung down I looked throngh one of them
windows I saw the other part of the plane There were flames

coming out of 1t >

He looked up and dowan the scar

“And this 13 what the tube done ’

The fair boy reached out and touched the jagged end of 2

trunk For a moment he looked 1aterested y
“What happened to 1t>° he asked ‘Where’s 1t got to now?
“That storm dragged 1t out to sea It wasn’t half dangeross

with all them tree trunks falling There must have been some

Jrds stillan ot ?

He hesitated for a moment then spoke agatn,

“What’s your name?’

“Ralph *

The fat boy watted to be asked hts name m turg but this
proffer of acquaintance was pot made, the fair boy called

Ralph smiled vaguely, stood up, and began to make his way
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once more towards the lagoon The fat boy hung steadily at
lus shoulder

“I expect there’s a Jot more of us scattered about You
haven't seen any others have you?”

Ralph shook s head and increased hus speed Then he
trpped over 2 branch and came down with a crash

The fat boy stood by hum, breathing hard

‘My auntie told e not to run,’ be explamed, ‘on account
of my asthma.’

“Ass mar>

“That’s right Can’t catch me breath I was the only boy in
our school what had asthma,’ sasd the fat boy with 2 touch of
prde ‘And ¥ ve been weanng specs since I was three”

He took off hus glasses and held them out to Ralph, blinking
and smiling, and then started to wipe agamnst us grubby wind
breaker An expression of pan and inward concentratton
altered the pale contours of hus face He smeared the sweat
from s cheeks and quckly adjusted the spectacles on us
nose

“Them frut *

He glanced round the scar

“Them frugt,” he sard, ‘T expect -

He put on s glasses, waded away from Ralph, and
crouched down among the tangled fclxagc

‘i bc out again 1n just 2 munute —

led himse

1

and stole away
th:o“gh the branches In a few seconds the fat boy’s grunts
‘wese behind lnm and he was hurrying tow ards the screen that
still lay between hum and the lagoon He chimbed over a
broken trunk and was out of the jungle

The shore was fledged with palm trees ‘These stoad or
leaned or reclined against the Light and thesr green feathers
‘were 2 hundred feet up 1 the a1rr The ground beneath them
‘was a bank covered with coarse grass, torn everywhere by the
upheavals of fallen trees, scattered with decaying cocoguts and
palm saplings Behind this was the darkness of the forest
proper and the open space of the scar Ralph stood, one hand
aganst a grey trank, and screwed wp fus eyes aganst the
shimmenng water Out there, perbaps a mile away, the white
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‘Then he opened the zipper with decision and pulled the
whole wind btesker over his head

*Therel”

Ralph looked at hum side long and said nothing

‘I expect we’ll want to know all their names,” sard the fat
boy, ‘and make a st We ought to have a meeting *

Ralph did not take the hunt so the fat boy was forced to
continue

‘I don’t care what they call me,’ he said confidentally, “so
long as they don’t call me what they used to call me at school *

Ralph was famtly 1nterested

“What was that>

“The fat boy glanced over his shoulder, then leaned towards
Ralph

He whispered

“They used to call me “Piggy” *

Ralph shrieked with laughter He jumped up

‘Piggy! Pigayl®

‘Ralph - pleasel”

Piggy clasped hus hands 1n apprehension

‘Usad T didn’t want - °

‘Piggy! Piggyl’

Ralph danced out into the hot air of the beach and then
returned as 2 fighter plane, with wings swept back, and
machine gunned Piggy

“Sche a2 owl’

He dived sn the sand at Piggy’s feet and lay there laughing

‘Piggy!”

Piggy gunned reluctantly, pleased despite himself at even
this much recognition

‘So long as you don’t tell the others — *

Ralph giggled tato the sand The expression of pain and
concentration returned to Prggy’s face

‘Half a sec *

He hastened hack into the forest. Ralph stood up and
teatted slong to the nght

Hege the beach was interrupted abruptly by the square motif
of the landserpe, a great plitform of pink granste thrust up
uncompromisingly through forest and terrace and sand and
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lapoon to make a rassed jetty four feet high, The top of ths
was covered with a thin layer of sol and coarse grass 22

shaded with young palm trees, There was not enough sou for
them to grow to any height and when they reached perhaps
twenty feet they fell and drnied, forming a criss-cross patterd
of trunhs, very consentent to siton The palms that still stood
made a grreen roof, covered on the underside with a quivena
tangle of seflections from the lagoon. Ralph hauled humsek
on to this platform, noted the coolness and shade, shut 0ot
eye, and decrded that the shadows on lus body were really
green He picked his way to the scaward edge of the phu’an!:
and stood looking down mto the water. It was clear to th;
bottom and bright with the cfilorescence of tropical weed an

coral Aschool of iy, gltttering fisk flicked hither and thither
Ralph spoke to lumself, sounding the bass stnngs of delight.

‘Whizzoh!”

Beyond the platform there was mote enchantment. Some
act of God -a typhoon perhaps, or the storm that had ac-
companied hus own arrival - had banked sand tnside !hdﬂl
Lagoon so that there was a long, deep pool 1 the beach wi ¥
a high ledge of pink granite at the further end Ralph h’f
been deceived before now by the spectous appearance O
depth 10 a beach pool and he approached this one prepariig
to be disappornted Bur the 1sland mn true to form and the
sncredible pool, which clearly was only invaded by the se2 :;:
high tide, was so deep at one end as to be dark green RalPd
saspected the whole thirty yards carcfully and then plunge
sn The water was warmer than his bloed and he might bave
been swimming tn 2 huge bath a

Piggy appeared again, sat on the rocky ledge, and watche!
Ralph’s green and white body enviously

“You can’t half swim *

Piggy "

Piggy took off his shoes and socks, ranged them carefully
on the ledge, and tested the water with one toe.

“It’s hot!*

‘What did you expect ?’

‘I didn’t expect nothing My auntie — *

“Sucks to your auntel”
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Ralph did a surface dive and swam under water with his
eyes open, the sandy edge of the pool loomed up like 2 hall
side He turned over, bolding his nose, and a golden light
danced and shattered just ovet hs face Piggy was looking
determned and began to take off his shorts Presently he was
palely and fatly naked He tiptoed down the sandy stde of the
pool, and sat there up to his neck in water souhing proudly at
Ralph

‘Aren’t you going to swim?’

Pippy shook his head

‘I can’t swim I wasn't allowed My asthma ~*

“Sucks to your ass marl’

Piggy bore this with a sort of humble patience

“You can’t half swim well *

Ralph paddled backwards down the slope, immersed his
mouth, and blew 2 jet of water into the air Then he lifted his
chin and spoke.

‘I could swim when I was five Daddy tavght me He'sa
commander 1n the Navy When he gets leave he’ll come and
rescue us What’s your father?’

Piggy flushed suddenly

‘My dad’s dead,” he said gmickly, ‘and my mum - ?

He took off hus glasses and looked vauly for somethung
with which to clean them

“Lused to live with my auntie She kept a sweet-shop Iused

to get ever so many sweets As many as I hked. When'll your
dad rescue us??

‘Soon as he can’

Prgpy rose drpping from the water and stood naked, clean-
1ng hus glasses with 2 sock, ‘The only sound that reached them
now through the heat of the morning was the long, gnnding
roar of the breakers on the reef

‘How does he know we’te hete??

Ralph lolled 1 the water Slecp eaveloped him lihe the
swathiog mirages that were wresting with the bnibance of
the lagoon.

‘How does be know we'se hered®

Because, thought Ralph, because, because. The roar from
the reef beeame very distant,
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‘They'd tell lum at the aurport.”

Piggy shook hus head, put on his flashing glasses, and looked
down at Ralph.

*Not them, Didn’t you hear what the pilot said® About the
atom bomb. They’re all dead.”

Ralph pulled himself out of the water, stood facing Piges
and considered this unusual problem.

Piggy persisted.

“Thus an island, 1sn’ 1¢3* 5

‘I climbed a rock,’ sard Ralph slowly, ‘and I think this 1s 20
1sland.”

“They’re all dead,” said Piggy, “an’ this is an island. Nobod'y
don’t know we're here. Your dad don’t Lnow, nobody don't
know - *

His lips quivered and the spectacles were dimmed with must.

‘We may stay here tll we die?

With that word the heat seemed to increase tll 1t became 2
threatening weight and the lagoon attacked them with 2
blinding effulgence.

‘Get my clothes,” muttered Ralph. ‘Along there *

He trotted through the sand, enduning the sun’s enmity,
ctossed the platform and found his scattered clothes. To put
on a grey shirt once more was' strangely pleasing. ‘Then be
chimbed the edge of the platform and sat i the green shade on
a conventent trunk. Piggy hauled himself up, carrying most of
bus clothes under his arms, Then he sat carefully on a fallea
trunk near the littde cliff that fronted the lagoon; and the
tangled reflections quivered over him,

Presently he spoke,

‘We got to find the others. We got to do somethung *

Ralph said nothing Here was a coral 1sland Protected from
the sun, ignonng Piggy’s dl-omened talk, he dreamed
pleasantly.

Piggy 1nsisted.

‘How many of us are there*

Ralph came forward and stood by Piggy.

‘I don’t know.?

Here and there, Little breezes crept over the polished waters

beneath the haze of heat, When these breezes reached the plat-
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form the palm fronds would whisper, so that spots of blurred
sunlight shid over their bodies or moved like bright, winged
things 1n the shade

Piggy looked up at Ralph All the shadows on Ralph’s
face were reversed, green above, brght below from the
lagoon A blur of sunlight was crawling across hts baw

“We got to do something ”

Ralph looked through lum Here at last was the imagined
but never fully reahized place leaping wnto real hfe Ralph’s
lips parted 1n a delighted smile and Piggy, taking this
smile to humself as a mark of recognition, laughed with
pleasure

“If 1t really 15 an ssland - *

‘What’s that?”

Ralph had stopped smiling and was pomting nto the
lagoon Something creamy lay among the ferny weeds

‘A stone.”

‘No A shell®

Suddenly Piggy was 2 bubble with decorous excitement

‘Snight 1t’s a shell 1 seen one like that before On some-
one’s back wall. A conch he called 1t. He used to blow 1t and
then lus mum would come It's ever so valuable -

Near to Ralph’s elbow, a palm sapling leaned out over the
lagoon Indeed, the weight was already pulling a lump from
the poor soil and soon 1t would fall He tore out the stem and
began to poke about m the water, while the brilltant fish
flicked away on this side and that Piggy leaned dangerously.

‘Carefull You'll break 1t ~°

‘Shut up *

Ralph spoke absently The shell was interesting and pretty
and a worthy plaything but the vivid phantoms of his day-
dream still taterposed between him and Piggy, who tn this
context was an irrelevance ‘The palm sapling, bending, pushed
the shell actoss the weeds Ralph used one hand as a fulesum
and pressed dowa with the other tll the shell rose, dupping,
and Pigpy could make a grab

Now the shell was no longer a thing seen but not to be
touched, Ralph too became excited Piggy babbled FE

‘-2 vonch, ever 5o expensive. 1 bet if you wanted +~
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one, you'd have to pay pounds and pounds and pounds -be
had 1t on his garden wall, and my auntie -’

Ralph took the shell from Piggy and a little water ran dov®
his arm In colour the shell was deep cream, touched here and
there with fading pink, Between the pomnt, worn away nto?
little hole, and the pink lips of the mouth, lay eighteen snchet
of shell with a shight spral twist and covered with a delicatt,
embossed pattern Ralph shook sand out of the deep tube

¢ moo-ed ke a cow,’ he satid “He had some white stoncs
00, an” 2 bird cage with a green parsot He dida’t blow the
white stones, of course, an’ he said -

Piggy paused for breath and stroked the glisteniog thing
that Jay tn Ralph’s bands

‘Ralphl®

Ralph looked up

“We can use this to call the others Have a meeting They'l
come when they hear us —*

He beamed at Ralph

*That was what you meant, didn’t you ? That’s why you §o¢
the conch out of the water?®

Ralph pushed back his fair hate

‘How dud your friend blow the conch?’

*He kind of spat,” sud Piggy My auntte wouldn’t let me
blow on account of my asthma He said you blew from down
hete * Piggy laid 2 hand on hus jutting abdomen, “You i
Ralph You’ll ezl the others *

Doubtfully, Ralph I21d the small end of the shell agamst bis
mouth and blew There came a rushing sound from 1ts mout
but nothing more Ralph wiped the salt water off his Lips sod
tried again, but the shell remarned sitent

*He kind of spat.”

Ralph pursed hus lips and squirted atr into the shell, which
emutted a Jow, farting nosse Thus amused both boys 50 much
that Ralph went on squirting for some minutes, between bovts
of laughter

‘He blew from down here *

Ralph grasped the 1dea and hut the shell with aix from bis
dizphmagm Immedutely the thing sounded. A decp, hars
note boomed under the palms, spread through the atricacies
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of the fosest and echoed back from the pak grantte of the
mountain Clouds of birds rose from the teee tops, and some
thing squealed and ran 1 the undergrowth

Ralph took the shell away from hus kips

‘Goshl’

His ordinary voice sounded bike a whisper after the harsh
note of the conch He laid the conch agatnst hus hps, took a
decp breath and blew once more The note boomed agan
and then at his firmer pressure, the note, Rukiag up an octave,
became 2 strsdent blare more penetrating than before Piggy
was shouting something, his face pleased, hus glasses flashing
The birds cried, small ammals scuttered Ralph’s breath
falled, the note dropped the octave, became a low wubber,
was a rush of air

‘The conch was silent, a gleanung tusk, Ralph’s face was
dark with breathlessness and the air over the 1sland was full
of bird clamour and echoes ninging

‘I bet you can hear that for mules *

Ralph found his breath and blew a sertes of short blasts

Piggy exclumed “Thete’s onel”

A child had appeared among the palms, about 2 hundred
yards along the beach He was a boy of perhaps six years,
sturdy and fair, his clothes totn, his face covered with 2
sticky mess of fruit His trousers bad been lowered for 2n
obvious purpose and had only been pulled back half way He
jumped off the palm terrace 1nto the <and and his trousers fell
about ks ankles, he stepped out of them and trotted ta the
platform Piggy helped him up Meanwhile Ralph conttnued
to blow till voices shouted 1n the forest, The small boy
squatted 1n front of Ralph, looking up brightly and vertically
As he recerved the reassutance of something purposeful being
done he began to look satssfied, and bus only clean digit, a
pink thumb, slid 1nto hs mouth.

Piggy leaned down to hum.

‘What's yer name?*

‘Jobnay *

Piggy muttered the name to humself and then shouted 1¢ to
Ralph, who was not interested because he was stll blowtag
His face was dark with the violent pleasure of making this
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stupendous notse, and his heart was malung the stretched
shurt shake The shouting in the forest was nearer

S1gns of life were visible now on the beach The sand
trembling beneath the heat haze, concealed many figures o1
its mules of length, boys were making thetr way towards the
platform through the hot, dumb sand Three small chiddres,
1o older than Johnny, appeared from starthingly close at hand
whete they had been gorging frust 1n the forest A darl lntle
boy, not much younger than Piggy, parted a tangle of under
growth, walked on to the platfortm, and smuled cheerfully at
everybedy More and more of them came Taking their cue
from the 1nnocent Johnny, they sat down on the fallen palm
trunks and warted Ralph continued to blow short, penetratiag
blasts Piggy moved among the crowd, asking names an
frowning to remember them The children gave him the same
simple obedtence that they had given to the men with mega
phones Some were naked and carrying therr clothes others
half naked, or more or less dressed, ta school untforms, greys
blue, fawn, jacketed or jerseyed There were badges, mottoes
even, stripes of colour n stockings and pullovers Ther
heads clustered above the trunks 1n the green shade heads
brown, farr, black, chestnut, sandy, mouse-coloured, heads
muttering, whispering, heads full of eyes that watched Ralph
and speculated Something was being done

Thke children who came along the beach, singly or 11 twos,
leapt 1nto visibtlity when they crossed the line from heat haze
to nearer sand Here, the eye was first attracted to a black, bat
like creature that danced on the sand, and only later percclved
the body above 1t The bat was the child s shadow, shrunk by
the vertreal sun to g patch between the hurrying fect. Even
while he blew, Ralph noticed the last parr of bodies that
teached the platform above z fluttering patch of black The
two boys, bullet headed and with harr like tow, flung them
sclves down and lay grinnung and Panting at Ralph like dogs

€Y Were twins, and the eyc was shocked and incredulous 2t
such cheery duplication They breathed together, they grnnned
together, they were chunky and vital, They rased wet lips at
Ralph, for they seemed provided with not quite enough skin,
so that their profiles were blurred and their mouths pulled
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open Piggy bent s flashing glasses to them and could be
heatd between the blasts, tepeating their names

‘Sam, Eric, Sam, Eric”’

Then he got muddled, the twins shook their heads and
pointed at each other and the crowd langhed

Atlast Ralph ceased to blow and sat there, the conch trailing
from one hand, his head bowed on his knees As the echoes
died away so did the laughter, and there was silence

Within the diamond haze of the beach something datk was
fumbling along Ralph saw 1t first, and watched till the intent
ness of his gaze drew all eyes that way Then the creature
stepped from mirage on to clear sand, and they saw that the
datkness was not all shadow but mostly clothing The creature
was a party of boys, marching approximately in step 1 two
parallel lines and dressed 1n strangely eccentric clothing
Shorts, shirts, and different garments they cartied tn ther
hands but each boy wore 2 square black cap with a silver
badge 1n 1t. Their bodies, from throat to ankle, were hidden
by black cloaks which bore a long siver cross on the left
breast and each neck was finsshed off with 2 hamboge £rill. The
heat of the fropics, the descent, the search for food, and now
this sweaty march along the blazing beach had given them the
complexions of newly washed plums The boy who controlled
them was dressed 1n the same way though his cap badge was
golden When hus party was about ten yards from the platform
he shouted 20 order and they halted, gasping, sweating, sway
1ng 10 the fierce Uight The boy himself came forward, vaulted
on to the platform with hus cloak flying, and peered 1nto what
to hum was almost complete darkness

‘Where's the man with the trumpet >’

Ralph, sensing s sun blindaess, answered him

“There’s no man with a trumpet. Only me.”

The boy came close and pected down at Ralph, screwsng up
his face 2s he did so What he saw of the fur haired boy with
the creamy shell on his knees did not seem to satisfy i, He
turned quiclly, tus black cloak ctecling

“Isn't these a shup, then?’

Inside the floating cloak he was tall, thin, and bony znd hrs
harr was red beneath the blach cap His face was crumpled and |
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freckled, and ugly without sillness Out of this face stared
two light blue eyes, frustrated now, and turning, of ready 10
turn, to anger

‘Isn’t there 2 man here?’

Ralph spoke to his back

“No We’te having a meeting Come and join 12t ’

The group of cloaked boys began to scattee from close line
The tall boy shouted at them

‘Chotr! Stand stilll”

Weartly obedient the choir huddled nto line and st ¢
there swaying in the sun None the less, some began to protes
fantly N

‘But, Mernidew Please, Mersidew can t we? e

Then ane of the boys flopped on his face 1n the sand and
line broke up They heaved the fallen boy to the platform ;"d
let um he Merridew, Ius eyes staring made the best of a ba
job

All night then 51t down Let hum alone”

‘But Mernidew * dm

“He’s always throwing a fant,” satd Merndew ‘?9 du
Gib , and Addss, and at matins over the precentor bo

This last piece of shop brought sniggets from the choir W
perched Like black bieds on the criss-cross trunks and €X
amined Ralph with interest. Piggy asked no names He was md

dated by this fe d sup amdtheofﬂlmf
authonty 1 Merridew’s voice He shrank to the other side of
Ralph and busied himself with s glasses

Merridew turned to Ralph

¢Aren t there any grown ups?’

“No*

Mernidew sat down on a trunk and looked round the

“Then we'll have to look after ourselves *

Sccure on the other side of Ralph Piggy spoke umedly

‘That’s why Ralph made a meeting So as we can dearde
what to do We’ve heard names That’s Johnny Those %0
~ they’te twins, Sam ’n Eric. Which 1s Eric - ? You? No~
you re Sam -’

‘Im Sam-~"°

“n I'm Enc.’

o0d

arcle
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“We'd better all have names,” satd Ralph, ‘so I’m Ralph’
*We got most names,’ said Piggy “Got "em just now
‘Kids’ names,’ sad Merndew ‘Why should I be Jack?
T'm Merndew
Ralph turned to him quichly This was the votce of one who
knew his own mund
\“Then,’ went on Piggy, ‘that boy - I forges->
“Youw’re talking too much,’ said Jack Mernidew ‘Shut up,
Fasty "
Laughter arose.
‘He’s not Fatty,” cried Ralph, ‘his real name’s Piggyl®
‘Piggyl’
‘Pigayl’
‘Oh, Piggyl®
A storm of laughter arose and even the tintest child josned
10 For the moment the boys wete a closed ciscutt of sympathy
with Pigay outside he went very pink, bowed his head, and
“cleaned hus glasses agam
Finally the laughter died away and the namuag continued
There was Maurice, next 1 size among the chote boys to
Jack, but broad and grunniag all the time There was a slight,
furtive boy whom no one kaew, who kept to himself with an
nnerintensity of avardance and secrecy He muttered that his
name was Roger and was silent again Bl Robett Harold,
Henry, the chotr boy who had fainted sat up aganst a palm
trunk, smuled pallidly at Ralph and sad that hus name was
Simon
Jack spoke
‘We've ot to deaide about being rescued.”
There was 2 buzz One of the small boys, Henry satd that
he wanted to go home
‘Shut up,’ sasd Ralph absently He lifted the conch “Seems
:})ugc we ought to have a chief to deaide things > ‘A chucfl A
1
‘I ought to be chief,’ sud Jack with simple arrogance,
‘because I'm chapter chomster 20d head boy 1 can sing
Csharp*
Another buzz.
‘Well then ’ sad Jack, ‘17
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He hesitated “The darl boy, Roger, sturred at last and spo
up
“‘Let’s have = vote.”
‘Yesl’
“Vote for chiefl”
‘Let’s vote - * &
This toy of votng was almost as pleasing “dd;':o:ntb‘
Jack started to protest but the clamour change: £ Ralph
gencral wish for a chief to an election by acclam oson ot
himself None of the boys could have found googl":’o Pugsy
this, what telligence had been shown was traceable e
while the most obvious leader was Jack But there “;:crt s
ness about Ralph as he sat that marked lum out e
his size, and attractive appearance, and most obsbcﬂl; hat
most powerfully, there was the conch The be hgtforﬂ‘
had blown that, had sat waiting for them on the ]:vas et
with the delicate thing balanced on hus knees,
apart
‘Him with the shell *
“‘Ralphl Ralph!® ,
‘Let him be chief with the trumpet thing
Ralph rased a hand for silence
‘All right Who wants Jack for chief?’
With dreary obedience the chor raised thesr hands
‘Who wants me?* 5 cassed
Every hand outside the chotr except Piggy’s wasd ingly
tmmediately Then Piggy, too, rased his hand grodg
into the air
Ralph counted
‘I’'m chief then * £ 3p
The circle of boys broke into applause Even the cho! s
plauded, and the freckles on Jack’s face disappeared un .
blush of mortification He started up, then changed his ‘lz:un
and sat down agan while the air rang Ralph looked at 2™
eager to offer something
“The choir belongs to you, of course,’
They could be the army —*
‘Or hunters —
“They could be - *
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‘The suffusion drained away from Jack’s face Ralph waved
agam for silence \

“ Jack’s 10 charge of the chotr They can be ~ what d/o.youl
want them to be? 12 L,

‘Hunters * e

Jack and Ralph smuled 4t each other with iy fiking The
est began to talk eagerly ™~ /‘/g

Jack stood up

*All night, chotr Take off your togs*

As if released from class, the choir boys stood up chattered,
pried therr black cloaks on the grass Jack laid hus on the trunk
by Ralph His grey shorts were sticking to him with sweat
Ralph glanced at them admuringly, and when Jack saw hs
glance he explained

‘I tried to get over that hill to see if there was water all
round But your shell called us”

Ralph smiled and held vp the conch for silence

“Lasten, everybody Ive got to have ime to think things
out I can't decide what to do straight off If thus snt an
island we might be rescued straight away So we ve got to
decide of this 15 an sland Bverybody must stay round here
and wait and not go away Three of us ~ 1f we take mote we d
get all mixed, and lose each other - three of us will go on an
expedition and find out I'll go, and Jack, and, and ~ °*

He looked round the circle of eager faces There was no
Iack of boys to choose from

‘And Simon *

‘The boys round Simon giggled, and he stood up, laughing
a httle Now that the pallor of tus famnt was over, he was a
skinay, vivid little boy, with a glance coming up from under
a hut of straght hair that hung down, black and coarse

He nodded at Ralph

‘Il come?

‘And Y-’

Jack snasched from behind hum 2 sizesble sheath Loufe and
clouted 1t into a trunk ‘The buzz rose and died away

Piggy stirred
‘11 come*



24 LORD OF THE FLIES

“You’re no good on a job like this.”

“All the same -~ , ar

“We don’t want you,” said Jack, flatly, “Three’s enoug™

Piggy’s glasses flashed

‘I%Is w%th him when he found the conch, T was withb2
before anyone else was * 1

Jack and the others paid no attention. There was G‘;‘:
dispersal Ralph, Jack, and Simon jumped off the ph h°"
and walked along the sand past the bathing-pool. Piggy b3
bumbling behind them. beq &

“If Symon walks 1 the middle of us,” said Ralph, ‘thes
could talk over his head * ot

‘The three of them fell 1nto step ‘This meant that every i
and then Simon had to do a double shuffle to catch up “';y
the others. Presently Ralph stopped and tuzned back to Pig

‘Look.*

Jack and Simon pretended to notice nothing They walted
on

“You can’t come.’

Piggy's glasses were nusted again — this time with
ation.

‘You told "em After what T saud.”

His face flushed, his mouth trembled.

‘After I said I didn't want~*

*What oa earth are you tatking about? o
“About beng called Pipgy 1 sad I didn't care 33 ors
they didn't eall me Piggy, 20° 1 sard not to tel} and then yo!

went an’ sand straght oot - *

Sullness descended on them Ralph, looking with 1
wedentanding at Pipgy, saw that he was burt and erusbed
Lovered bets een the two courses of apolopy or furtber 157 =

‘Better Tirey than Pas,” Fe 52 d at Lase, with the et
re1s of penuie~ lesdent p, *snd anyway, I'm sorry if yoet n"
Pie tfar Now po back, Pigpy, and take pames Thit# I
jehe Saoep® g

He romed and raced af or e other two, Pippy 1tord 375
e seme ¢ Find zraran faded slowly froes by cheeks He 9€
Bark e e Pl ey,

The thoer be vy wathed 11 okl o the sand The o ¥9

pomil

Ore
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low and there was a stup of weed strewn beach that was
almost as firm as a road A kind of glamour was spread over
them and the scene and they were conscious of the glamour
and made happy by 1t They turned to each other, laughing
excitedly, talking, not hstening The air was bright Ralph,
faced by the task of translating all this 1nto an explanation,
stood on hus head and fell over When they had done laughing,

. Simon stroked Ralph’s arm shyly, and they had to langh
again

‘Come on,” said Jack presently, *we’re explorers *

‘We'll go to the end of the island,’ sad Ralph, ‘and Jook
round the corner

“If it 15 an 1sland - *

Now, towards the end of the afternoon, the mirages werc
setthing a little, They found the end of the ssland, quite dis
tinet and not magicked out of shape or sense There was 2
yumble of the usual squareness, with one great block sitting
out 1n the lagoon Sea birds were nesting there

‘Like seing,” sad Ralph, ‘on a pinh cake’

‘We shan’t see round thus corner,” satd Jack, *because there
sa’t one. Oaly 2 slow curve - and you can see, the rocks get
worse~*

Ralph shaded hus eyes and followed the jagged outhae of
the erags up towards the mountun This part of the beach was
nearer the mountain than any other that they had scen

‘We'll ty chimbing the mountain from hete,” be sad. *I
should think this 15 the easiest way There’s less of that jungly
stuff, and more pmk rock. Come on°

The three boys began to scramble up Some unknown force
had v renched and shattered these cubes so that they Iay askew,
ofien piled dimmushingly on each other The most usual
feature of the rock was a pink cuff surmounted by a shewed
block, and that agmn surmounted, and that agmn, wll the
prakness beeame a stack of bal 4 roch pro) gz througt
the looped fantasy of the forest erecpers Where the pink chiffs
tose out of the ground there were aften narraw tracks wind
ing upw ards. They could edge along them, deep ta the plact
= orld, their faces to the rock.

‘What made this track >
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Jack paused, wiping the sweat from Rus face Ralph stox
by him, breathless
‘Men?*

Jack shook his head

‘Ammals *

Ralph peered 1nto the darkness under the trees The fores
minutely vibrated

‘Come on * 1deo

The difficulty was not the steep ascent round the shou oy
of rock, but the occasional plunges through the uadergto
10 get to the next path Here, the roots and stems of i‘:{:
were 1n such tangles that the boys had to thread througb ot
like pliant needles Thesr only guide, apart from the l: .
ground and occasional flashes of light through the foz é”
was the tendency of slope whether this hole, laced as 1
with cables of creeper, stood higher than that.

Somehow, they moved up duffical

Immured 1n these tangles, at perhaps therr most du
moment, Ralph turned with shining eyes to the others

“Wacco *

‘Wizard *

‘Smashing * et

The cause of their pleasure was not obvious All three ;‘h:
bot, dirty and exhausted Ralph was badly scratched. s
€recpers were as thick as thesr thighs and left Lutle but mn‘ic
for further penetration, Ralph shouted experimentally and they
bistened to the mauted echoes

;Thu 1s real exploning * s1:d Jack “Ibet nobody’s been bere

ore * ’

*We ought to draw o m3p,* said Ralph, ‘only we haven t
0y paper * irb
‘We could make scratches on bark,* said Simon, ‘and 1!
black stuff in * 5,

Again came the solemn communion of shiung eyer I3 158
gloom,

Wirard
There was ro place for sunding on one’s head. This 1<
Palph expresved o ¢ Irtent ty of his emoton by pretend ng 2
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knock Simon down, and soon they were a bappy, heaving
pile i the under dusk.

When they had fallen apart Ralph spoke first

‘Got to geton”

The piok granite of the next cluff was further back from the
creepers and trees so that they could trot up the path This
again led into mote open forest so that they had a glmpse of
the spread sea  With openpess came the sun, st dued the
sweat that had soaked their clothes 1 the dark, damp heat.
At last the way to the top looked like a scramble over pink
Tock, with no more plunging through datkness The boys
chose their way through defiles and over screes of sharp
Stone

‘Look] Look!®

High over ths end of the 1sland, the shattered rocks lifted
up their stacks and chimneys This one, aganst which Jack
leaned, moved with a grating sound when they pushed

‘Come on -

But not ‘Come on’ to the top ‘The assault on the sumout
must wait while the three boys accepted this challenge The
rock was as large as a small motor car

‘Heavel”

Sway back and forth, catch the rhythm

‘Heavel”

Increase the swing of the pendulum, increase, increase,
come up and bear against that point of furthest balance - 1o-
crease ~ increase ~

‘Heavel”

The great rock lostered, poised on one toe, deaded not to
return, moved through the air, fell, struck, turned over,
leapt droning through the air and smashed 2 deep hole 1n the
canapy of the forest Echoes and birds flew, white and pmk
dust floated, the forest further down shook as with the passage
of an enraged monster and then the 1sland was still.

“Wacco!l®

‘Like 2 bomb!?

“Whee-aa ool’

Not for five munutes could they dng themselves away fmn;w *

this tumph  But they left at last.

¢
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The way to the 0p was easy after that. As they reached
last stretch Ralph stopped.

“Golly!”

They were on the p of 2 cirque, or a half ceque, ’”1
side of the mountain, Ths was filled with a blue ﬂ(};‘w;
rock plant of some sott; and the overflow hung down "ﬂfe )
and spalled lavishly among the canopy of the forest. The:
was thicl, with butterfltes, Lftng, fluttering, settltng .

Beyond the cirque was the square top of the mouatain
soon they were standing on i,

They h’:\d guessed be[gte that this was aa 1sland - clambety

ctystal hetghts of air, they had known by some mstinct o
the sea lay on every side. But there seemed something mu
fitung 1n leaving the Last word till they stood on the top,
could see a circular horizon of water,

Ralph turned to the others,

“This belongs to us.* d wih

It was roughly boat-shaped: humped near this en e
behind them the jumbled descent to the shore. On uthersm
tocks, cliffs, tree tops, and a stecp slope: forward there, .
leagth of the boat, a tamer descent, tree-clad, with lunﬂb‘-‘
pink: and then the Jungly flat of the ssland, dense grees,
drawnattheend 1o pink tarl, There, where the ishnd P‘“:d
Oul in water, was another ssland; a rock, almost dfﬂchm'
standing [ike a fort, facing them across the green with 0
bold, pink bastion,

The boys sunieyed all ths, then looked out to sea. They
were high up and the afternoon had advanced; the view %38
not robbed of sharpness by Mirage. '

‘That's a geef, A coral recf, I've seen prctures hike that, .

The reef enclosed more than one side of the phad, Ifie3
Perhaps a mule 0. and pagaltel 1o % hat they now thought
#3 their beach. The cora %33 scnbbled in the sea as though?
punt bad bent down g reproduce the shupe of the islind i1
Powing. chall line but red befpe he had finished, Inside wss
Peacnek warer, eocky ang wced shaving as in an aquang™
OIS w2t the ek B1ge of thesea The tde was funnat
203 D greealy of form tled 4wy from the reef 72
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for 2 moment they felt that the boat was moving steadily
astern

Jack potated down

“That’s where we landed > ™

Beyond falls and cltffs there was a gash vistble an the trees,
there were the splintered trunks and then the drag, leaviag
only a fringe of palm between the sear and the sea There,
too, jutting nto the lagoon, was the platform, with tascct-
Like figures moving near 1t

Ralph shetched a twining line from the bald spot on which
they stood down a slope, a gully, through flowess, ronad
and down to the rock where the scar statted

“Thar’s the quickest way back.’
Eyes shumng, mouths open, triumphant, they savoured the
fght of domination They were hfted up were friends

“There’s no village smoke, 20d no boats,’ said Ralph wisely
‘We'll make sure later, but I think 1t’s uninhabited

‘We'll get food,” cried Jack ‘Hunt Catch things  unul
they fetch us

Simon looked at them botb, saying nothing but nodding
till hes black harr flopped backwards and forwards lus face
was glowing

Ralph looked down the other way where there was no reef

“Steeper,’ satd Jack

Ralph made a cupping gesture

“That bit of forest down there . the mountsin holds it
up*

Every cotgn of the mountan held up trees — flowers and
trees Now the forest stirred, roared, fladed The nearer acres
of rock flowers fluttered and for half a minute the breeze blew
cool on their faces

Ralph spread his arms

“All ours

‘They laughed and tumbled and st d on the

‘Pm hungry *

When Stmon mentioned his hunger the others became
aware of thetes,

‘Comme on,” sad Ralph ‘We've found out what we wanted

>

to know P
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They scrambled down a rock slope, dropped among fg‘:ﬂ
and made thesr way under the trees Here they paus
examined the bushes round them curiously

S1mon spoke first

‘Like candles Candle bushes Candle buds * -

The bushes were dark evergreen and aromatic and ﬂll; e
buds were waxen green and folded up agamnst the Iig them
slashed at one with his knife and the scent spilled over

‘Candle buds * Took Ik

“You couldn’t Light them,’ sard Ralph “They just ool
candles * . cel
“‘Green candles,” sard Jack contemptuously, ‘we can
them Come op * —

They were 1n the beginnings of the thick forest, p 01“5
with weary feet on a track whea they heard the "‘A° they
squeakings — and the hard strike of hoofs on a path As et
pushed forward the squeaking increased wll 1t b“’“‘w’
frenzy They found 2 Piglet caught 1n a curtan of c’“f,’ p
throwing itself a¢ the clastic traces 1 all the madaess °“ ot
treme terror Jts Voice was thin needle sharp, and mnsts
The three boys rushed forward and Jack drew hus knive BS:":
with a floursh He ratsed his arm 1o the air There cam s
pause, a hiatus, the PIg continued to scream and the m;g: g
to jerk, and the blade continued to flash at the end of 2
arm The pause was only long enough for them to undcrst:ll!i’c
what an enormity the downward stroke would be Th‘ﬂd .
Piglet tore loose from the creepers and scurried into the un :af
8rowth They were leg looking at each other and the P"u“d
tertor Jack’s face was white under the freckles He nots
that he stil] held the kntfe alofe and brought his arm down 1¢

*You should suck 5 Pig," sard Ralph ficrcely *They always
talk 2boue sucking 2 pig?

‘You cut a pig throat to let the blood out,’ said Jacks
‘otherwise YOu can ¢ car the meat *

‘Why didn ¢ you-p*
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. They Loew very well why he hadn’t because of the
s eoormuty of the knife desceading and cutting 1nto hiving flesh,
because of the unbearable blood.
‘T was going to,” suid Jack He was ahead of them and they
could not see hus face, I was choosing a place Next time — I’
. Hesnatched hus Lufe out of the sheath and slammed 1t 1nto
& tree trunk. Next time there would be no mercy He looked
- tound fiercely, danag them to contradict Then they broke
out 1nto the sunlight and for a while they were busy finding
aad devouring food as they moved down the scar towards the
platform and the meeting

CHAPTER TWO

Fire on the Monntam

BY the time Ralph finished blowing the conch the platform
Was crowded There were differences between this meeting
20d the one held 10 the morning The afternoon sun slanted
11 from the other side of the phatform and most of the children,
feeling too late the smart of sunburn, had put their clothes on
The chorr, noticeably less of a group, had discarded therr
cloaks

Ralph sat on a fallen trunk, bus left side to the sun On his
nght were most of the chotr, on lus left the larger boys who
bad not Loown each other before the evacuation, before him
small children squatted 1a the grass

Sileace now Ralph hifted the cream and piok shell to lus
knees and a sudden breeze scattered light over the platform.

€ Was uncertain whether to stand up or remain sitting He
looked sideways to hus left, towards the bathing pool. Piggy
was situng near but giving no help

Ralph cleared hus throat,

‘Well then ?

All at once he found he could talk fluentlyand  * ¢
he bad 10 say He passed a hand through us fur 4
spoke
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‘We'te on an ssland We've been on the mountatn to‘;’otld
seen water all round We savy no houses, no smoke, z"um y
prunts, no boats, no People. We're on an unnhabste
with na other people on 1t ?

ack broke n "

‘{%ll the same you need an army - for buatng Huatt
pigs >

‘Yes There are py s on the ssland * .

All theee of thcnf ticd to convey the sense of the piok v
thing strugghng 1n the creepers

‘We saw - *

‘Squealng - *

“It broke away —?

‘Before I could Jull 5t - but - next time(? 4 sound

Jack slammed his knife 1nto a trunk and Jooke:
chaﬂcngmgly

¢ meeting settled down a ann

‘So you sec[,;’ said Ralph, ‘wge need hunters to get us meat
And another thing * he sun

He Lfted the sheyy o1 his knees and looked round the
slashed faces L after

“There aren’t 21y grown ups We shall have to loo
ourselves *

The meetn, hummed ang was silent,

‘And nnothgt thing We capy have everybody ml'kmg *
once We'll have to have *“Hands up™ like at school 4 the
He held the conch before hus face ang glanced roun

h

\

mout
‘Then 1’1 8tve him the conch »
‘Conch >

“That’s whae this shell’s called 11 give the conch to the
BEX! PEISon to speak He eqn hold 1t when be's speaking
'Dut~ ’

‘Look - *

“And he won’t be Interrupted Rreept by me*

Jack was on hus feer,

e ll have rules|* pe cried cxaitedly ‘Lot of rules] Then
when anyone breaks 'em v

‘Whee-ohy®
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= “Waccol”
.4 “Bongl’
< 'Domkl’
Ralph felt the conch lifted from hus Iap Then Piggy was
standing cradling the great cream shell and the shouting died
¢ down Jack, left on hys feet, Iooked uncertainly at Ralph who
stuled and patted the log Jach sat down Piggy took off his
glasses and blinked st the assembly while he wiped them on
s hus shure,
“You're hindering Ralph, You’re not letting him get to the
most important thing *
He paused cffectively
‘Who knows we're here? Eh»
‘They knew at the airport *
“The man with the trumpet thing — >
My dad,?
Pigpy put on hus glasses
‘Nobody kaows where we are,® said Piggy He was paler
than before and breathless “Pethaps they knew where we was
8ong to, and pethaps not. But they don’t know where we
21¢ "cos we never got there.” He gaped at them for a moment,
mswaycd and sat down, Ralph took the conch from his
S

“That’s what § ‘Was going to say,” he went on, ‘whea you

g * He gazed at their intent faces “The plane was shot
down 1n flames Nobody knows where we are. We may be
here o long time.*

e silence was so complete that they could hear the fetch
and miss of Pigoys breathing The sun slanted 1n and lay
8olden over half the platform The breezes that on the lagoon
bad chased therr tatds Iike kuttens were findin, g their way across
the platform and into the forest Ralph pushed back the tangle
©f fair harr thay hung on his forehead

“So we may be here a Iong time®

Plobody sad anything He grinned suddenly
ut this 15 2 good 1sland, We — Jack, Simon, and me - we
dl;nbcd the mountain Ir’s wizard There's food and drnk,
and —.»
‘Rocks - »
-
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‘Bluc flowers - * 3
Pigpy, partly recovered, pointed to the conch "L R
hands, and Jack and Simon fell stlent. Ralph went ol ont
‘While we’re waiting we can have a good time
island,”
He gesticulated widely.
“It’s like in 2 book.
At once there was 3 clamour,
“Treasure Island — *
“Swallows and Amazons - °
‘Coral Island — * - -
Ralph waved the conch,
‘Thlx)s Is our ssland. It's 2 good island, Untul the grown %
come to fetch us we’ll have fun,” b
Jack held out his band for the conch. ril
*There’s P1gs,” be said, “There’s food; and bﬂd““g,;v:;';ﬂm
that little stream along there — and everything, Dida
find 2nything else ? 0. AP
He banded the conch back to Ralph and sat dowa.
Parently no one hag found anything, i
The older boys firse noticc{l thcg child when he s ;’gﬁ
There was 2 group of little boys urging him forward 2 s
10t Want to go, He was 4 shrimp of 2 boy, about slxbin.’.
old, and one g,de Of hus face was blotted out bya ““;3 per-
coloured bitthmark, H. stood now, warped out of o :o!b’
pcndxcuhzbythc fercelight of, Ppublicity, and he bored is or
€oarse grass with one toe, He was muttering and about :{o
The other little boys, whispering but serious, pushe:
towards Ralph,
"All iphe,* saiq Ralph, “come on then.”
The small boy looked round in panie,
‘Speak upy’ e
The sral} boy held out his hands for the conch and ;:u
assembly shouted wyel laughter; at onee he snatched back
hands ang started to ery,
. ]:Lcl him have he conch!” shouteq Piggy. ‘Let him bave
i
Atlast Ralph induceq iy 1o hold the shell but by then tHe
blow of Liugheer had taken away the child’s voice. Piggy
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Laelt by hum, one hand on the great shell, Iisterung and 1nter-
Preting to the assembly

‘He wants to know what youw’re going to do about the
snake-thing *

- Ralph laughed, and the other boys laughed with hun The
small boy twisted further 1nto himself

“Tell us about the snahe thing

‘Now he says 1t was a beastie *

‘Beastie?*

‘A snake thing Ever so big He saw 1t

‘Where?”

“In the woods *

Esther the wandering breezes or pethaps the decline of the
sun allowed a Little coolness to lie under the trees The boys
felt 1t and stiered testlessly

“You couldn’t have 2 beastie, a snake-thing, on an ssland
this size,” Ralph explained kindly “You only get them 1n big
countries, like Africa, or India *

Murtnur, and the grave nodding of heads

‘He says the beastie came 1n the dark *

“Then he couldn’t see xl?

Laughter and cheers

‘Did you hear that? Says he saw the thing 1n the dark - >

“He stll says he saw the beastie It came and went away
"0 an’ came back and wanted to eat him -

‘He was dreaming *

Laughmg, Ralph looked for confirmation round the rng of
faces The older bays agreed, but here and there among the
ittle ones was the dubsety that required more than rational
assurance

‘He must have had a nightmare Stumbling about among
ll those creepers *

More 8rave nodding, they knew about mightmares

‘He says he saw the beastre, the snake thing, and will 1t
ome back tonught

‘But there 15t 2 beastie!”

‘He says 1 the morning 1t turned ito them things like

OPes 1n the trees and hung 1n the branches He says will 1t
ome back tonght>*
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‘But there 150t a beastie]” ekt
€1€ wis no Iaughter at all now and more grave “d “é

Ralph pushed both hands thtough his hair and looket
little boy 1n muxed amusement and exasperatton

Jack serzed the conch Bat

‘Ralph’s ught of course There 1sn’t 2 snzkc-thlﬂgw b
there was 2 snake we'd hune 1tand kil it We're gﬂmé sod
Pigs to get meat for everybody And we’ll lool. for the
too *

‘But there 1sn’t o snakel”

*We Il make sure when we go hunting * Hek

Ralph was annoyed and for the moment, defeated Yook
humself facing something ungraspable The eyes that
50 intently at him were without humour

‘But thete 150t 2 beast)’ m e8¢

Something he had not known was there rose 1 ht
compelled lum to make the pomt, loudly and agan

‘But I tell you thege 1sn’t a beast!”

The assembly was silent ant

Ralph Lfted the conch 2gan and hus good humourt
back as he thought of what he had to say next ez

‘Now we come to the most important thing Ive o
thinking T was thinkiag while we wege climbing the m Acd
tain” He flashed 2 conspiratorial grin at the other two

The passionate nose of agrecment from the assembly I
him like 2 wave ang he lost hus thread He thought agatt |

‘We want to be rescued, and of course swe shall be resct g

Voices babbled The simple statement, unbacked by ’;x
Proof but the weight of Ralph’s new authonty, brought I’gl
and happiness He had to wave the conch before he €0
mzake them hear humy

My father s i the Navy He sard there aren’t any unknows
sslands left, Fle 355 the Queen has a2 big room full of m3p*
2ndall the 1slands 1n the »orld are drawn there So the Queen §
E0t 2 picture of thyy island,?

Ap1mn came the sounds of cheerfulness and better heart

“And sooner or later g $hp will put 10 here It aught eved
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be daddy's ship So you see, sooner or later, we shall be
1 fescued,”
s He paused, with the point made The assembly was hfted
. towards safety by tus words They kkedund now tespected
him Spontancously they began to clags and presently the pfac
form was loud with applause Ralph flushed, fooking sidew: ys
at Piggy’s open admuration, and then the other way“al Jack
;ixo Was smutking and showtng that he too knew how to
p
Ralph waved the conch
“Shut upl Wart! Listen]”
J He went on 1n the sdence borne on hus triumph
#_“There’s another thing We can help them to find us Ifa
ship comes near the 1sland they may not notice us So w e must
make smoke on top of the mountain. We must make a fire *
‘A firel Make a figel®
At once half the boys were on therr feet. Jack clamoured
among them the conch forgotten
‘Come onl Follow mel®
€ Space under the palm trees was full of noise and move
ment. Ralph was on his feet too shouting for quiet, but no

ETER

1sland and were gone - following Jack. Even the tiny children
wentand did there best among the leaves and broken branches
Ralph was left, holdufg the conch, with no one but Piggy
188Y’s brcalhmg was quite restored
h;shkc kids!® he said scornfully *Acting hke 2 crowd of
P
Ralph looked at hym doubtfully and Jaid the conch on the
€ trunk
“Thet it s gone tea time,’ said Piggy “What do they think
they re 8oing to do on that mountain?’
He caressed the shell respectfully, then stopped and looked
up

“Ralph! Hey! Where you gotng >’

Ralph was already clambering over the first smashed
Swathes of the scar A long way zhead of hum was crashing
and laughter

Piggy watched him 1n disgust
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‘Like & crowd of huds —* &

He sighed, bent, and laced up hts shoes The ﬂg‘i;:;
rerant assembly faded up the mountain Then, wit b
tyred expression of a parent who has to keep “}t’h o corh
senseless ebullience of the children, he piched up By
turned towards the forest, and began to pick his way ©
tumbled scar

o
Below the other side of the mountain top was 2 Pl’g:;: |
forest Once more Ralph found humself malung the
gesture )
‘Down there we could get as much wood as we “::b:;
Jack nodded and pulled 2t his underhp Starting Puunﬂ
hundred feet below them on the steeper side of the IZ Tre
the patch might have been designed expressly for ﬁh ¥
forced, by the damp heat, found too Little sod for fu gw o
fell catly and decayed creepers cradled them, and ot
Lings searched a vwa u
Jack turned to they chr;u-, who stood ready ‘Thesr black e
of mantenance were slid over one ear Like berets
‘We'll build 2 pile Come on * 108
They found the Lkelicse path down and began mg‘ghc 0
the dead wood And the smy)) boys who had reached fost ¢
came shiding too ull cveryone but Pypgy was busy M Le T
the wood was so rotten that when they pulled 1t brol ol"f
nto a shoner of fragments ang woodlice and decay, but ’w:ﬂ
trunks came out 1n one piece, The twins, Sam ’n Loie, ;
the first to B<t 4 likely log but they could do nozhms{:r‘
Ralph, Jack, Simon, Roger, and Maunce found room GM
hand hold. Then they inched the grotesque dead thing up 's
rock and toppled 1t over on top Lach party of boys add: iy
quots, less or more, and the pile prew At the return R:,"‘
bLmb with Jack and they grinne
urden Once more, amud the t """
sunliche on the hyph mountan w5

shed thae plamour thag strange imvintle | phe of friendshp

sdsyenture, and content,
‘AlT o1t ton Feavy *
Jack pricned ) ack.
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23
Not for the two of us’ ;
“ogether, jorned 1 effort by the busdes, ther sapyed A

last steep of the mountain Togethes, hey T T ol

ro} Theel and crashed the log on 10 o grese s Tt
y stepped back, lughing with toermphect i v, s 2
mediately Ralph had to stand on bus kel Tl #oer,

38 weee sl labouawng, thaugh sgm? oF exe sl omms 1wt
stinterest and were searching ths oo S for To s Ly
= twins, with unsuspected intelligenoe, e yp 4t 1 0ns -
10 with armfuls of dited leaves 254 Soqyrs 4 omr pimp «
e plle Qne by one, as they sensed et # v i e e
lete, the boys stopped going back £y siripre 200 2 if g wtg
e piok, shartered top of the MouRtad #e0pr At pogor
ame even by now, and sweat dried.

Ralph and Jack looked 2t cach oty %L e goppms rast
tbout them, The shareful knowledge y1ew i 2orsg s ¢ 20y
3id not know how to begin confeserrn

Ralph spoke first, crimson 10 the fer.

‘Wil you?’

He cleared his throat and « ege 42,

“Will you light the fire>*

Now the absurd sitvasion Bt 0, St O iur beys fle
began to mutter vaguely,

*You rub two sticks Yor. ~y .7

He glanced at Ralph, 57k Suerip? 4,0 0% 0 < .
298 Gt 1y prpnn i O
ncompetence. w2 arie
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*His specs - use thery a5 burning glassee!®
Piepy was surtounded before be could bick l“:’r
‘Here - Les e pol® His voice tove to ’hrex(c;r-a
a3 Jack snatched the Flasses off hus face *Aind out
back( I can hardly see! You'll break the conch! .
Ralph elbow ed hum to one sule and knelt by the pe-
'Stand out of the hhs * &
There was pus!xmgrmd pullng and officous ﬁ%{;
moved the lenses back and forth, this way ard e &
rlossy white image of the declimng sun hay on 2 ngc
rotten wood Almost at gnce g thin trckle of smoke ©
and made him cough Jack knelt too and blew gently, 4
the smoke dnfred aua, thickening, and 2 tiny flame 27, b, €
The flame, nearly 10y 51ble a¢ first 1n that bright ’“nh;x
veloped & smal] Vg, grew, was ennched with w]auﬂ
reached up 10 o branch whych exploded with 2 ’h”Pm
The flame flapped higher and the boys broke 1nto ’,Cb
‘My specst” howled Piggy ‘Give me my specs! ato
Ralph stood away from the pie and put the glasses
180Y's &roping hands H;s vorce subsided to a mutter
Jus’ blurs, thar's alf Hardly see my hand -* d go¥
¢ boys were danaing The pile was so rotten, 3005
s0 tnder dey, thae whole limbs yrelded passionately 10
yellow flames thae Ppoured upwards and shook a great the
of flame twenty foer 4o the air For yards round the firt

Ralph shouteq
More wood| Af) of you get more wood!® sed
© became 2 ree with the fire and the boys seatt®

side the arr wye 0oL but on the agher the fire thrust ovt 2

crnkled hair on the mstane Boys %00
felt the °RINg wind on thery damp faces paused to enjoy the
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! eshness of 5t and then found they were exhausted They
" ung themselves down 1n the shadows that lay among the
“hattered rocks The beard of flame diminished quickly, then
16 pde fell 1nwards with a soft cindery sound, and sent 2
“Freat tree of spatks upwards that leaned away and dnfted
" owawind, The boys lay, panting Like dogs
3 Ralph ratsed hys head off Ius forearms
“That was no good *

Roger spat efficiently 1nto the hot dust.
‘What d you mean*
‘There wasn’t any smoke, Only flame?
Piggyhad settled humself 1n 3 coign between two rocks, 2nd
'sat with the conch on hus knees

“We haven’t made 2 fire,” he sad, “whats any use We
‘couldn’e keep a fire Like that going, not 1f we tried *
‘ ‘4’5 fat lot you tried,? sard Jack contemptuously *You just
sat

- A

‘We used hys specs,” sad Stmon, smeaning a2 black cheek
with hus forearm “Fe helped that way *

‘T got the conch,” sud Piggy mdignantly “You let me
speak|?

“The conch doesn’t count on top of the mountain,’ sad
Jack, *so you shut up >

I got the conch 1 my hand ?

‘Put on green branches,” sard Maurice *That’s the best way
to make smoke ?

‘I got the conch —.*

Jack turned fiercely

‘You shut upl?

Piggy wilted Ralph tock the conch from hum and looked
ound the cirele of boys

We've 80t to have special people for looking after the fire

Y day these may be o ship out there® ~ he waved his arm at

 taut wire of the horizon - ‘and 1f we have 2 signal going
hey Il come and take us off And another thing We ought to
AVE more ryles Whete the conch 15, that’s 2 meeting The
me up hete as down there *

ey assented Piggy opened his mouth to speak, caught

ack’s €¥¢, and shut 1t agam Jack held out his hands for the,
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conch and stood up, holding the delicate thing carefully 10
his sooty hands hem.
‘Iagree with Ralph We've got to have rules and obey ! ;sh
After all, we're not savages We're English; and the Engl
are best at gverything So we've got to do the right thiags

He turned to Ralph 1nto

‘Ralph  P’ll spht up the choir — my hunters, that 15 - _.
8roups, and we'll be responstble for keeping the fire gfl”mg o

This generosity broughta spatter of applause fromthe 107’“
that Jack grinned at them, then waved the conch for st Te .

‘We'll let the fire butn out now. Who would see S:" et
fught-time anyway? And we can start the fire agun wi ,:“m
we Itke Altos — you can keep the fire gong this week,
trebles the next . *

The assembly assented ravely,

‘And we'll be rcsponslblge for keeping a look-out !f;g {}i:;
sce a ship out there” - they followed the direction of sThtﬂ
atm with their eyes — ‘we’ll put green branches on
there’ll be more smoke,’ asof

They gazed intently at the dense bluc of the horizon,

a bittle silhouctte might appear there at any moment pat shid

The sun i the west was 2 drop of burning gold ¢ ere
nearer and nearer the silf of the world All at once they %
awaze of the everung as the end of light and Wlm“h'l iy,

Roger took the conch and looked round at them B! woc of

‘I've been watching the sea There hasn’t been the tr2 '
& ship Pethaps we'll never be rescued * {

A gmrmurfr’osc and swept away, Ralph tooh back the “”:C‘}: E

‘I said before we'll be frescued sometime  We've just g0 !
wart; thae's all.?

Danng, ind;, nant, P, took the conch, "

‘That'’s v.hztgl said! Igi);d about our meeungs and things | i
and then you said shut up —.* 1. k

His oice Ifted 1nto the whine of vistuous reenmuatio ]
They stirred and began to shout him down. w |

‘You sard you wanted 2 small fire and you been ard b- e
aplelihea hiynck. If ] 3y anythung,” enied Prggy, with b 168 b
real e, *you say gl P, but if Jack or Maurice or Sm”:; <,

He pavced in the tumult, sanding, looking beyond t [
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and down the unfrnendly side of the mountain to the great
patck where they had found dead wood Then he laughed so
strangely that they were hushed, looking at the flash of his
spectacles 1n astopishment, They followed bis gaze to find
the sour joke

“You got your small fire all night *

Smoke was nsing hete and there among the creepers that
festooned the dead or dying trees As they watched, a flash of
fire appesred at the toot of onte wisp, and then the smoke
\ickened $Smal Rames surred at thebole of a tree and crawded
away through leaves and brushwood, dividing and increastng
One patch touched a tree trunk and scrambled up like a boight
squuerel The smoke increased, sifted, rolled outwards The
squurrel leapt on the wings of the wind and clung to another
standing tree, eating downwatds Bencath the dark canopy of
leaves and smoke the fire Jard hold on the forest and began to
gnaw Aczes of black and yellow smoke rolled steadily towards
the sea, At the sight of the flames and the trseststible course of
the fire, the boys broke mto shnll, exated cheering The
Bames, as though they were 2 kind of wild Iife, crept as a
jaguar creeps on 1ts belly towards a line of birch hke saphngs
that fledged an outcrop of the pnk rock. They flapped at the
first of the trees, and the branches grew a bref folage of fire.
The heart of flame leapt nimbly across the gap between the
trees and then went swinging and flaning along the whole row
of them. Beneath the capering boys a quarter of a mule square
of forest was savage with smoke and flame The separate
posses of the fire metged tato a drum roll that secemed to
shale the mountain

“You got your small fire all right,’

Startled, Ralph realized that the boys were falling suill and
silent, feeling the begonngs of awe at the power set free
below them The knowledge and the awe made um savage

‘Oh, shut up!®

‘Y got the conch,’ sard Piggy, 1n a hurt vorce, I got a nght
to speak * N

They looked at him with eyes that Jacked interest 1n what
they saw, and cocked cars at the deum roll of the fire Piggy
glanced nervously into hell and cradled the conch
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‘We got tc let that burn out now. And that was our fir-
wood.”

He licked his lips.

“There ain’t nothung we can do. We ought to be more care-
ful I'm scared -’

Jack dragged his eyes awaj from the fice,

“You’re always scared. Yah — Fatty!’ Aoh.

‘T got the conch,’ said Piggy bleakly. He turned to Ralp

‘I got the conch, amn’t I, Ralph?’

Unwillingly Ralph tutned away from the spleadid, awful
sight,

“What’s that>*

“The conch. I got a right to speak.’

The twias giggled together,

“We wanted smoke — *

‘Now look - {*

A pall stretched for mdes away from the island All the EY’
except Piggy started to giggle, presently they were shrekiog
with laughter,

Piggy lost his temper. ht

‘I got the conchl Just you Iisten! The first thing we 0ug "
to have made was shelters down there by the beach. It wasa
half cold down there 10 the nught. But the first ume Ralph “,’_
“fire” you gocs howling and screaming up this hers mous
tain Like a pack of kids!”

By now they were listening to the tirade. first

‘How can you expect to be rescued 1f you don’t put firs
things first and act proper?* h

He tool off his glasses snd made as of to put down ‘.‘
conch, but the sudden motion towards it of most of the older
boys changed tus mind. He tucked the shell under his aret,
and crouched back on a rock. .

*Then when you get here you build a bonfire that st 0O
use. Now you been and se* the whole istand on fire Won't we
took funny if the whole 1stand burns up? Cooked frute, that’s
what well have to eat, 2nd roast pork. And that'’s rothing 1o
Liuph at! You sud Ralph was ctief and you dan't prve F :
;1{1 e llr'x think, Then when be says something you rush o7,

ike, Lke .*
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He paused for breath, 2nd the fire growled at them

‘And that’s rat all ‘Them hids The little *uns Who took
any notice of ’em® Who knows how many we got?®

Ralph took a sudden step forward

“1 told you to I told you to get 2 list of names]®

*How could 1, cried Piggy mdignantly, ‘all by myself>
They waited for two minutes, then they fell i the sea, they
weat into the forest, they just scattered everywhere How was
Tte know which was which?”

Ralph licked pale lips

“Then you don’t \now how many of us there ought to be?*

“How could I with them little *uns running round hike 1
sects® Then when you three came back, as soon as you said
make a fire, they all ran away, and I never had a chance -*

*That’s enough!” sa1d Ralph sharply, and snatched back the
conch ‘If you didn’t you didn’t”

“~ then you come up here an® pinch my specs - *

Jack turned on hum

“You shut up!®

¢ —and them hittle *uns was wandering about down there
where the fire 15 How d you know they aren’t stifl there?”

Piggy stood up and potnted to the smoke and flames A
murmur rose among the boys and died away Something
strangewas happentng to Piggy, for he was gasping for breath

“That bitle *un ~° gasped Piggy - “him with the mark on
bus face, I don’t see him Where 15 he now >’

‘The crowd was as silent as death

‘Him that talked about the snakes He was down there —*

A tree exploded in the fire hke a bomb Tall swathes of
Creepess ose for 1 moment into view, agontzed, and went
down again The Ltide boys screamed at them

‘Snakes! Spakes] Look at the snakes!”

In the v.e t, and unheeded, the sun lay only an 1ach of two
above the sea Thest faces were lit sedly from beneath Piggy
fell against a rock and clutched it with both hands

“That little "ua that had 2 mark on hus ~ face — where 1s — he
now? T tell you I don’t see hum.”

The boys Joohed at cach other fearfully, uobeleving

‘~where 1s he now?’
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Ralph muttered the reply as 1f 1n shame.

‘Pethaps he went back to the, the — *

Beneath them, on the unfriendly side of the mountarmn, the
drum roll continued

CHAPTER THREE

Huts on the Beach

JAck was bent double He was down like a sprinter lus nosc
only a few 1nches from the humid earth The tree trunks an
the creepers that festooned them lost themselves 1n 2 green
dusk thirty feet above hum, and all about was the undet
growth There was only the faintest mdication of a tral here,
2 cracked twig and what might be the imptession of one stde
of a hoof He lowered his chin and stared at the traces &
though he would force them to speak to him Then dog like,
uncomfortably on all fours yet unheeding his discomfort, he
stole forward five yards and stopped Here was loop of creepef
with a tendr1] pendant from a node The tendail was polishe
on the undetstde, pigs, passing through the loop brushed 1t
with their bristly hide

Jack crouched with us face a few nches away from this
clue, then stared forward nto the semt darkness of the under
growth His sandy hayr, constderably longer than it had betlf:
when they dropped 1n, was lighter now, and his bare bﬂCd
Wwas a mass of datk freckles and peeling sunburn A sharpene
stick about five feet long trarled from s night hand, and ex
cept for a pair of tattered shorts held up by his knife-belt he
was naked He closed his eyes, ratsed his head and breathed 18
gently with flared nostrls, assessing the current of warm att
for information ‘The forest and he were very stull

At length he let out hus breath 1n g long sigh and opened
his eyes They were bright blue, eyes that 1n this frustration
seemed bolung and nearly mad He Ppassed his tongue across
dry Lips and scanned the uncommunicatine forest Then agan
he stole fornard and cast this way and that over the ground
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The stlence of the fotest was more opptesstve than the heat,
and at this hour of the day there was not even the whine of
insects Only when Jack himself roused a gaudy bied from a
pamitive nest of sticks was the silence shattered and echoes
set tinging by a harsh cry that seemed to come out of the
abyss of ages Jack lumself shrak at this cry with a huss of
tndrawn breath, and for a munute became less 2 hunter than
a furtive thing ape like among the tangle of trees Then the
trail, the frustration, claumed bum agamn and he searched the
ground avidly By the bole of a vast tree that grew pale
flowess on a grey trunk he checked, closed hus eyes and once
more drew i the warm air, and this time hus breath came
short, there was even a passing pallor 10 lus face and then
the surge of blood again He passed like a shadow under
the darkness of the tree and crouched looking down at the
trodden ground at kus fect

The droppings wete warm They lay piled among tutned
catth They were olive green, smooth and they steamed 2
little Jack Ifted hus head and stared at the mscrutable masses
of creeper that lay across the tral ‘Then he raised his spear
and sneaked forward Beyond the creeper, the tral joined 2
Pig tun that was wide enough and trodden enough to be a
path The ground was hardened by an accustomed tread and
as Jack rose to hus full height he heard something moving on
1t He swung back hus right arm and hurled the spear wath all
his strength From the pig run came the quick, hard patter of
hoofs, 2 castanet sound, seductive maddening - the promtse
of meat He rushed out of the undergrowth and snatched up his
spear The pattering of pig’s trotters died away 1n the distance

Jack stood there, streamung with sweat, streahed with
brown earth, stained by all the vicissitudes of a day’s huating
charmg he turned off the trl and pushed his way through
unti the forest opened a little and 1nstead of bald trunks sup
Porung a dark roof there were ight grey trunks and crowns
of feathery palm Beyond these was the glitter of the sea and
he could hear volces Ralph was standing by 2 contraption of
Palm trunks and leaves, a rude shelter that faced the lagoon,

*ad seemed very near to falling down He did niot notice when
Jack spohe
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Ralph muttered the reply as of 1n shame

‘Perhaps he went back to the, the -’

Beneath them on the unfriendly side of the the
drum roll continued

CHAPTER THREE

Huts on the Beach

JAck was bent double He was down like 2 sprinter his nos;
only a few inches from the humid earth The tree trunks an
the pers that fe d them lost tt Ives 1n 2 greeo
dusk thirty feet above hum, and all about was the undet
growth There was only the famtest indication of a trail hete
a crached twig and what mught be the 1mpresston of on¢ side
of a hoof He lowered his chin and stared at the traces 35
though he would force them to speak to hum Then dog Like
uncomfortably on all fours yet unheeding hus discomfort he
stole forward five yards and stopped Here was loop OfoRP‘l;
with a tendril pendant from a node The tendzil was polishe
on the underside pigs passing through the loop brushed 1t
with their bustly hide

Jack crouched with hus face a few inches away from this
clue then stared forward mto the semt darkness of the undef
gtowth His sandy hair considerably longer than 1t had 170‘;
when they dropped 1n was Iighter now, and his bate bacl
‘was a mass of datk freckles and peeling sunburn A sharpen®
stick about five feet long trailed from his right hand and ex
cept for a pair of tattered shorts held up by his hmfe belt he
was nahed He closed his eyes rarsed his head and breathed 1n
gently with flared nostrils assessing the current of warm it
for information The forest and he were very still

At length he let out his breath 1 a long sigh and opened
his eyes They were brght blue cyes that in this frustration
scemed bolting and nearly mad He passed hus tongue across
dey 1 ps and scanned the uncommumicatin ¢ forest Then again
he stole fornard and cast tl 15 way and that over the ground
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‘The silence of the forest was more oppresstve than the heat,
2and at this hour of the day there was not even the whine of
msects Only when Jack himself roused a gaudy bird from 2
prmitive nest of sticks was the silence shattered and echoes
set ninging by a harsh ery that seemed to come out of the
2byss of ages’ Jack humself shrank at this cry with a hiss of
wdrawn breath, and for a minute became less a huntes than
a furtive thing, ape like among the tangle of trees Then the
tratl, the frustration, cdlaimed him agatn and he searched the
ground avidly By the bole of a vast tree that grew pale
flowers on a grey trunk he checked, closed Ius eyes, and once
more drew m the warm air, and this time hus breath came
shont, there was even a passing pallor 1n lus face, and then
the surge of blood agatn He passed like a shadow under
the darkness of the trce and crouched, looking down at the
trodden ground at his feet

The droppings were warm They lay piled among turned
carth They were oltve green, smooth, and they steamed a
Iitie. Jack bfted hus head and stared at the mscrutable masses
of creeper that lay across the trarl Then he raised his spear
and snezked forward Beyond the creeper, the trail joined a
PIg o that was wide enough and trodden enough to be a
path The ground was hardened by an accustomed tread and
as Jack rose to tus full herght he heard something moving on
1t He swung back his night arm and hurled the spear with all
bss strength From the pig run came the quick, hard patter of
hoofs, a castanet sound, seductive, maddening - the promise
ofmeat He rushed out of the undergrowth and snatched up his
speas The pattering of pig’s trotters died away in the distance

Jaek stood thete, streaming with sweat, strealed with
brown eacth, staned by all the viassitudes of a day’s hunting
Sweartng, he turned off the tral and pushed his way through
untdd the fotest opencd a little and 1nstead of bald truaks sup-
Porting a dack, roof these were hight grey trunks and crowns
Of feathery palm Beyond these was the glitter of the sea and

he conld hear volees Ralph was standing by 2 contraption of
Palm trunks and leaves, a rude shelter that faced the hagoon,

2nd seemed v ery near to falling down He did not notice when
Jack spole
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‘Got any water?’ £

Ralph looked up, frownng, from the complication o
leaves He dud not notice Jack even when he saw hum

‘1 sa1d have you got any water? I'm thissty * o

Ralph withdrew his attention from the shelter and realiz
Jack with a start

‘Oh, hullo Water? There by the tree Ought to be some
left®

Jack took up a coconut shell that brmmed with fresh watet
from among a group that were arranged 1 the shade, “L
drank. The water splashed over his chn and neck and ches
He breathed nosily when he had finushed.

‘Needed that *

Simon spoke from nside the shelter

‘Upabie’ 1

Ralph tutned to the shelter and Lfted 2 branch with a whole
tiling of leaves

The leaves came apart and fluttered down Stmon’s contite
face appeated 1 the hole

‘Sorry *

Ralph surveyed the wreck with distaste

‘Never get it done * X

He flung himself down at Jack’s feet Stmon remamned lool
ing out of the hole 1n the shelter Once down, Ralph €x
plained

‘Been wotking for days now And look!”

Two shelters were 1n posttion but shaky This one was 2

Twn

“And they hecp running off You remember the meeting?
How everyone was gotng to work hard until the shelters were
firushed ?> <

‘Except me 20d my hunters — *

*Except the hunters Well, the Littluns are — *

He gesticulated, sought for a word

“They’se hopeless The older ones aren’t much better D you
sec? All day I ve been worhing with Simon No one elsc.
They’te off bathing or cating or playing *

Stmon poked his head out carefully

“You re chief You tell "em off *
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Ralph lay flat and looked up at the palm trees and the sky.

‘Meetings Don’t we love meetings® Every day., Twice a
day, We talk > He got on one elbow. ‘I bet 1f T blew the conch
this munute, they’d come running, Thea we'd be, you know,
very solemn, and someone would say we ought to build a jet,
ora submarine, ot a TV set When the meeting was over they’d
work for five minutes then wander off ot go hunting,”

Jack flushed

‘We want meat,

Well, we haverrt got any yet And we want shelters Be-
sides, the rest of your hunters came back hours ago They've
been Swimming * ,

‘I 'went on,’ sad Jack. “ let them go, T had to goon I-

He tned to convey the compulston to trach down and kil
that wag swallowing bum up

‘Iwenton I thought, by myself - *

¢ madness catne 1nto his cyes agam.

‘I thought T might kil

‘But you dida’t?

‘I thought T mighe’

Some hudden passion vibrated 1n Ralpl’s vorce.

‘But you haven’s yet.>

His snvitation rmught have passed as casual, were 1t not for
the undertone s

‘You wouldn’t care to help with the shelters, I suppose?

'We want meat -

‘And we don’t get it

Now the antagonism was audble

“But I shally Next time! Ive got to get a batb on this
SPearl We wounded a pig and the spear fell out. If we could
only make barhs - *

¢ need shelters *

SUddcnly Jack shouted 1n rage.

‘Ate you accusing ~ P* i )

‘All 'm Saying 1s we've worked dashed haed, That's all

€Y were both red 1n the face and found looking at each

other difficule Ralph rolled on his stomach and began to play
With the grass,

I3t raung bike when we dropped 1 we'll need shelters all
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nght. And then another thing. We need shelters because of
the -

He paused for a moment and they both pushed their anget
away. Then he went on with the safe, changed subject.

‘You’ve noticed, haven’t you?’

Jack put down lus spear and squatted.

‘Noticed what?*

‘Well. They’re frightened *

He rolled over and peered 1nto Jack’s fiesce, dity fnce;

‘I mean the way things are, They dream. You can heat "ent
Have you been awahe at mght?’

Jack shook his head . £ the

‘They talk and scream. The httluns. Even some of
others. Asif -

‘As if 1t wasn’t a good island.’ .

Astonsshed at the 1nterruption, they loohed up at Simon's
sertous face.

‘As 1f,” sad Sumon, ‘the beastte, the beastic or the snake-
thing, was real. Remember?’ fl

The two older boys flinched when they heard the shamel .
syllable. Snakes were not mentioned now, were not mentton
able,

“As if this wasn’t 2 good 1sland,” sard Ralph slowly. “Yes,
that’s right,”

Jack sat up and stretched out his legs.

“They’te batty.”

‘Crackers Remember when we went exploning?’ 3

They grinned at each other, remembering the glamour O
the first day, Ralph went on

“‘So we need shelters as a sort of — *

‘Home.”

‘That’s nght.” . )

Jack drew up his legs, clasped his knees, and frowned in 20
cffort to attan clanty,

‘All the same ~ 1n ‘the forest. I mean when you’re hunting ~
not when you're getting fruit, of coutse, but when you're 08
your own —~" .

He paused for a moment, not surc if Ralph would tahe him
seniously.
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‘Goon’

If you're hunting sometimes you catch yourself feeling as
if ~* He flushed suddenly

“Thete’s nothing 1n 1t of course Just a feeling But you can
feel as 1f you’re not huating, but - being hunted, as 1f some
thing’s behind you all the tme 1n the jungle *

They were silent again Simon intent, Ralph incredulous
and fantly indignant  He sat up, rubbing one shoulder with
a ditty hand

*Well Idon’t know *

Jack leapt to s fect and spoke very quickly

“That s how you can feel in the forest Of course there s
nothing in 1t Only — only -’

He took a few rapid steps towards the beach, then came back

“‘Oqly 1 know how they feel See® That s all *

“The best thing we can do 15 get ourselves rescued

Jack had to think for a moment before he could remember
what rescue was

‘Rescue? Yes, of coursel All the same I’d like to catch a
P1g first ~ * He snatched up his spear and dashed it 1nto the
ground The opaque, mad look came mto his eyes agatn
Ralph looked at him crttically through his tangle of fair haire

‘So long as your hunters remembes the fire — *

“You and your fires|®

The two boys trotted down the beach and, turning at the
Water’s edge, Jooked back at the pmk mountain The trickle
of smoke sketched a chalky line up the solid blue of the sky,
wavered high up, and faded Ralph frowned

‘I wondet how far off you could see that *

‘Miles *

‘We don’t make enough smoke *

e bottom part of the trickle as though conscious of their
8aze, thichened to creamy blur wiuch crept up the feeble
column,

“They've but on green branches,” muttered Ralph ‘I won

derl” He screwed up hus eyes and swung tound to search the
korizon,

‘Got 1t1”
Jack shouted so loudly that Ralph jumped
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‘What? Where? Is 1t a ship?”

But Jack was potnting to the high declivities that led dows
from the mountan to the flatter part of the 1sland "

“Of course! They’ll hie up there — they must do, when t
sun’s too hot-*

Ralph gazed bewildered at hus rapt face

¢~ 'they get up tugh High up and 1n the shade, estio§
duning the heat, like cows at home ="

‘I thought you saw a ship!”

“We could steal up on one - paint our faces so t.
see — perhaps surround them and then -’

Indignatton took away Ralph’s contsol 3

‘T 'was talking about smoke | Don’t you want to be rescuc
All you can talk about 1s pig, pig, prgl”

‘But we want meat!® "

‘And I work all day with nothtng but Simon and you o™
back and don’t even notce the huts!”

‘I was wothing too -’ il
‘But you like 1!’ shouted Ralph “You want to hust
While I-* he
They faced each other on the brght beach, astoushed att
rub of feeling Ralph looked away first, pretending mtcrcs!;‘
a group of httluns on the sand From beyond the l»’l“"mn
came the shouting of the hunters 1 the swimmuag pool o
the end of the platform Piggy was lying flat, looking dow!

1mto the brilkant water

“‘People don’t help much * hat

He wanted to explain how people were never quie ¥
you thought they were

‘Simon  He helps * He pointed at the shelters

“All the rest rushed off He’s done as much as 1 have
Only -’

‘Simon’s always about *

Ralph stagted back to the shelters with Jack by hts sxd&_

‘Do 2 bit for you,” muttered Jack, ‘beforc 1 bave a bathe

‘Don’t bother *

But when they reached the shelters Simon was not t& B¢
scen Ralph put his head 1n the hole, withdrew 1t, and turned
to Jack,

hey woulda
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‘He’s buzzed off*

‘Got fed up,’ sard Jack, “and gone for a bathe *

Ralph frowned.

‘He's queer He's funny ?

Jack nodded, as much for the sale of agreeing as anything,
and by tacit consent they left the shelter and weat towards the
bathing pool

‘And then,” said Jack, ‘when T've had 2 bathe and some
thing to cat, Il just trek over to the other side of the moun
tain and see 3£ T can see any traces Coming?’

‘But the sun’s neatly set]?

‘T muight have time — *

They walked along, two contients of expericnce and feel
10g, unable to communicate

‘IfX could only get a prgl”

‘T’ll come back and g0 on with the shelter >

They looked at each other, baffled, 1 love and hate All
the warm salt water of the bathing pool and the shouting and
splashing and laughing were only just sufficsent to bring them
together again

Sumcn, whom they expected to find there, was not 1n the
bathung pool
When the other two had trotted down the beach to look
Pack at the mouatain he had followed them for 2 few yards
and then stopped He had stood frowning down at a pile of
s20d on the beach where somebody had been trying to buld
2 little house or hut Then he turned his back on this and
Walked 1n£0 the forest with an a1e of purpose He was a small,
skinny boy, hus chin potated, and hs eyes so bright they had
decerved Ralph 1nto thinkn, g hum delightfully gay and wicked
© coarse mop of black hair was long and swung down,
ost concealing a low, broad forchead He wore the remams
of shorts and Tus feet were bate kike Jack’s Always dachish in
colour, Simon was burned by the sun to a deep tan that ghs
tened wnth sweat
He picked hus way up the scar, passed the great roch where
2lph had chimbed on the first mornung, then turned off to
his nght among the trees He walked with an accustomed
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teead through the acres of fruit trees, where the least energet¢
could find an easy 1f unsatisfying meal Flower and frait g9
together on the same tree and everywhere was the sceat o
nipeness and the boorming of 2 mullion bees at pasture Het
the littluns who had run after him caught up with hun. Thef
talked, cried out unintelligibly, lugged him towards the trees
Then, amtd the roar of bees 1n the afternoon sunlight, Stet
found for them the fruit they could not reach, pulled of th
choicest from up 1n the foliage, passed them back down to
the endless, outstretched hands \When he had satisfied them
he paused and looked round The littluns watched hm 12
scrutably over double handfuls of nipe frut

Stmon turned away from them and went where the just pef
ceptible path led him Soon high jungle closed 1a Tall trunks
bore unexpected pale flowers all the way up to the dark canopy
whete Life went on clamorously, The 21t here was datk t00
and the creepers dropped their ropes like the niggng of foud
dered ships His feet left prints 1n the soft soul and the creepes
shivered throughout their lengths when he bumped thea

He came at last to a place where more sunshune fell. Si¢
they had not so far to go for light the creepers had wovea
gteat mat that hung at the stde of an open space 1n the jungle
for hete a pateh of rock came close to the surface and woul
not allow more than httle plants and ferns to grow The whob
space was walled with dark aromatic bushes, and was @ bow
of heat and Light A great tree, fallen across one corner, leanct
aganst the trees that stull stood and a rapsd climber flauntct
ted and yellow sprays night to the top

Simon paused He looked over his shoulder as Jack bad
done at the close ways behind him and glanced swifily roond
to confirm that he was utterly alone For a moment his move:
ments were almost futtive ‘Then he bent down and wormed
his way 1nto the centre of the mat The creepers and the bushes
were 50 close that he left hus sweat on them and they P“u“l
together behind him When he was secure m the middle he
was in 2 hittle cabin screened off from the open space by a fe®
leaves He squatted down, parted the leaves and looked out
into the cleanng Nothing moved but 2 pair of gaudy butter
flics that danced round each other in the hot air. Holding bis
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breath he cocked a critrcal car at the sounds of the sland
Evening was advancing towards the 1sland, the sounds of the
bright fantastic birds, the bee-sounds, even the crying of the
gulls that were returning to their roosts among the square
focks, were faunter The deep sea breaking miles away on the
te¢f made an undertone less perceptible than the susurration
of the blood

Stmon dropped the screen of leaves back nto place The

~ slope of the bars of honey-coloured sunlight decreased, they

shid up the bushes, passed over the green candle like buds,
moved up towards the canopy, and datkness thickened under
the trees With the fading of the light the r1otous colours died
and the heat and urgency cooled away ‘The candle buds
stirred Theit green sepals drew back a ittle and the white tips
of the flowers rose delicately to meet the open air

Now the sunlight had Lifted clear of the open space and
Withdrawn from the sky Datkness poured out, submerging
the ways between the trees till they were dim and strange as
the bottom of the sea The candle buds opened therr wide
white lowers glmmering under the light that prcked down
from the first stars Thetr scent spalled out 1nto the arr and took
Possesston of the 1sland

CHAPTER FOUR

Parnted Faces and Long Harr

THz first thythm that they became used to was the slow swing
from dawn to quick dusk They accepted the pleasures of
moraing the bright sun the whelming sea and sweet air, as
2 tme when play was good and life so full that hope was not
necessary and therefore forgotten Towards noon, as the
floads of Light fell more nearly to the perpendicular, the stack
colours of the morning were smoothed 1n pear] and opales
cence, and the heat — as though the impending sun’s height
8ave 1t momentum — became 2 blow that they ducked, running
to the shade and Iyng there, pethaps even sleeping
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Strange things happened at mud day The glttertng sea s
up, moved apart 1 planes of blatant impossibility, the @
reef and the few, stuated palms that clung to the more elevs
parts would float up mnto the sky, would quiver, be pluc
apart, run Itke raindrops on 2 wise o be repeated as man¢
succession of murrors Sometimes land loomed where
Wwas no land and flicked out ke a bubble as the Ch:-ld-‘
watched Piggy discounted all this learnedly as a ‘mrage’, s
since no boy could reach even the recf over the stretch
water whete the snapping sharks waited, they grew aca
tomed to these mysteries and 1gnored them, just as they !
nored the miraculous, throbbing stars At mudday the illusto
merged 1nto the sky and there the sun gazed down like s
angry eye Then, at the end of the afternoon, the mirage U
sided and the horzon became level and blue and clipped:
the sun declined That was another time of comparative €0¢
ness but menaced by the coming of the dark When the s
sank, darkness dropped on the isfand ke an extinguisher a0
soon the shelters were full of restlessness, under the remol
stars

Nevestheless, the " Europ 1 of work
play, and food nght through the day, made 1t smpossible fo
them to adjust themselves wholly to this new thythm. Tb
Lttlun Percival had eutly crawled 1nto a shelter and stayec
there for two days, tatkang, singing, and crying, tll they
thought hum batty and were fatntly amused Ever since the?
he had been peaked, redeyed, and miscrable, a bitthun who
played Little and crred often

The smaller boys wete known now by the genenc title of
‘Lirtluns® The decreas1n stze, from Ralph down, was gradual,
and thouph there was 2 dabrous zegion inhabited by 5107
and Robertand Manrrce, neverthelees no one had any difficolty
in recogmuzing biguns at one end and bittluns at the other TE
undoubted Littluns, those aged about mx, led 2 quite distiret
ard at the same tme intense, Life of their own They ate mest
of the day, picking fruit where they could reach st and not
Farmcular sbout fiperess and qualiry They were used now t2
rtomach aches and a sort of chronic durrf oea They suffered
u ol terrons 1n the dark and huddled topether for cormfort
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had not been touched, so they made no protest Oaly PC‘"-‘:}
began to whimper with an eyeful of sand and Mautice hure
away In his other life Maurice had recerved chasusement
filing a younger eye with sand Now, though there W’sf}
patent to let fall 3 hetvy hand, Maurice still felt the unesst
wrong domng At the back of his mind formed the uacesst
outlines of an excuse He muttered something about 2 %
and broke 1nto a trot

Roger remained, watching the Iittluns He was not 110;{lcr
ably darker than when he had dropped m, but the shoidm
black hatr, down his nape and low on his forehead, seem .
sutt his gloomy face and made what had seemed at fiest a0
socuable remoteness into something forbidding P"ﬂw
finished hus whimper and went on playing, for the m“bl‘-‘
washed the sand away Johnny watched htm with chioz i
eyes, then began to fling up sand 1n 2 shower, and presea]
Percrval was crytng again e

When Henry tired of his play and wandered off aloog
beach, Roger followed hum, Lecping beneath the palms i
dufting casually 1n the same direction Henry walkedats
tance from the palms and the shade because he was 00 youss
to keep himself out of the sun He went down the beach 52
busted himself at the water’s edge The great Pacific tude ¥
coming in and every few seconds the relauvely still watet
the lagoon heaved forwards an inch There were |:tl7ﬂ""ﬁX
that kved ta this last fling of the sea, tiny teansparences lh:h
came questing 1n with the water over the hot, dry sand W
1mpalpable organs of sense they examined this new field P ‘;
haps food had appeared where at the last sncussion there b
been none, bird droppiags, sects perhaps, any of the stre¥?
detritus of Landward bfe Like a mynad of tiny tecth 12 $3%
the transg came ging over the beach ¢

This was fasanating to Heaty He poked about with 2 bf
of stick, that itself was wave-worn and whitened and & V1§
r2nt, and tried to control the motions of the scavengers H¢
made Little runnels that the tide flled and tred to crowd them
Bith creatures He became absorbed bejond mere happtacs?
as he feltr umself excraising control over Living things He
talked to them, urging them, ordening them Driven back by
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the tide hus footprints became bays 1n which they were trap
ped and gave hum the llusion of mastery He squatted on hus
hams at the water’s edge, bowed with a shock of hair falling
over his forchead and past hus eyes, and the afternoon sun
emptied down invistble arrows
Roger waited too At first he had hidden belund a gteat
palmbole, but Henty’s absorption with the transparencies was
50 obvious that at Jast he stood out 1n full view He looked
along the beach Percrval had gone off, crying, and Johany was
Ieft 1n toumphant possession of the castles He sat there,
Crooning to himself and throwing sand at an imagmary Per
aval, Beyond bim, Roger could see the platform and the
plints of spray where Ralph and Stmon and Py ggy and Maurice
were diving 1n the pool He listened carefully but could only
Just hear them
A sudden breeze shook the fringe of palm trees, so that the
fronds tossed and fluttered Sixty feet above Roger, a cluster
of nus, fibrous lumps as big as rughy balls, were loosed from
it stems They fell ebout hum with a series of hard thumps
and he was not touched Roger did not consider hus escape,
but looked from the nuts to Heary and back again
e subsoil beneath the palm tee=s was a ratsed beach, and
8etierations of palms had worked loose 1n this the stones that
d lan on the sands of another shore Roger stooped, ptcked
Up a stone, aimed, and threw 1t at Henry threw 1t to muss
¢ stone, that token of Ppreposterous time, bounced five
yards to Henry’s night und fell 1n the water Roger gathered a
dful of stones and began to throw them Yet there was a
fpace tound Henry, perhaps six yards in diameter, 1to which
be dare not throw Here, 1nvisible yet strong, was the taboo
of the old Life, Round the squatting child was the protection
Of parents and school and policemen and the law Roger s arm
W3 conditioned by a c1vilization that knew nothing of him
ﬂﬂg{ Was 1n rung
Aty was surprised by the ploppin: sounds 1n the water
He abandoned tl?: nolseley;s tmﬁspgfenglcs and pointed at the
Centre of the spreading rings like a setter This side and that
the stones fell and Henry turned obediently but always too
1€ 10 see the stones in the atr Atlast he saw oneand laughed,
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Roger opencd his cyes ar Daaw b 3 darker shaly N
ber cath the swarttur~ts of husskan, bue Jark noueed C(:n‘ i
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Thete was & poal at the end of the river a uoy m;:!‘ P
med back by 121d and full of ahute water il es a0 d{}“
like reeds Here Sae and 1 nic wese wait o, and D rew
concealed from the sun Leeleh, the pootand opered?
latpe laaves that f e carmed One of them contamed “'hb‘; .
and the other red Dy them Iy a stich of charcoal °
down from the fire red

ack explatned to Roger as he worke:

']nucy (l;on't smell me They see me, [ thunk Someth-
pink,«under the trees *

He smeared on the clay

“If only I'd some green!” o

He turned a half.concealed face up to Roper and 305%
the incomprehension of his gare

‘For hu‘r’mng Like 1a the war You know - "hzzlc pa
Like things teying to look hike something clse -

He twisted 1n the urgency of teling

¢ = like moths on # tree trunk *

Roger understood and nodded gravely The twins X‘i‘:}‘;
towards Jack and began to protest mdly about sofnc
Jack waved them away

‘Shut up * dat

He rubbed the chareoal stick between the patches of red 3
white on his face.

No You two come with me ”

He peered at hus reflection and disliked it. He bent doWd
took up a double handful of lukewarm water and rubbed
mess from lus face. Freckles and sandy eyebrows appeas®

Roger smiled unwillingly

“You don’t half look a mess *
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Jack planned Ius new face. He made one check and one eye
socket white, then he rubbed red over the other half of his
face and slashed a black bar of charcoal across from right ear
to left jaw He looked 1n the mere for hus reflectton, but hus
brcathmg troubled the mirror

*Samneric, Get me 2 coconut An empty one.’

He Laelt holding the shell of water A rounded patch of
sunlight fell on his face and 2 brightness appeared 1n the
depths of the water He looked 1n astonishment no longer at
bhumself but at an awesome stranger He spilt the water and
leapt to hug feet, laughing excitedly Beside the mere his
staewy body held up a mask that drew there eyes and appalled
them He began to dance and hus laughter became 2 blood
thirsty snatling He eapered towards Bill and the mask was 2

g on1ts own, behind which Jack hid Iiberated from shame
and self conscrousness The face of red and white and black,
Swung through the are and Jigged towards Bill Bill stasted up
hushmg, then suddenly he fell silent and blundered away
through the bushes

Jack rushed towards the twins

"}l;he rest are malung a bine Come onl?
at —

‘-we -
‘Come onf I'Il creep up and stab—?
e mask compelled them

Ralph climbed out of the bathing pool and trotted up the
beachand sat 1 the shade beneath the palms His fair hair was
Plastered over hys eyebrows and he pushed 1t back Simon was
ﬂoatmg in the water and kucking with hus feet and Maurice
Was Practising diving Piggy was moomng sbout, ammlessly
prcking up things and discarding them The rock pools which
30 fascinated hym ‘were covered by the tide, so he was without
M interest until the trde went back Presently, sceing Ralph
ander the palms, he came and sat by hum

Piggy wore the remainders of a patr of shorts, hus fat body
Was golden brown and the glasses still flashed when he looked
2t anything He was the only boy on the 1sland whose hair

Bever seemed to grow 'The rest were shock headed, but‘w’%”‘,7 xv

%

:
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Pigpy’s haie sull Iy 1n wisps over his head as tfmuxh I’Igd‘;‘
were his naturg) state, and this imperfeer lc!avcrmz; would s
80, like the velvet on o young stag’s antlers.

‘I"ve been (hinking,' he said, “about a clock. We muh*].l!’h
2 sundial. We could put a stick in the sand, and then- u

The cffort to express the mathematical processes 1av0)
Was too great. He made a few passes instead. s

‘And an aiphane, and 2 TV set,” said Ralph sourly,
steam engine,’

Pigpy shook his head. y

‘Ygoguyh:v: to have a lot of metal things for (h’zt,' be sed
‘and we haven't 8ot no metal. But we got & stick. bort

Ralph turned and smiled involuntanly, Piggy was au i
hus far, his ass-mar, and his matter-of-fact jdeas were fl:, .
there was always a btele pleasure to be got out of pulliog
leg, even if one did 1t by accident, . . .

g}’nggy saw the smile 20d misinterpreted it as fﬂcndl’:u’:ﬂ
There had grown up tacitly among the biguns the (:i}:dﬂ"’
that Piggy was an outsider, not only by accent, which &s
matter, but by fat, and ass mar, and specs, and 2 “Mnmg
inchination for manual labour, Now, finding that Scmcfi s
he had said made Ralph smile, he rejoiced and presse
advantage,

‘We g&;t alot of sticks. We could have a sundial each. The?
we should know what the time was,’

‘A fat lot of good that would be.’ uld be

“You sad you wanted things done. So as we co
fescued.”

“‘Oh, shut up,* cost 8

He leapt to his feot ang trotted back to the pool, just -
Maurice did 2 rather poor dtve, Ralph was glad of 2 Chmc‘ce
change the subject. He shouted as Maurtce came to the surface:

Belly flop! Belly flopi® o the

Maurice flashed 2 smle at Ralph who shd easily into ¢ N
water. OF all the boys, he was the most at home there; bu
today, irked by the mention of tescue, the useless, footlng .
mention of fescue, even the gteen depths of water fﬂd ‘1’;
shattered, golden sun held no balm, Instead of remarning 20! d
plying, he swam vy steady strokes under Stmon 4
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erawled out of the other side of the pool to ke there, sleck and
streamung like a seal Piggy, always clumsy, stood up nd
came to stand by him, so that Ralph rolled on his stomach and
Pretended not to see The murages had died away and gloomily
he ran hug cye along the taut blue hine of the honzon

The next moment he was on hus feet and shouting

‘Smohe! Smoke!’

Simon tried to sit up 1n the water and got a mouthful
Maurice, who had been standing ready to dive, swayed back
on hus heels, made 2 bolt for the platform, then swerved back
to the prass under the palms There he started to pull on his
tattered shorts, to be ready for anything

Ralph stood, one hand holding back his hair, the other

enched Simon was dxmbmg out of the water Piggy was
rubbing lus glasses on his shorts and squinting at the sea
Maurice had 8ot both legs through one leg of his shorts — of
all the boys, only Ralph was still

‘T can’t see no smoke,” satd Piggy incredulously *I can’t
$¢€ 10 smoke, Ralph ~ where 1s 1t 3"

Ralph sard nothing Now both his hands wete clenched
Over hus forehead so that the farr hair was kept out of his eyes

eI;Vads leamag forward and alteady the salt was whitening

s body

‘Ralph - where’s the ship??

Simon stood by, looking from Ralph to the honzon
Mauriee’s trousers gave way with a sigh and he abandoned

M as a wreck, tushed towards the forest, and then came

ack again

The smoke 'Wwas a tight little knot on the horizon and was
ucoting slowly Beneath the smoke was a dot that mught be
3 funnel Ralph’s face was pale as he spoke to himself

They'll see our smoke *

Piggy was loolung 1n the nght direction now

‘It don’t laok much *

He turned tound and peered up 2t the mountain Ralph
conttnued to watch the ship, ravenously Colour was coming
ba‘ck Into ks face, Simon stood by hum sident

80w I can’t see very much,’ said Piggy, ‘but have we
80t any smokep?
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Ralph moveq impatiently, still watching the ship.

‘The smoke on the mountain.* b S
Maurice came funning, and stared out to sca. Bot c;:'
and Piggy were looking up at the mountain, Puggy ;u::@
Up his face but Simon crjed out as though he had hurt
‘Ralph! Ralph* d
The quality of his speech slewed Ralph on the ’mn;”.
You tell me,’ saig Piggy anviously, *Is there 2 s‘gborf-‘&
Ralph looled back at the dispersing smoke on the
then up at the mountain, 2
‘Ralph - please! Ts there 2 signal?* st Ralst
Simon pu}:cut his hand, timudly; to touch Ralph; b;‘o};":
started to run, splashing through the shallow en K
bzthmg-pool, actoss the hot, white sand and under d“{'",,r
moment later, he o, battling with the complex ‘},ﬂ
Browth that wys already engulfing the scar. Simon nin
him, then Maurice, Piggy shouted,
‘Ral, B! Please - Raj hi? s ot I
Thcr?hc 00 started {’o run, stumbling over M:un‘}‘; ;’:
carded shores before he was across the terrace, Bdm—du’
four boys, the smoke moved gently along the hommi""n"'
the beach, Heary and Johnny were throwing sand at “,Jzo:
who wag CEFINg quictly again; and al three were in oy
iznorance of the €xCiteneny, s
By the ume Ralph 1 g feached the indw ard end om"";’ﬂ'
I UNAP recious breagl ta swear, Je dod dcsr’fﬂ"-"""";,
tohts maked body:mnng the 25ping erecpers so that b 0”““" .
hd np over by, Just where the steep ascent of the mow l"':
bepan, he 30Pped. Maur,ce wag only 3 few yards belurd ;:‘
‘Pieryy Ipecsl’ thayeed Ralph, if the fire’s nghtoys, vt -
ford them v
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‘Oh God, oh God!® - - .

Simon, struggling with bushes, ciught Kis breath His facky
was twisted Ralph blundéred g, savaging himself, as the
wisp of smole moved on Y - P

The fire was dead They saw that,straigheaway, sawg Wwhat,,
they had really known down on the beaclt whien tHe $moke &f
home had beckoned, The fire was nightvout,~smokéehitls and
dead, the watchers were gone A pile of unused fuel lay ready

Ralph turned to the sea The honzon stretched, tmpersonal

once more, barren of all but the fawntest trace of smoke Ralph
12n stumbling along the rocks, saved himself on the edge of
the pink chiff, and screamed at the ship

‘Come back! Come back!”

He ran backwards and forwards along the ciff his face
always to the sea, and his vorce rose mnsanely

*Come back! Come back)®

Simon and Mautice arrived Ralph looked at them with un
winking eyes Smmon turned away, smeaning the water from
his cheeks Ralph reached 1nside himself for the worst word
he knew

“They let the bloody fire out *

He looked down the unfriendly side of the mountain Piggy
armved out of breath and whimpening like a Lttlnn, Ralph
clenched hus fist ang went very red The wntentness of his gaze,
the bitterness of hus voice pointed for him

“There they ate *

A procession had appeated fat down among the pink screes

2t lay near the water’s edge Some of the boys wore black
€aps but otherwise they were almost naked ‘They lifted sticks
19 the ayr together, whenever they came to an easy patch
They were cha.mmg, something to do with the bundle that
the errant tyyns careled so carefully Ralph preked out Jack
Casily, even at that distance, tall red hateed and inevifably
leading ¢he Pprocession

Sumon looked now, from Ralph to Jack, as he had looked

Tom Ralph to the borizon, and what he saw seemed to make
afrad Ralph said nothung more, but waited while the pro

Cession came neater The chant wasaudible butat that distance

stll wordless Behind Jack walked the twins, catrying a great

T-c
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+ ‘Thete was lashings of blood,” sud Jack, laughing and
. shuddenng *30u should have seen 1tl*
« Wellgo bunting every day-*
Ralph spolke again, hoarsely He had not moved
"You let the fire out.’
© tepetition made Jack unsasy He loohed at the twins
and then bacl, at Ralph
"We had to have them 1n the hunt,” he sud ‘or there
« Wouldn’t have been enough fora ring *
. He flushed conscious of a faule
. “The fire’s oaly been out an hour or two We can hght up
2gam -*
g g;‘lc noticed Ralph's scarred nakedness, and the sombre
X silence of al) four of them e sought, charitable 1n his happt

ledge that had come to them when they closed 1n on the strug
gling prg, knowledge that they had outwitted a living thing,
1mposed thetr vyl upon 1t, taken away 1ts hfe ihe a long satis
g drink,
He spread Ius arms wide
“You should have seen the blood!”

¢ hunters were more silent now, but at ths they buzzed
2gain, Ralph flung back hts hatr One arm potnted at the
2ty horizon. His voce was loud and savage, and struck
them 1ato silence

“There was 2 ship *

Jack, faceq at once with too many awful 1mplications

ucked away from them He latd 2 hand on the pig and drew

s knife Ralph brought his arm down fist clenched, and hus
votee shool,

“There was 5 ship Out there You said you’d Lkeep the fire
Boing ang you let 1t outl® He tool a step towards Jack who
fummed and faced hym s

They might have seen us We might have gone home —

Was too bitter for Piggy, who forgot his timudity 1n the
2800y of his loss He began to cry out, shrilly

“You ang your blood, Jach Merridew! You and your
buating! e might have gone home - *
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Pigg gmbhed 20d put ca the ghswes. He looked male
volacdy oo Jack

‘1 o to Rave them <pees. Now Loals got oz eve. Jus vou
P

Jock mede 3 move towards Piegy who ccramb'ed avwar nil
2 grest »nel Ior between them. He thrust has besa over the
t0p 223 glared 2+ Jack through hus one flushing glass.

“No= 1 only go* one eve. Just vou war —°

Jok romicked the whine and stramble.

‘Jus” vou wz ~ yah!?

Prgzv 2nd the parody were <o funav that the harters beqan
fo bugh, Juck fel* eacoumsged. He went on serambhing «nd
the hinghier rocc to 2 gate of hysteniz, Lawillnglv Raloh fel+
bis Lo t=arch, Be was angre with himsels for giving wav

He mngrered.

“That was 2 durty tnel.”

Jack broke out of bus grration and <tood facing Ralph His
words came 1n a shout.

“All nght, all nght!”

He looLed 2+ Piggr, at the bunters, at Ralph.

‘Im sorrv About the fire, I mean. There, -

He drew bmself ip

‘=1 apologize.”

¢ buzz from the hunters was one of admirstion at this
bandsome behaviour Clearly they were of the opinion that
Jack b2d dore the decent thing, had put himself 10 the neht
by hus geaerous apology and Ralph, obscurely, in the wrong
T waited for 20 approprately decent answer
Yet Ralph's throat refused to pass oge. He resented, as an
4ddit.on to JacL’s misbehavionr, this verbal tack. The fire was
dead, the ship was gone. Could they not see> Aager inst-ad ot
d‘-‘f-mcy passed hus throat.
“That was a durty tack.”
They were silent on the mountamn top while the op:aq\.aa—\
look appeared 10 Jack's cyes and passed awav 5
Ralph’s final word was an ungracious muttet .
“All righe. Light the fire”
th some posttive action before them & b
ston died. Ralph sud no more, dd oe o (O
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. Power, but Piggy by advertising his omission made more

* cruelty necessary

- "You didn’t hunt* ,
‘No more did Ralph,” said Piggy wetly, “nor Simon * He

amplified “Thers 1sn’t more than a ba’porth of meat 1 a

cnb?

Ralph surred uneasily Simon situng between the twins
2ad Pigey, wiped hus mouth and shoved his ptece of meat over
the rocks o Piggy, who grabbed 1t ‘The twins giggled and
- Stmon lowered Tus face 1n shame
 Then Jack leapt to hus feet, slashed off 2 gteat hunk of meat,
 and flung 1t down at Simon’s feet,

‘Eat! Damn youl®

He plared at Simon,

‘Take 1t]”

He spun on hys heel, centre of a bewildered circle of boys

<1 got you meat1’

Numberless and inexpressible frustrations combined to
make hyg rage elemental and awe nspiring

‘I parnted my face -1 stole up Now you eat - all of you -
andI.»

Slowly the silence on the mouatan top decpened till the
click of ‘the fire and the soft hiss of roasting meat could be

card clearly Jack looked round for understanding but found
only respect Ralph stood among the ashes of the signal fire,
bus hands full of meat, saging nothing

Then at last Maurice broke the silence He changed the
subject to the only one that could bring the majonty of them
together

“Whete did you find the pig?’

0get pointed down the unfriendly side

“They were there - by the sca *

b J’Ck.yrccovcrmg chKd not bear to have his story told He
toke 1n quack]

“We sptriczd xgund Tcrept on hands and knees The spear;
fell out because they hadn t barbs on The pig fan away an
made an awful norse — * R

“It turned back and ran 1nto the circle bleeding ~

¢ boys were talking at once, relieved and excited

t
’
3
4
.
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*We closed in - * Lo O

The first blow had paralysed sts hind quarters, <o t22
arcle could close 11 and beat and beat —

‘T cut the pig's throat - * ;

The mms,psﬁll shanng their dentical grin, jumped "?’:
fan round each other Then the rest joined n, makag B3
dying nosses and shouting

“‘One for hus nob)®

‘Ghehima fourpenny onel’ Log

Then Maurice pretended to be the pig and ran S‘T'z‘:d »
into the centre, and the hunters, cirching stll, preten
beat lum As they danced, they sang

Rall the pig Cut Ler throat Bash ber m’ 1 ey

Ralph watched them, envious and resentful Not ¢
flgged and the chant died away, did he speak,

‘P'm calling an assembly *

One by one, they halted, and stood watching him. ©

‘With the conch I’m calling 2 mecting even if we hﬂ“m
£0 on nto the dark Down on the platform When I blow
Now *
He turned away and walked off, down the mountait

CHAPTER TIVE

Beast from Water

Tax tide was coming in and there was only a parrow smpul;ff
fitm beach between the water and the white, stumbling st
aear the palm terrace Ralph chose the firm steip as 2 Pldns
because he needed to think, and only here could he allow
feet to move without having to watch them Suddenly, paciog
by the water, he was overcome with astonishment He foun
himself understanding the Weatisomeness of this life Wh“;
every path was an improvisation and a considerable part O
one’s waking hfe was spent watching one’s feet He stoppeds
facng the strip, and r, bering that first enth <
nlonation as though 1t were Patt of a brghter childhood, be
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imuled Jeeringly He turned then and walked back towards the
shatform with the sun 1n his face The time had come for the
“Fssembly and as_he walked 1nto the concealing splendours of
¢ sunlight he went catefully over the points of his speech
ere must be no mistake about this assembly, no chasing
S tmaginary
2 He lost humself 10 2 maze of thoughts that were rendered
gue by his lack of words to express them Frowning, he
tried again
S meeting must not be fun, but bustness
¢ At that he walkeq faster, aware all at once of urgency and
“hthe 0g sun and a little wind created by his speed that
breathed ahous s face This wind pressed his grey shurt
against hus chest so that he noticed ~ 1n this new mood of
4 comprehension . bow the folds were stiff ike cardboard, and
pleasant, noticed 00 how the frayed edges of his shorts
Wwere making an uncomfortable, pmk area on the front of his
ghs With'a convulston of the mind Ralph discovered dirt
nd decay, understood how much he dislihed perpetually
Bicking the tangled hair out of hus eyes, and at last, when the
U0 was gone, rolling nousily to rest among dry leaves At
that, he began to trot,

The beach near the bathing pool was dotted with groups
of boys Watting for the assembly They made way for him
silently, conscions of s gum mood and the fault at the fire

e place of assembly 1n which he stood was roughly a
thangle, byt rregular and sketchy, like everything they made
First there w25 the log on which he himself sat, a dead tree
that must haye been quite exceptionally big for the platform

ethaps one of those legendary storms of the Pacific had
shufted 3¢ there Thys palm trunk lay parallel to the beach, so
t when Ralph sat he faced the 1sland but to the boys was a
darlashy figure against the shimmer of the lagoon The two
sides of the toangle of which the log was base were less evenly
efin On the fghtwasa log pohshed by restless seats along
€top, but not so large a3 the chref’s and not so comfortable,

A the left were four smal} logs, one of them ~ the furthest —

’“‘mbly spungy Asscmbly after assembly had broken up
n ]‘“‘Shl:r when someone had leanced too far back and the log
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=
had whipped and thrown half a dozen boys bn:kwﬂf:t’ hL:‘
the grass Yet now, he $aW, no one had had the wit —ﬂd -
self nor Jack, nor Piggy ~ to bring a stone aﬂdd‘l"; ;Jg;; o
thing  So they would continue enduring the ol 1n 2
twister, because, because +«+ Agamn he lost hims
Wwaters of
Grass was worn away 1 front of each trunh b“ffh':‘:' "
and untrodden 1n the centre of the trrangle Then, RQAH !
the grass was thick agan because no one sat there. e
the place of assembly the grey trunks rose, straight °’w‘ o
2nd supported the low roof of leaves On two 5‘d§; s
beach, behund, the lagoon, 1n front, the darkness of :hadl’
Ralph turned to the chief’s seat, They had m‘;“k 9
assembly as late before That was why the place ws 1ebe
different. Normally the underside of the green roof ‘l:“ sl
a tangle of golden reflections, and their faces were ; r’; "
down, Iike ~thought Ralph, when you hold an d“‘“]dc o
18 your hands But now the sun was slanting 1n at one 1%
that the shadows were where they ought to be hat ¥
Again he fell into thae strange mood of speculation t abor
50 foreign to hum If faces were different when kit from
o1 below ~ what wag a face? What was anything? wes!
Ralph moved impatiently. The trouble was, if }'O“(h:o‘.
chief you had to think, you had to be wise, And then s
€aston shipped by so that you had to grab at a deasion. o
made you think; because thought was a valuable thing,
got results ., | 1 ast
Only, deerded Ralph as he faced the chicf’s seat,
think. Not Like Pigpy. vl
Once more that ¢verung Ralph bad to adjust his o £
Piggy could thiak. He conld £0 step by step mstde ‘!:’H b
head of fus, only Pigpy was no chief. But Piggy, for o
ludicrous body, had brans, Ralph was a specualist in thoug
now, and couid recognize thought 1n another, n
The sun 1n his €yes reminded him how yme was passs
50 be took the coreh down from the tree and cxamired ':;
sutface. Cxposure to the alt had bleached the yellow and t;‘
10 near white, and tfansparency, Ralph felt 2 kund of 2 .
HORI'E revererce for the conch, even though he had fished t*
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hing out of the lagoon humself. He faced the place of as-
embly and put the conch to hus Lips
. Ihe others were warting for thts and came straight away,
Those who wese awate that a ship had passed the 1sland while
¢ fite was out were subdued by the thought of Ralph’s
\nger; while those, tacluding the Littluns who did not know,
Yete impressed by the general air of solemnity, The place of
ssembly lled quickly; Jack, Simon, Maurice, most of the
unters, on Ralph’s right; the test on the left, under the sun,
‘887 c2me and stood outside the triangle, This indicated that
¢ wished to Listeq, but would not speak; and Piggy intended
1tasa gesture of disapproval,

“The g 152 we need an assembly.”

No one saiq an g but the faces turned to Ralph were
iatent, He flourtshed the conch He had learnt as a practical
business the fandamental statements Like this had to be said
Bt least twice, hefore everyone understood them, One had to
%% attracting a1) eyes to the conch, and drop words like heavy

# 1ound stones among the little groups that crouched os squat-
,“ He wag searching his mind for stmple words so that even
e litluns woulg understand what the assembly was about,
" Later Pethaps, practised debaters — Jack, Maurice, Piggy -
V,W°“ld use their whole art to twist the meeting: but now at
1 the begmmng the subject of the debate must be laid out
dearly,
‘We nieed 2n assembly."Not fot fun, Not for laughing and

g off the lIog’ — the group of littluns on the twister gig-

,31“;1 20d looked a¢ each other — ‘not for making jokes, or
for’ _ pe Lfted the conch 11 an effort to find the compelling
 Vord - ¢for cleverness, Not for these things. But to put things

.Hc Paused for a moment,

T've been along. By myself T went, thinking what’s what
T know gy e, need An assembly to put things straight,
And figy of all, Py speakung *

© Paused for 4 moment and automatically pushed back

b5 haie pigp, tptoed to the trangle, hus incffectual protest
made, and 1omeq the others,

Ralph went oq
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“We have lots of assemblics Everybody enjoys ;5;(
and being together We decrde things But th:y:hes -
done We were going to have water brought from Sonv
and left 1n those caconut shells under fresh lav;:ﬂs et
for a few days Now there’s no water The sl
People drink, from the river *

There was a murmur of assent - fon®

‘Not that thete’s anything wrong with don i -t
niver I mean I’d sooner have water from ‘b’tpt ot
know - the pool where the waterfall 1s - than °“l brovg”
coconut shell Only we sud we'd have the wate this o
And now not There were only two full shells there
noon ’

He lIicked hys lips

“Then there’s huts Shelters *

The murmur swelleq 2gam and died away for 372

*You mostly sleep 1n shalters Tomght, uCCP'mo belz
up by the fire, you’ll a1 sleep there Who buile d:e Bl

Clamour tose at once Everyone had built

Ralph had to wave the conch once more a0 b/: }

Wait a minute| 1 mean, who bue all thrrc,? W;M 2
the first on¢e, four of us the second one, and me ’n Sl‘\'a e’
the last one oyper there That's why 1t’s so tottery s b
laugh "That shelter might fall down if the rain co
We Il need those shelters then *

He paused ang cleared his throat, he 207
“There’s another thing We chose those rocks rig]

12

o® People seem to use anywhere Bven near ‘h’;:;,
and the platform, You ttluns, when you're getung
You're taken shogy . *

The assembly roared e fr

‘I said of you re taken shory you keep away from t

13 3 direy *

ugh -1 rose again
I sald thar's direyy®
He plucked a¢ tus gy grey shire,

]
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“That’s teally dirty If you're taken short you go right along
the beach to the tocks See>”

Pigoy held out hys hands for the conch but Ralph shook his
head “Ihyg speech was planned, point by pomnt

‘We've all got to use the rocks agamn This place 1s getting
ety He paused The assembly, sensing a crsts, was tensely
=pectant *And then about the fire *

Ralph let out s spate breath with a lttle gasp that was
*choed by hus audience Jack started to chip a prece of wood
with his knufe ang whispered something to Robett, who
ooked away,

“The fire 15 the most important thing on the ssland How
A0 We ever be rescued except by luck, 1f we don’t keep a fire
g2 Is 2 fire too much for us to make?’

e flang out an arm
“Look at sl How many are we? And yet we can’t kecp,a
€ gomng to make smoke Don’t you ‘understand? Can’t
0“;& We ought to — ought to die before we let the fire
ut

There vrag 2 self conscious g1ggling among the hunters
Aph turmed o them passtonately

“You hunters! You can laughl But I tell you the smoke 15
198 Important thag the pig, however often you kil one Do

of you seep® He spread his arms wide and tatned to the
hole trnangle,

We've got to make smoke up there - or die.’

He Paused, feeling for hys next pomnt

‘And anothey thing ?

Someone called out,

“Too many things *

There came mutters of agreement Ralph overrode them
‘Ang another thing We aearly set the whole 1sland on fire
" we wagee time, solling rocks, and making little cooking
e Now} say thus and make 1t a rule, because I’'m chief We
20t have g fire anywhere but on the mountan, Ever *

€1¢ was 3 row immediately Boys stood up and shouted
‘d Ralph shouted bacl,
€3use 3f you want a fire to cook fish or crzb, you can

Iy well 89 Up the mountan That way we'll be certain
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Hands were reaching for the conch in the light of theset™

sun He held on and leapt on the trunk, ored el
‘All this T meant to say Now I've saud 1t You v

chief Now you do what I say ? o

ey quxe{cncd, slowly, and at Jast were seated agais. Rir

dropped down and spoke 1n his ordwnary vou:ck e B
‘So temember The rochs for a Lmtory, ;:P fire fof

going and smoke showing as a signal POﬂ tt

the mountan Tzke your food up there beld ont b3
Jach stood up, scowhag 1n the gloom, and

ands

‘T haven’t finished yet®

‘But you’ve talked and talked!’

“‘I’ve got the conch *

Jack sat down, grumblin, ut.”

‘Then the last thing T}:u;gxs what people can talh sbo

He waited u] the platform was very still by Webegd

“Things are breaking up I don’t understand why

m
He moved the conch gently, looking beyond "S;njk
nothing, remembering the Beastre, the snake, the fire,

of fear

“Then People starteq Betting frightened * Jach b

ptly It
Dut that's Litlung’ tali el gos st straighe So the
patt, the bit we can al] gl about, 1s kund of derding
ear *

The hatt was crec, 108 mnto his eyes again

‘We've got to mlkl:bogut ths Feas and demsde there's “°::ﬁ
11t I'm frghteneq myself, sometmes, only that’s nons’
Like bogies Then, when we've decided, we can 5'“:. theee
2ad be careful abone things Itke the fire * A preture Of T
boys walking along the bright beach flitted through fus m
‘And be happy * s

Ceremonnliy, Ralph latd the conch on the trunk bestde
5 2 sign that ‘the speecy Was over What sunlight reach
them way level,

Jack stood Up 2ad took the conch.



BEAST FROM WATER 79

T%ay, you don’t hunt o build or help ~ you’re 2 lot of cry
- babies and sisges Thu's what And as for the fear - you’ll
- have to pyy 8P with that like the rest of us *

"~ Ralph looked at Jack open mouthed, but Jack took no
Qotice,

Bﬂph interrupted him testily
What 15 al} thysp Who sad anything about an animal 3*
“You did, the other day You said they dream and ery out
Now they galjc .. not only the littluns, but my hunters some
es ~ talk of thing, a dark thing a beast, some sort of
auma] ye heard You thought not, dida’t you® Now hsten
Youdon 8etbiganimals on small tslands Only pigs You only
8¢t lions ang Ugets s big countries like Africa and Tnds >
e Zoo - *

‘Tye got the conch I'm not talling about the fear Im
8 about the beast Be frightened of you like But as for
€ beagt _ »

Jack Paused, cradling the conch, and turned to s hunters
with their dirty Blael, caps

Am T a hugtey ot am I not?*

€y nodded, sumply He was a hunter all nght No one
doubteq that,

“Well then T've been all over ths 1sland By myself If
there woge , beast 1d have seen st Be frightened because
Fou'te like thae but there 1s no beast 10 the Forest.”

Jack banded back the conch and sat down The whole
;Ss:g:bly applauded him with relief ‘Then Piggy held out his

an,

‘Ldon s agree with al] Jack said but with some *Course
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th\ed
there 130° 3 beast an the forest How could there be
would a beast eat?”

Pip*

‘Weeat pig*

‘Pigpy 1” . o

1 ;?m) the conchl” sard Piggy indignantly R’l‘;:b s
oughe to shut up, ouphta't they? You shut up.h)":e for O
What I mean 13 that I don't agree about xhl;1 ;omn\r'v
course there 1sn't nothing to be afraid of 1n ¢ ‘C s and 5
=~ I'been there myselfl You'll be talking about gl ""s sorelt=
things next. We know what goes on nm’i if there
wrong, there’s someone to put st right The sun B8

He took off Ius glasses and bliked at them.
gone as 1f the light hzdl been turned off

He proceeded to explain N X

‘If ypou get a pan mp)our stomach, whether it's a it
or a big one - *

‘Yours 1s a bug one * o with 8"

‘When you done hughing perhaps we can get teg agtt
meeting And if them httluns climb back on the Trl;c on k¢
they'll only £fall off 1n 2 sec. So they mught as we hing €7
ground and listen No You have doctors for cvef}'t wegth
the 1nside of your mind  You don’t reall mean ‘h‘; Piger &
be frightened all the time for nothing ? Life,” san ﬁw e
panstvely, ‘is scientufic, that’s what it1s Ina yeat 05;: 1 kno¥
the war's over they’ll be travelling to Mars and ba - bt
there 1sn°t 1o beast — not with claws and all that, I mes
I know there 150t no fear, erther *

Piggy paused

“Unless - *

Ralph moved testlessly

‘Unless what?*

“‘Unless we get frightened of people *

A sound, hﬁf Iaus%x, half ,:er,P msi among the scated bo®
Prggy ducked his head and went on hasuly £ 20d

“So let’s hear from that htthun who talked about g beas!
petbaps we can show him how suly he 1s ?

4
The Litluns began to jabber among themselves, then 02
stood forward
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. ‘What's your name?’
P

For a litlun he was self confident, holding out hs hands,
cradling the coneh g Ralph did, loo

. ‘Last qught T had 4 dream, a hornd dteam, fighting with
! by myself, fighting with
- thungs, thoge twisty things in the trees *

, }!{lc Paused, and the other littluns laughed in hornfied sym-
' bathy

; ‘Thenl was fightened and 1 woke up And I was outside
" the shelter 1,

7 myself 1 the dack and the twisty things had
 gone away’

 Vivid horror of thts, so
> held them o1 silent Th
70m bebing the white conch
L was frghteneq and statted to call out for Ralph and
. ;htn I say something moving among the trees, something
'8 a0d horyd »

He Pbaused, haly frightened b
¢ Sensation he Was creating

g hat was o fughtmare? s31a Ralph, ‘he was walking 1 his

Pposstble and so nakedly tern
e child’s voice went piping on

Y the recollection yet proud of

The assembly mutmured 3n subdued agreement

The bttlun shook hyg head stubbornly
dml Was asleep when the twisty things were fighting and when
hori.:mt away 1 was awal'ce, and 1 saw something big and

do conch and the littlun sat
.

@ You were asleep There wast’t anyone there How coukd
yone be Vandenng aboye mnt

oned Py 32500t go g he forest at night Was any-

O Was 3 Jong Pause while the assembly prj 1at ol
y grinned at the
ﬁtm“gh‘ of anyone 80108 out in the darkness Then Shnon
,\0“11’ and Ralph looked at hym gn astonishment
Sl What weye Fou mucking about in the (arl, fore’
s u:ﬂﬂ 8tabbed the cop,

conclusively # Ty
d 10 50 t0 5 Place ~ 2 place T by, -
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‘What place»* ,

Justa glac: Thnow A place in the jungle.

He hesttated ey

Jack settled the questton for them with g;i“’“ -
s vorce that coyld sound so funny and so

‘He was tahen short * behalf R

With a feeling of humilatton on Simons the fce 5%
took back the conch, looking Stmoa steraly 1
did so T

‘Well, don’t do 1¢ agamn Understand ? Not ﬂlf ‘;’fiz:ﬂngf'
enough silly talk about beasts, without the httlu
ghding aboyy likea_> pdez T

Th:gdcnslvc laughter that rose had feac s 1t f;?:} c}t: pdt
ton Simon opened hys mouth to speah but Ralp
conch, so he backed to hus seat d 1o P ggf

When the assembly was silent Ralph turaed t

“Well, Piggyor

‘There was another one Him * hum by B

The Lttluns Pushed Percival forward then Jeft fung 3t
self He stood knec-d:cp 1n the central grass, lo;; h;‘”:
hidden feer, IFINg to pretend he was 1 a tent R bF'Js P
beted another smaly boy who had stood like ‘b tho >
finched away from, the memory He had pushed t c,gm. 4
down ang out of sight, where only some PCS""Z beea £
Like ths could brng 1¢ 1o the surface There ha Pere ©8
further Mumbenings of the Iittlugs, partly because ‘dforl—‘,
N0 means o, OSUING that all of thetn were accounte: west ™
Fastly because Ralph hens the answer to at least onc g bott
Pigpy had asked on the mountamn top Thete were btd‘r P
farr, dary freckled, and g1 ditty, but their faces ¥t o

© on. Ask h,,
.I’Apgy klndr holding ¢pe conch
O% tlen \Chyy o your name» -
\ l'xhe S boy po ot 2%33 010 als tent Pigpy e
ielplersly ¢ Palph, wie spoke sharply

£
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i
‘What’s your name?

_y Tormented by the silence and the refusal the assembly
= roke mto a chant
. What's your name? What’s your name??
i ‘Quuet!?
Ralph pected at the child 1n the twilight
5 Now tell us Whae's your name >’
= ;. ‘Percrval Wemys Madison, The Vicarage, Harcourt St
hs ony, Hants, telephone, telephone, tele—’

s 1f this information ‘was rooted far down 1n the springs
f‘fof Sorrow, the littlnn wept. His face pucheted, the tears leapt
“from hys eyes, his mouth opened tll they could see a square

black hole At first he was 2 stlent effigy of sorrow, but then
; the limentapyon ¥ose out of him, loud and sustamed as the
conch,

" “Shut up, you! Shut up!’
" Percival Wemys Madison would not shut up A spring had
°¢0 tapped, far beyond the reach of authority ot even phy-
, Steal Intimidation € crying went on, breath after breath,
, 30d seemed 1 Sustain him upnight as 1f he were nailed to 1t
" ‘Shut up! Shut up!®
~ Fornow the littlens were no longer stlent They wete re-
 unded of theyy Ppersonal sorrows, and pethaps felt them-
 Selves to shate 10 2 sorrow that was untversal They began to
w0 of them almost as loud as Percival
ey unce saved them He cried out
ok at mef?

He bretended to fall oyer He rubbed s rump and sat on

© tWister 5o that he fell 1 the grass He clowned badly, but

ctawval ang the others not.ced and sniffed and laughed Pre-
se0tly they were all Iy ghing 5o sbsurdly that the biguns jotaed
m,

55

Jack weas the fist to make humself heard He had not got
the ;OnCh and thus spoke aganst the rules, but nobody
minded

And what about ghe beast?*
Somcthmg Strange was happening to Pererval. He yawned
““fl Staggered, so that Jack seized and shool. bum.
tze does the beast livep®
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“What place?’

‘Just a place I hnow A place 1n the jungle ?

He hesitated

Jack settled the question for them with that contempt 13
his voice that could sound so funny and so final

‘He was taken short *

With a feeling of humiliation on Stmon’s behalf, Ralph
took back the conch, looking Simon steraly 1n the face as he
dd so

‘Well, don’t do 1t again Understand? Not at might. There’s
enough silly talk about beasts, without the littluns seeing you
ghding about like 1 -*

The densive laughter that ose had fear 1n 1t and condemn2
tion_Simon opened hus mouth to speak but Ralph had the
conch, so he backed to lus seat

When the assembly was silent Ralph turned to Piggy

‘Well, Piggy?*

‘There was another one Him’

The littluns pushed Percival forwaed then left hum by him
self He stood Lnee deep 1n the central grass, loohing at his
hidden feet, trying to pretend he was 1n a tent Ralph remem
bered another small boy who had stood like this and l}lzc
finched away from the memory He had pushed the thought
down and out of sight, where only some positne renundt
like this could bring 1t to the surface There had beea no
further numbenings of the httluas, partly beeause there “"5
no means of ensunng that all of them were accounted for aa
pastly because Ralph knew the answer to at least onc question
Piggy had asked on the mountamn top There were Little bo;';l
far, datk, freckled, and all dirty, but their faces were &
dreadfully free of major blemushes No one had seen d‘;
rulberrycoloured birthmark again But that tme Piggy b2
coaxed and bulbied Taady admitting that he remembered the
uarentionsble, Ralph nodded to Piggy

‘Go on. Ask him.”

Pizgy knelt, bolding ¢} ¢ conch

‘Now then What s your namer®

Tte srall boy twisted awar inta als tear. Pigey tarred
telp'es Iy to Ralph, w*o spoke sharply
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‘What’s your name?’

‘Tormented by the silence and the refusal the assembly
broke tnto a chant,

‘What's your name? What s your name?’

*Quuet!”

Ralph peered at the child 1n the twihight

‘Now tell us What s your name?’

‘Percival Wemys Madison, The Viearage Harcourt St
Anthony, Hants, telephone telephone, tele—’

As if this information was rooted far down 1n the springs
of sotrow, the httlun wept. His face puckered the tears leapt
from tus eyes, us mouth opened il they could see a square
black hole At first he was a silent effigy of sotrow, but then
the lamentation rose out of him, loud and sustained as the
conch

*Shut up, youl Shut upl®

Percval Wemys Madison would not shut up A spring had
been tapped far beyond the reach of authonity or even phy
steal intimidation The erying went on, breath after breath
and seemed to sustarn him upright as if he were nailed to 1t

*Shut up} Shut upl®

For now the Iittluns were no longer silent They were re
minded of their personal sorrows, and perhaps felt them
selves to share 1n a sorrow that was universal "They began to
€1y 1n sympathy, two of them almost as loud as Percival

Maurice saved them He cried out,

‘Look at mel®

He pretended to fall over He rubbed his rump aad sat on
the twister 50 that he fell 1n the grass He clowned badly but
Percival and the others noticed and smffed and lavghed Pre
sently they were all laughing so absurdly that the brguns jotned
mn

Jack was the first to mahe himself heard He had not got

the conch and thus spoke agaast the rules, but nobody
minded

‘And what about the bast?’
Something strange was happentng to Peraval He yawned

2d staggered 5o that Jack scized and shook um
“Where does the beast Lve?’
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Percrval sagged 1n Jack’s grip. N

“That’s a clever beast,” said Piggy, jeering, “if 1t can hide on
this ssland.’

‘Jack’s been everywhere — *

‘Where could a beast hive?’

‘Beast my foot!” -

Percival muttered something and the assembly Jaughed
again. Ralph leaned forward.

“What does he say?’ .

Jack listened to Percival’s answer and then let go of hlmt:
Percival, released, surrounded by the comfortable presence o
humans, fell in the long grass and went to sleep.

Jack cleared s throat, then reported casually,

“He says the beast comes out of the sea,’

The last laugh died away, Ralph turned involuntanly, ;
black, humped figure against the lagoon. The assembly looke:
with him; considered the vast stretches of water, the high 5;’
beyond, unknown 1ndigo of infinite possibility; heard sileatly
the sough and whisper from the recf.

Maurice spoke - so loudly that they jumped. R

*Daddy said they haven’t found all the animals in the sea yet.

Argument started agamn. Ralph held out the glimmeriog
conch and Maurrce took 1t obedient! y. The meeting

‘I mean when Jack says you can be frightened because
people arc frightened anyway, that’s all right. tht when he
says there’s only pigs on this ssland, T expect he’s right, but hl:
doesn’t know, not really, not certainly I mean’ ~ Maurice t?ﬂ
a breath - “My daddy says there’s things, what d’you call “:
that make ink - squids — that are hundreds of yards long anc
€at whales whole.’ He paused agam and laughed gaily. ‘1 d‘_’“ t
belteve 1n the beast of course. As Piggy says, Iife’s S?C““EC’
but we don’t hnow, do we? Not certainly, I mean -~

Someone shouted.

‘A squd couldn’t come up out of the water]”

“Coujd!”

‘Couldn’t!® o

In 2 moment the platform was full of arguing, gesticulating
shadows. To Ralph, seated, this scemed the breaking-up of
sanuty. Fear, beasts, no general agreement that the fire was all-
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smportant and when one tried to get the thing strarght the
argument sheered off, bringing up fresh, unpleasant matter
He could see a whiteness in the gloom near him so he
grabbed 1t from Maurice and blew as Ioudly as he could The
assembly was shocked 1nto silence Stmon was close to him,
Lying hands on the conch Stmon felt a pertlous necessity to
speak, but to speak in assembly was a terrible thing to him
‘Maybe,” he satd hesttantly, “maybe there 1s 2 beast
The assembly cried out savagely and Ralph stood up i
amazemeant.
You, Simon> You believe 1n this>
‘T don’t know,” said Stmon His heartbeats were choking
him ‘But
The storm broke
“Sit downl
‘Shut upl”
“Take the conch!®
‘Sod youl”
‘Shut up!’
Ralph shouted
‘Hear him! He’s got the conch!’
“What T mean 1s maybe 1t’s only us’
Nuts]®
That was from Piggy, shoched out of decorum  Simon went
on
We could be sort of  *
Simon became mnarttculate n his effort to express man
kind s essential sllness Inspiration came to um
‘*What's the dirtiest thing there 15
As an answer Jack dropped imto the uncomprehending
slence that followed 1t the one crude expressive syllable
Release was like an orgasm Those littluns who had climbed
back on the twister fell off again and did not mund The
hunters were screaming with delight
Stmon’s cfiort fell about tum 1n ruins, the laughter beat
him eruelly and he shrank away defenceless to his seat
At last the assembly was silent agmin Someone spoke out
of turn
‘Maybe he means 1t’s some sort of ghost.”



86 LORD OF THE PLIES

Ralph Lfted the conch and peered into the gloom. The
Lightest thing was the pale beach. Sutely the httluns weze
nearer? Yes ~ there was no doubt about it, they were huddled
into a tight knot of bodies in the central grass. A flurry of
wind made the palms talk and the noise scemed very loud 0¥
that darkness and silence made it so noticeable. Two grey
trunks rubbed each other with an evil squeaking that no 08¢
had noticed by day. 3 .

Piggy took the conch out of his hands. His voice was it

gnant,

‘I don’t believe 1n no ghosts — ever!”

Jack was up too, unaccouatably angry.

*Who cares what you beheve — Fattyl®

‘I got the conch!®

There was the sound of 2 bief tussle and the conch moved
to and fro,

‘You gimme the conch back!’

Ralph pushed between them and got a thump on the chest:
He wrested the conch from someone and sat down breath-
Jessly.

“ There’s too much talk ahout ghosts. We ought to have left
all this for daylight,”

A hushed and anonymous voice broke in.

‘Perhaps that’s what the beast is — 2 ghost.”

The assembly was shaken as by a wind.

“There’s too much talking out of turn,’ Ralph said, ‘because
we can’t have proper assemblies 1f you don’t stick to the mlcs&

He stopped again, The careful plan of this assembly ba
broken down,

‘What do you want me to say then? I was wrong 0 call
this assembly so late. We'll have a vote on them; on 81305“
I mean; and then go to the shelters because we're all tired:
No ~ Jack 1s it? - wait 2 minute. I'll say here and now that I
don’t belteve in ghosts. Or I don’t think I do. But I don’t hike
the thought of them. Not now that 1s, in the dark. But we
wete going to decide what’s what.”

He rased the conch for a moment.

‘Very well then. I suppose what'’s what is whether thete are
ghosts or not—*
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He thought for a moment, formulating the question

‘Who thinks there may be ghosts?’

For 2 long ttme there was silence and no appareat move
ment. Then Ralph peeted nto the gloom and made out the
bands He spoke flatly

‘I see”

The world, that understandable and lawful world was
slipping away Otice there was this and that, and now - and
the ship had gone

‘The conch was snatched from his hands and Piggy’s voice
shrilled,

‘I dwdn’t vote for no ghosts!’

He whutled round on the assembly

‘Remember that all of youl®

They heard hum stamp

‘What are we® Humans? Or anumals® Or savages® What's
8rown ups going to think ® Going off - huntng pigs — letting
fires out ~ and now!’

A shadow fronted him tempestuously

‘You shut up, you fat slugl”

ere was a moment’s struggle and the gltmmeting conch
igged up and down Ralph leapt to hus feet.

‘Jack! Jack! You haven’t got the conch! Let him speak ”

Jack s face swam near hum

‘And you shut up! Who are you anyway?® Sitting there —
tellng people what to do You can’t hunt, you cant
sing —°

:I m chief I was chosen’

Why should choosing make any diff ? Just giving
orders that don’t make any sense —”

:nggy’s got the conch * o 4ot
t s right — favour as you alwa’ o —

Gackps E Piggyas y ys

Jack’s vorce sounded 1n bitter mimtery

“Jack! Jackt®

“The rules)” shouted Ralph, *you’re breaking the rules!”
‘Who cares?*

Ralph summoned Ius wits

*Because the rules arc the only thing we've gotl’
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But Jack was shouting agamst hum. ,

“Bollocks to the rules! We're strong — we hunt! If there’s2
beast, we'll hunt st down! We'll close 1n and beat and beat and
beat~ 1°

He gave a wild whoop and leapt down to the pale sand At
once the platform was full of notse and excitement, Jscmm'
blings, screams, and I gh e bly shredded awzy
and became a discursive and random seatter from the palas
to the water and away along the beach, beyond night-sight.
Ralph found hus cheek touching the conch and took 1t from
Piggy. “Look

‘What’s grown-ups gotng to say ?’ cried Piggy again. ‘Loo
at ’em!” el

The sound of mock hunting, hysterical laughter, and «
tetror came from the beach,

‘Blow the conch, Ralph.”

Piggy was so close that Ralph could see the glint of Ius one
glass.

“There’s the fite. Can’t they see?” N

*You got to be tough now, Make ’em do what you waat

Ralph answered 1 the cautious votce of one who rehearses
a theorem, 0

‘I I blow the conch and they don’t come back; then we've
bad 1t. We shan’t keep the fire going We'll be like animals
We'll never be rescued.” ,

‘If you don’t blow, we'll soon be animals anyway. I can't
see what they’re doing but I can hear.’ d

The dispersed figures had come together on the sand an
were a dense black mass that revolved They were chanting
somethung and Iittluns that had had enough were staggenng
away, howling, Ralph rassed the conch to hts lips and thent
lowered 1t. s

‘The trouble is: Arc there ghosts, Piggy? Or beasts?

“Course there aren’.’

‘Why not?*® R

*’Cos things wouldn’t make sense. Houses an’ streets, an’=
TV - they wouldn't work.”

The danang, chanting boys had worked themselves away
till their sound was nothing but 2 wordless thythm.
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o a shelter Piggy hung about near for all his
and the three bigger boys went togethes to the
They lay restlessly and noisily among the dry
ng the patch of stars that was the opening to
on Sometimes 2 bttlun cried out from the other
1ce 2 brgun spohe in the dark Then they too fell
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‘Piggy’s night, Ralph There's you and Jack Goon beisg
chief?

“We're all dnfung and things arc goung rotten At bozt
there was always a grown up Please, sir, please miss, 2%
then you got an answer How I wishl’

1 wish my auntie was here

‘I wish my father O, what’s the use?”

“Keep the fire gong *

The dance was over and the hunters wese going ba
shelters :

‘Grown ups know things,’ sad Piggy “They ain't afrud 0
the dark They’d meet and have tea and discuss Then thing?
*ud be all right -*

“They wouldn’t set fite to the tslhind Or lose -’

“They’d build a ship - *

The three boys stood 1n the darhness, strving unsuccess
fully to convey the majesty of adult Life

“They wouldn’t quarrel - *

*Or break my specs —*

“Or talk about a beast ~*

“If only they could get a message to us,” cried Ralph des
perately ‘If only they could send us something growa U
a sign or something

Athin wail out of the darkness chilled them and st the?
grabbing for each other Then the wail rose, remote and ‘ml
earthly, and turned to an particulate gibbentng Perctvd
Wemys Madison, of the Vicarage, Harcourt St Anthony, Iyo5
1n the long grass, was Itving through crcumstances 12 whic
the 1ncantation of his address was powerless to help hum

ck to the

CHAPTER S§IX

Beast from A

THERE Was no light left save that of the stars When they had
understood what made ths ghostly noise and Percval “”-‘;
quiet agatn, Ralph and Stmon piched him up unhandily 28
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carmied hum to a shelter Piggy hung about near for all his
brave words, and the three bigger boys weat togethet to the
(oext shelter They lay restlessly and nosily among the dry
. leaves, watchung the patch of stars that was the opening to
wards the lagoon Sometimes a littlun cried out from the other
shlelters and once a bigun spoke 1n the dark Then they too fell
asleep
Asliver of moon rose over the horzon, hardly Jarge enough
to make a path of Light even when 1t sat nght down on the
watet, but there were other Lights 1n the sky, that moved fast,
winked, or went out, though not cven a faint popping came
f down from the battle fought at ten mmiles” height But a sign
c2me down from the world of grown ups, though at the time
there was 1o chuld awalke to read 1t There was a sudden bright
explosion and a corkscrew trail across the sky, then darkness
. 3gain and stars There was a speck above the 1sland, a figure
deng swiftly beneath a parachute, a figure that hung with
dangling Limbs “The changing winds of various altitudes took
the figure where they would Then, three miles up, the wind
steadied and bore 1t 1n 2 descending curve round the sky and
; SWePtitina great slant across the reef and the lagoon towards
the mountan The figure fell and crumpled among the blue
flowers of the mountain side, but now there was a gentle
; breeze at thus height too and the pacachute flopped and banged
; 24 pulled So the figure, with feet that dragged behind 1t,
, $lid up the monntan Yard by yard, puff by puff, the breeze
! hauled the figure through the blue flowers, over the boulders
" and red stones, tll ¢ lay huddled among the shattered rocks
of the mountain top Here the breeze was fitful and allowed
the stemgs of the parachute to tangle and festoon, and the
figure sat, 1ts helmeted head between its kaees, held by a
complication of lines When the breeze blew the lines would
Strain taut and some aceident of this pull lifted the head and
chest upry ght 50 that the figuse seemed to peer across the brow
of the mountain Then, each time the wind dropped, the hnes
®ould slaclen and the figure bow forward again, sinking its
bead between sts knees So as the stars moved across the sky,

the figure sat on the mountatn top and bowed and sank and
bowed again.
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In the darkness of early morning there were noises by 22
a Inttle way down the side of the mountan Two boys ol
out of a pile of brushwood and dead Ieaves, two dim Sh’d;
tallung sleepily to each other They were the twins oad
at the fire In theory one should have been asleep and Oﬂ;‘
watch But they could never manage to do thiags seosibly
that meant acting independently, and since staylog ’W‘}“"h
ught was 1mpossible, they had both gone to sleep NL"‘”ﬁx
approached the darker dge that had been the slgml‘_
yawning, rubbing their eyes, treading with practised fo
When they reached 1t they stopped yawning and onc &
quickly back for brushwood and leaves

The other knelt down

‘I believe 1t’s out * d

He fiddled with the sticks that were pushed 1nto his han

“No’

He lay down and put his lips closc to the smudge and }’I:
softly His face appeared, it redly He stopped blowing {0
moment

“Sam — give us - *

¢ - tinder wood ’ ;

Eric bent down and blew softly agamn ull the patch “,
bright. Sam poked the piece of tinder wood 1ato the hot sz
then a branch The glow increased and the branch took
Sam piled on more branches o

‘Dont burn the lot,” said Enc, * you’re putting on
much’

‘Let’s warm up *

‘We 1l only have to fetch more wood *

‘Imcold”

'So'm I’

“Besides, 1t’s — *

¢ —darh All night, then * He

Erie squatted back and watched Sam make up the fire bt
butlt a litle tent of dead wood and the fire was safely alig

*That was near”

“He’d have been -

“Wax *
‘Huh*
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For a few moments the twins watched the fire 1n silence
Then Enc smupgered

‘Wasn't he waxy?®

‘About the —*

‘Fire and the pag *

‘Lucky he went for Jack, *s*ead of us?

‘Huh. Remember old Waxy at school >

““Boy ~ you-are-dnving me slowly mnsane!””

The twins shared their sdentical laughter, then remembered
the datkness and other things and glanced round uacasily
The flames, busy about the tent, drew thetr eyes back agamn
Enc watched the scurrying wood-lice that were so frantically
tnable to avord the flames, and thought of the first fire — yust
down there, on the steeper side of the mountains, where now
as complete datkness. He did not like to remember 1t, and

ooked away at the mountatn top

Warmth radiated now, aad beat pleasantly on them Sam
amused himself by fitting branches 1nto the fite as closely as
possible Eric spread out his hands, searching for the distance
2t which the heat was just bearable Idly looking beyond the
fire, he resettled the scattered rocks from their flat shadows
10to dayhght contours Just thete was the big rock, and the
three stones there, that split rock, and there beyond, was 2
B3P ~ just there ~
‘Sam.*

‘Huh?*

‘Nnthmg >

The flames were mastering the branches, the batk was
cuthng ang falling away, the wood exploding The tent fell in

Wards and flung a wide circle of light over the mountain top
‘Sam.*

“Huh?*

‘Sam! Sam}? ,

Sam looked at Eric irntably ‘The inteasity of Enc’s gaze
made the direction 1n which he looked ternible, for Sam had
s back to g, He scrambled round the fire, squatted by Eric,
20d looked to see They became motionless, gupped in each
other's arms, four unwinhing eyes aimed and two mouths
open,

N
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Par beneath them, the trees of the forest sighed, thea roared
The hatr on their forebeads fluttered and flames blew ot
sideway s from the fire Fifteen yards away from them came
plopping nose of fabric blown open

Netther of the boys screamed but the gap of ther arms
ughtened and thetr mouths grew peaked For perhaps e
seconds they crouched like that while the flailing fige sect
smoke and spaths and waves of mconstant hight over the top
of the mountain

Then as though they had but one ternified mind betwees
them they scrambled away over the rochs and fled

Ralph was dreaming He had fallen asleep after what sccmtg
hours of tossiag and turning notsily amoog the dty I“‘"o
Even the sounds of sughtmare from the other shelters ne
longer reached him, for he was back from where be cat
from, feeding the ponies with sngar over the gardeﬂ w s

Then someane was shakung his arm, teling um that 1t W&
time for tea

“Ralph! Wake up!®

‘The leaves were roatng like the sea

“Ralph, wake up!’

“What’s the matter?”

‘We saw -

¢ — the beast - >

‘- plan!®

“Who ate you® The twins?”’

“We saw the beast - *

‘Quiet Piggyl’

‘The leaves vfm roanng stll Piggy bumped 10to hum and
a twin grabbed him as he made for the oblong of paling stars

“You can’t go out — 1t’s horrible!’

“Piggy — where arc the spears?’

*I can hear the —-*

“Quiet then Lie stll * b
‘They lay there listening, at fiest with doubt but then wil
terror to the description the twins breathed at them betweet
bouts of extreme silence Soon the darkness was full of claws
full of the awful unknown and menace Aua tatermunable daws
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faded the stars out, and at last light, sad and grey, ﬁl{;‘z:;‘:&z
the shelter They began to stir though still the wo; he dark
the shelter was 1mpossibly dangetous The maze ol tf eh N
ness sorted into near and far, and at the hugh pornt of °b [g
were warmed with colour A single sea :1
Bapped upwards with a hoatse cry that was echoct;l{ PR;'SE;:) u}:i
2d something squawked 1n the forest Now sm;a :h 0[ tops
B2t the horizon began to glow rosily, and the feathery
of the reen
Ralplljlagil:vlenr ih%: intmnce to the shelter and peered cauti
ously round tum 4
‘S):xm’n Eric. Call them to an assembly Quietly Gdor::); the
The twins, holding tremulously to each other df:l news
£ yards to the next shelter and spread the drea though
Ph stood up and walked for the sake of dlgth:i St
with hus back prcking, to the platform Piggy an
followed by and the other boys came sneaking after hshed
Ralph took the conch from where 1t lay on thedPgl dnot
15atand held it to Ius ips, but then he hesitated anth 1d not
blow He held the shell up instead and showed 1t to the
£y understood
€ 1ays of the sun that were fanning upwards f’l"mkle’sl?::
¢ honizon, swung downwards to eye level Ralph Og'mm the
2 moment at the growing slice of gold that hit them e
;lght band and seemed to make speech Possi‘s’k The o
033 before ristled with hunting spea
I}:!xc haude;u tr;:ebconch to Bric, the neatest of the twins

>
- we weren’t
“We've seen the beast with our own eyes No
asleep 2

Sam took up the story By custom now one conchjdld for
both twins, for thetr sul 1 unity was recog; behiad its

‘It wag furry There was somethiog moving bel
head— winps The beast moved too~* |

“That was awful Tt land of sat up —

“The fire was baght -

‘Weld jost made 1t up-*

* ~ mote sticks on - *

‘“There were eyes -

“Tecth - *
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‘Claws - '

“We ran a3 fast as we could -*

Bashed 1nto things -

*The beast follow ed us ~*

*} saw it shnking behind the trees — ’

*Nearly touched me =" .

Ralph potated fearfully at Cric’s face, which was sU?
with sears where the bushes had torn him.

*How did you do that?’

Eric felt his face.

“I'm all rough. Am1 bleeding?’ -

The aircle of boys shrank away in horror. Johnav, Y’W"‘;
sull, burst nto noisy tears and was slapped by 3
choked on them, The bright morning was full of threats ‘:
the arcle began to change. It faced out, rather than 1% " B
the spears of sharpened wood were like a feoce: Jack
them back to the centre.

“This'll be a real huntl Who'll come?’

Ralph moved impaticntly. .

¢These spears are made of wood. Don’t be silly”

Jack snecred at him.

‘Foughtened?”

¢Course I'm fnghtened. Who wouldn’t be?”

He tutned to the twins, yearning but hopeless.

¢I suppose you aren’t pulling our legs?’

“The reply was too emphatic for anyone to doubt them

Piggy took the conch. ‘

¢Couldn’t we — hind of — stay here? Maybe the beast wop
come near us.’

But for the scnse of something watching them, Ralph wou!
have shouted at him.

“Stay here? And be cramped mto this bit of the 151
always on the lookout? How should we get our fgcd’ As
what about the fire?”

Let’s be moving,” said Jack zestlessly, ¢ we're wastiog e

“No we’re not. What about the Littluns ®”

<Sucks to the littlunst”

*Someone’s got to look after them.”

“Nobody has so far.”
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g them’
Thete was no need! Now there 15 Piggy’ll look after

ts nght Keep Piggy out of danger *
‘Have some sense Wha

B
t can Pigpy do with only one R?ie}?]
The rest of the boys were looking from Jack to Ralph,
Curious] §
‘And Z.uuthcz thibg You can’t have an ordmz:(rlyhl;::tse e:
cause the beast doesp't leave tracks If 1t did you e seen
e For 3] we know, the beast may swing throug
ke whap's 1y name’
They noddeq
‘S0 we've got to think *
Pigey took

off his damaged glasses and cleaned the re-
Mating leng

*How ahouy us, Ralph?’ )
‘You hayen’e 8ot the conch Here
‘1

Mean - how about us> Suppose the beast COH:S_ :vhen
You re al| away I can’t see proper, and 1f I get scare
Jack broke 1, contemptuously
‘1

ou'te always scared *
ot the conch - ? h
'anchl Conch!’® shouteq Jack, ‘we don’t ncchd :hzsgr:lid
Ny more Ve know whe ought to say things What g
mon do speaking

> le
ot Bill, or Walter? It’s time some peop
b ¥ they ve gat to Leep quiet and leave dearding things to
€ rest of ug . *
Ralph coulg

nolonger ignore hus speech The blood was hot
i hus cheoks d *Sit down *
“Youhaven't gor ghe conch,’ he said Sy
Jack’s faee w:gr:: 50 white that the frechles showed as clear,
T0wn flecks He licked s Lips and remained standing
“This 15 5 Bunter’s 1o *
€ rest of the bo;s watched intently Piggy, ﬁnd;\?fk}::s
self UaComfortally embroiled, shd the conch to Rag: held
2nd sat dowy The silence grew oppressive and Piggy
s breath
“This1s moge thang
FOU can’t tracy the b
He turned 1o the
“Don’t you s}t
13

bunter's job,’ sa1d Ralph at last,"because

cast And don’t you wan to be rescued?
assembly

wint to be rescned >’
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He looked back at Jack '
“I sard before, the fire 1s the mawn thing Now the fire o
be out -’ ©
The old exasperation saved hum and gave him the enesgy
attach ot
“Hasn’t anyone got any sense? We've got to relight .
fire You never thought of that, Jack, did you? Or dont39]
of you want to be rescued?’ bott
Yes, they wanted to be rescued, there was 10 doubt @ ’
that, and with a violent swing to Ralph’s side, the crists pﬂsin
Piggy let out his breath with a gasp, reached for 1t 2ga2 -
aled He lay agamnst a log, his mouth gaping, blue sbade
creeping round his ips Nobody munded him 4500
‘Now think, Jack Is there anywhere on the ssland ¥
haven’t been?’
Unwillingly Jack answered
“There’s only — but of course! You remember? Th:hunn
end part, where the rochs are all piled up I've been near the
The rock makes a sort of bridge There's only one way up
“And the thing mught live there ”
All the assembly talked at once "
“Quute! All sight That’s where we'll look If the beast lse
there we’ll go up the mountan and look, and light the
‘Let’s go” uk
«We’ll cat first Then go * Ralph paused “We'd bettet
speats ®
After they had eaten Ralph and the biguns sct out ﬂlOngﬂ‘
beach They left Pipgy propped up on the platforr. S :
promused, like the others, tobea sunbath under 2 blue dom!
The beach stretched away before them 1 3 geatle curve
perspective drew 1t into one with the forest, for the day 2
not advanced cnough to be obscured by the shifting veils ‘>‘
murage Under Ralph’s direction, they picked a carcful W&
along the palm terrace, rather than dare the hot s2nd domd
by the water He let Jach lead the way, and Jack trod ¥
theatrical caution though they could have scen afl enerm)
twenty yards away Ralph walked 1n the rear, thaakful to Ba%
escaped responsibibity for a time
Simon, walking i front of Ralph, felea flicker of meredullty
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-~ 2 beast with dlaws that scratched, that sat on 2 mountan-

top, that left no tracks and yet was not fast enough to catch

 Samperic, However Simon thought of the beast, there rose

' was hy
bi

br.gote bus inward sight the picture of 2 human at once heroic
and sick,

He sighed. Other people could stand up and speak to an
assembly, 2pparently, without that dreadful feeling of the
pressute of personality; could say what they would as though
they were speaking to only one person. He stepped astde and
looked back. Ralph was coming along, holding his spear over
bus shouldes, Diffidently, Symon allowed his pace to slachen
vatd he was walking side by side with Ralph and looking up
2 hum through the coarse black hair that fell now to lus eyes.

Iph glanced sid ys, smiled constrainedly as though he
bad forgotten that Simon had made a fool of himself, then
ooked away again at nothing, For 2 moment or two Simon
PPY to be accepted and then he ceased to think about
mself. Whea he bashed into a tree Ralph looked sideways

- Umpatiently and Robert snigpered. Simon reeled and a white

- thecastle some

pot on hi;

s forehead turned red and trickled. Ralph dismissed
Stmon apy

d returned to his personal hell. They would reach
time; and the chuef would have to go forward,
ack carme trotting back,
:Wc’{c 1n sight now.”
Yight, We'll get as close as we can.”
He followeg Jack towards the castle whete the ground rose
i‘;%hgy- On their left was an impenetrable tangle of crcepers
ces.

+Yhy couldn’t there be something in that?’

‘Bemuse You can see. Nothing goes 1n or out.”
t about the castle then?’

Look,?

Ralph parted the screen of grass and looked out. There were
©2l¥ 4 few more yards of stony ground and then the two sides
ofthe sstand came almost together so that one expected a peak
ofbeadland, Bye instead of this a narrow ledge of rock, a few
130ds wide ang pethaps fiftcen long, continued the island out
1to the g, There lav another of those pieces of pink squate-
hiess that underlay the structure of the 1sland. Ths side of the
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castle, pethaps a hundred feet high, was the pink bastion they
had seen from the mountata-top. The rock of the cliff was
split and the top litered with great lumps that seemed 10
totter.

Behind Ralph the tall grass had filled with silent huaters
Ralph looked at Jack.

“You're a hunter.”

Jack went red.

‘I know. All nght.’

Something deep 1n Ralph spoke for him.

‘Pm chief, Ill go. Don’t argue.’

He turned to the others.

“You Hide here. Wait for me.”

He found his vorce tended esther to disappear Of to come
out too Joud He looked at Jach.

‘Do you — think?’

Jach muttered.

“I've been all over. It must be here.”

‘I see’ ,

Sumon mumbled confusedly: I don’t believe in the b”’;e

Ralph answered hum politely, as if agreemng about
weather.

“No. I suppose not.”

His mouth was tight and pale. He put back s hase very
slowly.

‘Well. So long.” ¢

He forced hus fect to move untl they had carried lum O
on to the neck of land.

He was surrounded on all sides by chasms of empty &t
There was nowhere to hide, even 1f onc did not have to go
on He paused on the narrow neck and looked dowz- 5‘7‘:}‘:'
10 a matter of centuties, the sea would ‘make an 1sland of the
castle On the night hand was the lagoon, troubled by the
open sea; and on the left— r

Ralph shuddered. The lagoon had protected them from ¢
Pacific+ and for some reason only Jack had gone sight dow?
20 the water on the other side. Now he saw the landsman's
view of the swell and 1t scemed like the breathing of som¢
stupendous creature. Slowly the waters sank among the rocks,
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' fevealing pink tables of gramte, strange growths of coral,
polyp, and weed Down, down, the waters went, whispering
© the wind among the heads of the forest There was one
fat rock thete, spread like a table, and the waters sucking
down on the four weedy stdes made them seem like cliffs
Then the sleeping leviathan breathed out — the waters rose,
the weed streamed, and the water boled over the table rock
) Ytha roar There was no sense of the passage of waves, only
this minate long fall and nse and fall
Ralph turneq away to the red ciff They were waiting be
ind 1 the long grass, watting to see what he would do He
noticed that the sweat 1n hes palm was cool now, realized with
Surpise that he did not really expect to meet any beast and
do’t know what he would do about 1t 1f he did
He saw that he could chimb the chff but this was not neces
i1y The Squatencss of the rock allowed 2 sort of plinth
km“nd 1, 50 that to the right, over the l2goon, one could inch
‘I°ﬂg aledge and turn the corret out of sight It was easy
sgomg 2ad so0n he wag Peering round the rock
i, Nothing but whys you might expect pink, tumbled
thoulders with guano layered on them lihe icmng, and a steep
slope UP 0 the shattered rocks that crowned the bastion
P A sound behind him made him turn Jack was edging along
Ithe ledge

i “Couldry let you do 1t on your own *
Ralph 53,9 nothing He led the way over the rocks, i
{SPected 3 s of half-cave that held nothing more terrible
2 clutch of rotten €8gs and at last sat down, looking

round hum ang apping the rock with the butt of his spear
2k was excuted

*What o Place for 4 fort]”

column of $pray wetted them,
No fresy Water * 7

What's thay then?”

o was mdeed a long green smudge half way up the
< ©y chimbed up and tasted the trickle of water
ens €0uld keep a coconut shell there, filling all the time.?
Not me Thys IS a rotten place *

Side by side they scaled the st height to where the dimin
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shing pile was crowned by the last broken rock Jack streck
the near one wath hus fist and 1t grated slightly

‘Do you remember = ’

Consciousness of the bad times 1n between came t0
both Jach talhed quickly

“Shove a palm trunh under that and if a0 enemy G387

thest

look!”
A hundred feet below them was the natrow Causewan the
the stony ground, then the grass dotted with heads, and B |
hind that the forest R
«One heave,’ cried Jach, exulung, ¢and - whee - 1 "
He made a sweeping movement with fus hand. Rt
looked towards the mountain

“What's the matter?” .
Ralph turned
*Why?" "

You were looking - I don’t f.now how’

“There’s no signal now Nothing to show’

*You're nuts on the signal” ..

The taut blue honzon enciecled them, brohen only by ¥
mountatn top

©That's all we've got.”

He leancd hus spear agamnst the roching ston¢ and p
bach two handfuls of hair Thats

«we'll have to go back and chimb the mountait
where they saw the beast”

+The beast won't be there ’

+\Chat else can we do?’

T1e othery, waing in the prass, 11% Jack anl L
harred and broke cover 1nto the sunlight Tte7 forpot 5”
beast 11 the exatement of exploration. Trey swarmed 167,
the brdpe and s000 were climb.ng and shoutta” Ralph ’””_’
now, oae hard apunst an enormots red block, 3 block s ¢
g3 a = Uwbeel that Fad ben spl t off and huor o1y
So~brely b+ eitchad tt e rountan He elenched hit fad
teat tammer wise 09 e red wallar b s naye His Ips
o =+ ily eampernred 201 by eyes vearmad perrath 1" fi~1"
efiar

*Cmntet

et

Ralph +™
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He sucked hus brssed fist,
‘Jack! Come on ?

But Jack was not there A Lnot of boys, n:h:sgh;\l gg:ia:
3o1se that he had not noticed, were heaving nnh }; o tope
tock, As he turned, the base cracked and the w! t;' e m: e

¢ Pled 1nto the sea 5o that o thunderous plume of spray
+ balf way up the cly
v “Stop sl Stop 1tl®

His vorce struck a silence among them

‘Smoke *

A?t:‘)a:gc thing happened 1n his head Something }f‘l:ttlzr::l

 there 1n frony of his mind like a bat’s wing, obscunng his

Frpood k, and the anger

At once the wdeas were back, and the

*We want smoke And you go wasting your time You roll
Tocks

E Roger shouted
“We've got plenty of timel®
Ralph shoolk Ius head ,
“Well go 1o the mountain
¢ The dzgmour broke out Some of the boys w;x{me&i'h t:sﬁz
back to the beach Some wanted to roll more rocks
¥ Was bripht ang danger had faded with the darkness can lead
Jack 'The beast mught be on the other side You
/ agan You've been * ! )
t "We could 80 by the shore There’s fruit
Bll came yp 40 Ralph ,
Wby can’t we stay here for a bit?
:That's nght.?
’s bave a fost — °
“There’s ng food here,’ said Ralph, ‘and no shelter Not
much fresh watey > s
¢ would make a wizard fort
‘\lZe can roll rocks — * ,
Right on to 1y bridge - N
T SEY we'll go :nl’ shgoutcd Ralph furiously ‘We've gotto
Bake certan Yyt £0 now*
‘Let’s stay here . *
“Back to the shelter — *

CheR T T Ry -
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P ured -7 -

‘Nol”

Ralph struck the skin off tus kauchles They did not seed
to hurt N

“I'm chef We've got to make certatd Can't you 5¢¢ b
mountain > There’s 10 signal showing There may be? sbp
out there Are you all off your rochers®

Matinously, the boys £ell silent or muttetiog

Jach led the way down the rock and across the bnidge

CHAPTER SEVEN
Shadows and Tall Trees

Tux pig run hept close to the jumble of cocks that 1ay 8¢

by the wateron the other sideand Ralph was content to f0X
Jachalong1t Ifyou could shut your ears to the slow su
of the sea and ‘boil of the returi, 1f you could forget ho'
and unvisited were the ferny cov!
was a chance that you mght put the beast out of T
dream for a while The sun had swung over the vert!
the afternoon heat was closing 1 on the ssland Ralph P%
a message forward to Jack and when they nest came t0
the whole patty stopped and ate

Suung Ralph was aware of the heat for the first ume
day He pulled distastefully at his grey shigt and WO

whether he mught undertake the adventor® of washie!

Situng under what seemed an unusoal heaty even fof
ssland, Ralph planned his totlet. He would like £ have 2
of scassors and cut th s faie — he flung the mass pach - ev!
filthy hatr nght back to half an nch. ‘He would ike to b
bath, 2 proper wallow with soap He passed fus tongy
peamentally ovet s teeth and deaded that @ tootht
would come 1n handy too “Then there were Jus nails -
Ralph turned his hand ovez and examined them “They
bitten down to the quick though he could no® remembef
he had restarted thus habit nor any ume #B°8 he 1advlg
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*Be sucking my thumb next ~ *

He looked round, furtively Apparently no one had heard
‘The huntess sat, stuffing themselves with this easy meal, trying
1o convince themselves that they got suffictent kick out of
bananas aad that other olive grey, jelly like fruit With the
femory of hus sometime clean self as 2 standard, Ralph looked
them over They were durty, not with the spectacular dirt of

075 Who have fallen 1nto mud or been brought down hard
R 2 fainy day Not one of them was 21 obvious subject fora
shower and yet - harr, much too long, tangled here and there,
knotteq round a dead feaf or 2 twig, faces cleaned fairly well

7 the process of eating and sweating but marked 1n the less
accessible angles with a hind of shadow, clothes, worn away,

¢ his own with Sweat, put on, not for decorum ot com
fortbut ot of custom, the skun of the body, scurfywithbrine -

He discovered with  Iitele fall of the heart that these were

© conditions he togk g notmal now and that he did not
muad He sighed ang pushed away the stalk from which he
bad Sttipped the fryuse Already the hunters were stealing away
%2 do their business 11, the woods or down by the rocks He
tumed and looked out to sea

€I¢, on the other side of the 1sland, the view was utterly
°Ient The filmy enchantments of mirage could not endure
the cold ocean water and the horizon was hard clipped blue
}‘“ph wandeted down to the rocks Down here, almost on a
1°V¢ With the sea you conld follow with your eye the cease
25, bulgmg Passage of the deep sea waves They were mules
wide, #ppatently not breakers or the banked nidges of shallow
et They travelled the length of the 1sland with an arr of
dlgxeg“dmg 1tand betng set on other business, they were less
3 p1ogtess than 5 momentous rise and fall of the whole ocean
}qﬁ“’ the sea would suck down, malung cascades and water
; s of Tetreating water, w ould sink past the rocks and plaster

O%n the seaweced LiLe shimng hair then pausing, gather and
2 roar, irresistibly swelling over pount and outcrop,
<liff, sending at last an arm of sarf up a
ot 50 from lum 1n fingers of spray
. V¢ after wave, Ralph followed the nise and fall uatl

mething of the Temoteness of the sea oumbed hus brain

L
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Then gradually the almost infinite stze of thus water forced
itself on hus attention This was the divider, the barrier On
the other side of the 1sland, swathed at midday with mirage,
defended by the shield of the quiet lagoon, one might dream
of rescue, but here, faced by the brute obtuseness of the
ocean, the miles of division, one was clamped down, one was
helpless, one was condemned, one was —

Simon was speaking almost 1n his ear Ralph found that he
had rock panfully gnpped m both hands, found his body
arched, the muscles of hus neck stuff, us mouth struacd
open

‘You'll get bach to where you came from’

Stmon nodded as he spoke He was hoeeling on one haes,
looling down from a hegher roch which he held with both
hands, hus other leg stretched down to Ralph’s level

Ralph was puzzled and scarched Simon’s face for a clue

‘It’s s0 big, I mean - *

Simon nodded )

‘All the same You’ll get back all right 1 think so, anyway

Some of the strain had gone from Ralph’s body He glanced
at the sea and then smuled bitterly at Simon

‘Got a shup 1n your pocket®’

Simon grinned and shook s head

‘How do you know, then?’ R

W hen Stmonwas stll silent Ralph said curtly,  You'rebatty

Simon shook his head violently till the coarse black haif
flew bachwards and forwards across his face

"No, I'm not. I just thmk yo ' get back all right’

For z moment nothing more was sud And then they sud
denly smled at cach other

Roger called from the coverts

‘Come and seel®

The ground was turned over near the pig run and there
were droppings that steamed Jack bent dowan to them 23
though he loved them

“Ralph - we need meat even of we ate huntng the athet
thing *

“If you mean gowng the night way, we'll hunt.”



. ey aoai; the hunters bunched a hittle by fear of
the mentioned beast, while Jack quested ahead They went
more slowly than Ralph had bargained for, yet 1n 2 way he
wzs glad to lonter, cradling hus spear Jack came up agatnst
Some emergency of his craft and soon the procession stopped
Ralph leaned agasnst a tree and at once the day dreams came
Swarmung up Jach was 1n charge of the hunt and there would
be time to get'to the mountain —

Once, fo].lowmg tus father from Chatham to Devonport,
they had bived 1q 2 cottage on the edge of the moors In the
successton of houses that Ralph had Lknown, this one stood
out with particular clanty because after that house he had been
seat away to school Mummy had stll been with them and
Daddy had come home every day Wild pontes came to the
Stone wall at the bottom of the garden, and 1t had snowed
Just behind the coitage there was a sort of shed and you
could ke up there, watching the flales swirl past You could
ste the damp spot where each flake died, then you could mark
the first fla)e that lay down without melting and watch the
whole ground turn white You could go indoors when you
were cold and look out of the window, past that bright copper
kettle and the plate with the httle blue men —

€0 you went to bed there was 2 bowl of cornflakes with
Sugar and cream And the books — they stood on the shelf by
the bed, !Camng tagether with always two or three laid flat on
19 because he had not bothered to put them back properly
They were dog-eared and scratched There was the bnght,
SBiung one about Topsy and Mopsy that he never tead be
Quse 1t was about two gutls, there was the one about the
Magician which you read with a kind of tied-down terror,
SKipping page twenty seven with the awful picture of the
spider, there wwas a book about people who had dug things up,

S¥ptian thiags, there was the Boy's Book of Trans, The Boy'’s
Book: of Skips Vividly they came before Tim, he could have
seached up anq touched them, could feel the weight and slow
shide with which the Mar-moth Book for Boys would come out
and slither down « Exerything wasall nght, everything was
800d humoured and friendly
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The bushes crashed ahead of them Boys flung themselves
wildly from the pig track and sceabbled in the ereepers,
screaming Ralph saw Jach nudged astde and fall Then there
was a creature bounding along the pig track towards um,
with tusks gleaming and an 1numidating grunt Ralph fouod
he was able to measure the distance coldly and take aim With
the boar only five yards away, he flung the foolish wooden
stich that he carried, saw 1t hut the great snout and hang these
for a moment The boar’s note changed to 2 squeal and 1t
swerved aside 1nto the covert ‘The pig tun filled with shouting
boys again, Jack came running back, and poked about in the
undergrowth

‘Through here - *

But he’d do usI”

‘Through here, I sad - d

The boar was floundering away from them They foun
another pig run parallel to the first and Jack raced away
Ralph was full of fright and apprehension and prde

‘T hut ham! The spear stuck 1n - *

Now they came, unexpectedly, to an open space by the se2-
Jack cast about on the bare rock and Jooked anxtous

“He’s gone * b’

‘T hit htm,” sard Ralph again, ‘and the spear stuch i a bt

He felt the need of witnesses

‘Dido’t you see me?’

Maurice nodded

‘Isaw you Right bang on hus snout - Wheeel”

Ralph talked on, excitedly N

‘I hut bum all night The spear stuck 1n I wounded him!

He sunned himself 1n their new respect and felt that huatiog
was good after all Kl

‘I walloped him properly That was the beast, I thiul
Jack came bacl

“That wasn't the bezst That was a boar *

‘I it hum *

‘Why dide’t you grab um? I tred ~ °

Ralph’s vorce an up

“‘But a boar!”

Jack flushed suddenly
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‘You said he'd do us What did you want to throw for?
y did’t you wait??

He held out his arm

‘Look *

He turned Jus Iefe foreatm for them all to see On the out
sde was a np, not much, but bloody

‘He did th?t with hus tusks I couldn’t get my spear down
0 time *

Attention focused on ack

‘Thar's 2 wound,” sau.i, Simon, ‘and you ought to suck it
Like Berengara *

Jack suclieq

‘Thithim,? said Ralphindignanty *IIut him w1th my spear,
Twounded hym *

He tned for theyr attention —_— ke this - *

*He was comun, along the path 1 threw, -

Robere sn:\rlcdgnt hxri. Ralph entered 1nto the pl?(y ;:::
everybody lauphed Presently they were all jabbing at Ro
%ho made mgl, rushes

Jack shouted

Male a pinptr

¢ circle moved 1n and round Robert squealed tn mocl
‘"'")r, then 1n req) paun .

%" Stop 1t! You're hurting!®

¢ bute ‘;nd of 8 spear fell on his back as he blundered
™ onp them,

*Hol { By

- dden

Ther got hus apms andleps Ralph, carnied awa= by a su

g CXCitemneny, Yﬁbbcd%nc'! ,p’ﬁr 21d jabbed at Pobert
B

"\ﬂlhxm”{xll him!® .

Matomce, Rotery w3t scrcaming ard rrugplag ‘='X~‘§ ‘I:
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Jack’s arm came down, the heaving circle cheered and made
p1g dywng notses Then they lay queet, panting, histening to
Robert’s frightened snivels He wiped hus face with a dity
arm, and made an effort to retrteve his status

“Oh, my bum!’

He rubbed his rump ruefully Jack rolled over

‘That was 2 good game.”

‘Just a game,” said Ralph uneastly ‘I got jolly badly burtat
rugger once ’

“We ought to have a drum,’ said Maurice, ‘then we could
do 1t properly’

Ralph looked at lum

‘How properly >’

‘Idunno You want a fire, I think, and a drum, and you keep
time to the drum *

*You want a pig,’ sud Roges, ‘like 11 2 real hunt *

“Or someone to pretend,” said Jack ‘You could get some
one to dress up as a pig and then he could act ~ you koow,
pretend to Lknock me over and all that—*

‘You want a real pig,” sard Robert, still caressing hts ump
‘because you've got to kil him *

“Use a ittlun,” said Jack, and everybody laughed

Ralph sat up ,

‘Well We shan’t find what we're loohung for at thus rate.

One by one they stood up, twitching rags into place

Ralph looked at Jack

‘Now for the mountatn *

‘Shouldn’t we go bach to Piggy,’ sud Maunce, ‘before
dark>’

The twins nodded lthe one boy s

“Yes, that’s tight Let’s go up there 1n the morniog

Ralph locked out and saw the sea.

‘We've got to start the fire again * e

‘You haven’t got Piggy’s specs,” sud Jack, “so you ean't

“Then we Il find out if the mountain’s clear*

Maurice spoke, hesitating, not wanting to scem a funk

‘Supposing the beast’s up therer”

Jack brandisked tus spear
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Everybody agreed, sa cly

‘All?lght {hci! We'll Emnsh 2 way through till we find the
Pg fun”

He took 2 step and halted .

‘Wait 2 minute though! Where does the pig-ran goto>

“The mouatain,” said Jack, ‘I told you * He sneered ‘Don’t
U Bant to go to the mountain >

Ralph sighed, sensing the nising antagonism, understanding

t this was how Jack felt as soon as he ceased to lead R

I was thinking of the light We'll be stumbling about

‘We were gong to look for the beast — * .

‘There wan’t be enough kight,”

‘Tdon’t mund gong,’ said Jack hotly I'll 80 when we get
[

<. Wor't you® Would you rather go back to the shelters
2nd te]] Pigpy??

Now 1t wag Ralph’s turn to flush b
out of the new

ut he spoke despainingly,
ndetstanding that Prggy had given hum
Why do you hate me>?
© boys sturred uneasily, as though something indecent
had been said The silence lengthened
Ralph, sull hot ang hurt, turned away firse,
me on ?
He led the way aad set himself as by nght to hack at the
gles, Jaai, brought up the rear, displaced and brooding
 PIg track was a dark tunnel, for the sun was shiding
Quckly towards the edge of the world and 1 the forest
thad0ss wege neyep far 10 seck, The track was broad 20d
ten and they ran along at a swift trot. Then the roof of
p and they halted, breathing quickly, looking

Leaves brope ¢,
“‘“‘C few stars thay priched round the head of the mountain

eIe you gre *
be bogs pecred at each other doubtfully Ralph made a
dﬁﬁ:mn.
. R
Well go straight across to the platform 2nd chimb to-
Eorrag >
!

Trey murmared egreement, but Jack was standing by Hus
1ho.lder

I voure fnghened of course*
Raloh turped on hum,
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‘Who went first on the castle rock?’

‘I went too. And that was daylight.”

*All ught. Who wants to clmb the mountain now?’

Silence was the only answer,

“Samneric? What about you?®

“We ought to go an’ tell Piggy —*

¢ - yes, tell Piggy that -’

‘But Stmon wenat!”

“We ought to tell Piggy ~ in case —*

‘Robert? Bill?*

They wete going steaight back to the platform now. Not, of
course, that they were afraid — but tired.

Ralph turned back to Jack.

‘You see?’

‘I’m going up the mountan,”

‘The words came from Jack viciously, as though they were
a curse. He looked at Ralph, his thin body tensed, his spear
held as if he threatened him, ,

‘I'm going up the mountain to look for the beast — 00%

‘Then the supreme sting, the casual, bitter word.

‘Corung?”

At that word the other boys forgot their urge to be goa¢
and turned back to sample this fresh rub of two spirits 12 the
dark, The word was too good, too bitter, too successfully
daunting to be repeated. It took Ralph at low watet when his
nerve was relaxed for the retuen to the shelter and the still,
friendly waters of the lagoon.

I don’t mind.’

Astonished, he heard his voice come out, cool and casual,
so that the bitterness of Jack’s taunt fell powerless.

‘If you don’t mind, of course.”

‘Oh, not at all.”

Jack took 2 step.

“Well then - *

Side by side, watched by silent boys, the two started up the
mountain,

Ralph stopped.

“We're sully. Why should only two go ? If we find anything,
two won't be enough -
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There came the sound of boys scuttling away, Astonish-
1gly, & dark fipure moved agatnst the tide.

‘Rogerp’

“Yes?

"That's theee, then,”

ce more they set out to climb the slope of the mountain.

¢ darkness seemed to flow round them like a tide. Jack,
who had sasd Rothing, began to choke and cough, and a gust
of wind set all three spluttering, Ralph’s eyes were blinded
with tears,

‘Asbes. We're on the edge of the burnt patch.”

Thei footsteps and the occasional breeze were stirring up
s7all devils of dust, Now that they stopped again, Ralph had
fme while he coughed to remember how silly they were. If
there was ng beast - and almost certainly there was no beast —
i that case, welland good, bt 5 there was something waiting
P2E0p of the mountan - what was the use of three of them,

odicapped by the darkness and carrying only stichs?

‘We're bewng fools,

Out of the darkaess came the answer,
“Windyp®

Tnnably Ralph shook tumself, Thy
:'Coursc Tam,

et YOU don’t
lugﬂ up by mysclf,
Ralph heard e mockery and hated Jack. The sung of
i!"iﬂ 1 heg €¥es, tiredness, fear, enraged hum,
Go on thent ey wait here.?
D818 was silence,
) 400t You g0? Are you frightened
A stain in the darkaess, a starn that was Jack, detached 1tself
‘“’f’ bepan to draw away,
Allnghy, g, long.*

R:.lc 3tun vanighed, Another took jts place.

th felt iy Loce aganse somethung hard and rocked a
e trunk that ygq ¢dgy to the touch, He felt the sharp
Cders gy t2d been bark Push agatnst the back of hys Lnee
2 kncw thyy Roger had sat dow, He felt with tus hands
4 lowerey barnself begida Rogez, while the trunl rocked

s was all Jack’s fault,
But we’re sull bemg fools.’

,” said the vorce sarcastically,
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‘There -

In front of them, only three or four yards away, wasa rock
ke hump where no rock should be Ralph could hear a tiay
chattering noise coming from somewhere - perhaps from hs
own mouth He bound himself together with hus will, fused
his fear and loathing into a hatred, and stood up He took two
leaden steps forward

Behind them the shiver of moon had drawn clear of the
horizon Before them, something like a great ape was sittiog
asleep with 1ts head between tts knees Then the wind soared
mn the forest, there was confusion mn the darkness and the
creature hifted 1ts head, holding towards them the roun of 2
face

Ralph found himself taking giant strides among the ashes
heard other creatures crying out and leaping and dared the
mmposstble on the datk slope, presently the mountan W3S
deserted, save for the three abandoned stichs and the thing
that bowed

CHAPTER EIGHT

Gift for the Darkness

P1e6Y looked up muserably from the dawn pale beach to the
dath mountains

‘Are you sure® Really sure, T mean>’ R

‘I told you a dozen times now,’ said Ralph, ‘we saw 1t

‘Do you think we’re safe down here?’

‘How the hell should I know?’

Ralph jerked away from him and walked a few paces along
the beach Jack was Lneeling and drawing a esrcular patte
1n the sand with hus forefinger Piggy’s voice cam= to them
hushed

“Are you sure? Reall; ?* g

!Go up and see,” said Jack contemptuously, ‘and goo
nddance

“No fear*
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“The beast had teeth,’ said Ralph, “and big black eyes *
He shuddered v

iolently Piggy took off his one round of
glass 2nd polished the sutface,

‘What we owng to do>’

Ralph tum%d towards the platform The cond;:l ghn:;f::ﬂ
4mong the trees, a white blobh against the place where
would nse, He pushed bach us mop

L doo't know *

He remembered the panc flight down the mount:;:n sx;l&-

‘T don’t thigl w'd ever fight a thing that size, (’):llehx di’
Jou haow We'd talk but we wouldn’t fight a tiger We’
Even Jack *ud hyde >

2ck sull Jooked at the sand
“What sbout my hunters >
Simon came stZalmg out of the shadows by the shelters

deb iguored Jack’s questton He pouated to the touch of
yellow aboye the sea

then® And
s longas there’s hght we’re brave enough But o

10w that :hmg Squats by the fire as though 1t didn’t want us
10 be reseyed - »

s voice
© Was twisting his hands now, unconsciously Ha:
Tose,

N s
‘S0 we can’t have a signal fire We're beaten

he
A pouat of golq appeared above the sez and at once all ¢
sky Lghteneq,

\I;Vhat about my hunters>’

“Boys armed with sticks ” a

aclz 80t 10 hus feet His face was red as he l}?m}md away

*887 Put on us one glass and looked at Ralp unters ®

Now you done 1t, You been rude about hus

‘Oh shut up)* cm
e sound gf the inespertly blowa conch mt:l“;rz?:;bt on

S though he were serenading the nising sun, Jﬂc,:p‘ to the

OWiag till the shelters were astic and the h\mm'sD rquently

Platform and the littluns whimpered as now th:y swcnt to the

9. Ralph rose obediently, and Prggy and they

Platform

“Talk,” sd Ralph butterly, “talk, talk, talk.
He took the conch from Jack.
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‘This meeting - °

Jack interrupted hum

‘I called it *

‘If you hadn’t called 1t I should have You just blew the
conch ’

‘Well 1sn°t that»”

‘Oh, take 1tl Go on - talL.I®

Ralph thrust the conch into Jack’s arms and sat down on
the trunk

‘I've called an assembly,” said Jack, “because of a lot of
things Frrst — you hnow now, weve seen the beast We
crawled up We were only a few feet away, The beast sat up
and looked at us I don’t know what 1t does We don’t even
koow what1tis—*

“The beast comes out of the sea -’

‘Out of the dark - *

“Trees -

‘Quict!’ shouted Jack ‘You listen The beast 1s sitting up
there, whateverts —*

Perhaps 1t’s waiung - *

‘Hunting —*

“Yes, hunting *

‘Hunting;” said Jack He remembered hus age old tremors
1n the forest ‘Yes The beast1s 2 hunter Only — shut up! The
next thing 1s that we couldn’t hill st And the next thing 1s that
Ralph said my hunters are no good *

‘I never said thatl”

‘I’vc got the conch Ralph thuks you’re cowards, running
away from the boar and the beast. And that’s not all

There was a kind of sigh on the platform as if everyone
Locw what was coming Jack’s vosce weat on, tremulous yet
determunca, pushing aganst the uncooperative silence

‘He’s Lise Piggy. He says things ke Piggy He wsn’t 2
proper chief’

Jack dlutched the conch to lum

‘He’s 2 conard himself’

For 2 moment he paused and then went on

“On top, when Roger and me went on - he stayed back ’

‘I went too!”
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“After”

The two boys glared at each other through screens of hair

“I went on t00,” said Ralph, “then I ran away So did you *

‘Call me a coward thea’

Jack turned to the hunters

“He's not a hunter He’d never have got us meat He 1sn't
a prefect and we don’t know anything about um He just
gives ordcrs and expects people to obey for nothing  All this

tall —

‘All this talk!” shouted Ralph “Talk, talk! Who wanted 1t?
Who called the meeting®”

Jack tuzned, red 1n the face, his chin sunk back He glowered
up under his eyebrows

‘All right then,” he satd in tones of deep meamng, and
menace, ‘all right*

He held the conch agamst his chest with one hand and
stabbed the air with his index finger

‘Who thinks Ralph oughin’t to be chief?>’

He loohed expectantly at the boys ranged round who had
frozen Under the palms there was deadly silence

‘Hands up,’ satd Jack strongly, ‘whoever wants Ralph not
to be chief?’

The silence contttued  hreathless and heavy and full of
shame Slowly the red dramed from Jack’s cheeks, then came
back with a painfol resh He hicked his bips and turned s head
at an angle, so that his gaze avoided the embarrassment of
linking with another’s eje

‘How maay think —*

His voice tatled off The hands that held the conch shook
He cleared tus throat, and spohe loudly

‘All nght then *

He laid the conch with great case in the grass at hus fees The
humiltating teats were runntng from the comer of :ach eye.

‘1 m not going to play any longer Not with you *

Most of the boys were loohing down now, at the grass or
thetr feet Jack cleared lus throat agan

“‘I'm not going to be part of Ralph’s lot —

He looked along the right hand logs, numbening the hunters

that had been a choie
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‘I'm going off by myself He can catch hus own pigs Any-
one who wants to hunt when I do can come too’

He blundered out of the trangle towards the drop to the
white sand

‘Jack)®

Jack turned and looked back at Ralph For 2 moment he
pauselczI mix,cl then cried out, high pitched, caraged

‘~No

He leapt down from the platform and ran along thé beach,
paying no heed to the steady fall of hus tears, and uatil he
dived 1ato the forest Ralph watched him

Piggy was indignant,

‘I been talking, Ralph, and you just stood there lihe -

Softly, looking at Piggy and not seemg htm, Ralph spoke
to himself

‘He'll come back When the sun goes dowan he’ll come.” He
loolked at the conch 1n Piggy’s hand

“What»*

“Well therel”

Piggy gave up the attempt to rebuke Ralph He polished hus
glass again and went back to his subject

“We can do without Jack Merridew ‘There’s others bestdes
hum on this 1sland But now we really got a beast, though I
can’t hatdly believe 1t, we Il need to stay close to the platform,
there'll be less need of hum and hus hunting So now we can
really decrde on what’s what *

fThete’s no help, Piggy Nothing to be doge *

Fot a while they sat 1a depressed silence Thea Simon stood
up and took the conch from Piggy, who was so astonsshed
that he remained on hts feet Ralph looked up at Stmon

“Simon® What 15 1t this time?’

A half sound of jeening ran round the cucle and Sumon
shrank from 1t

‘I thought there might be something to do Somethtng
we-"

Agam the pressure of the assembly took his voice away
He sought for help and sympathy and chose Piggy He turned
half towards hum, clutching the conch to hus brown chest
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‘1 think we ought to chmb the mountain.”

‘The circle shivered with dread, Simon broke off and turned
to Piggy who was looking at him with an expression of deri-
sive incomprehension.

‘What’s the good of climbing up to this here beast when
Ralph and the other two couldn’t do nothing?’

Simon whispered lus answer.

‘What else is there to do?”

His speech made, he allowed Piggy to Iift the conch out of
his hands. ‘Then he retired and sat as far away from the others
as possible.

Piggy was speaking now with more assurance and with
what, if the circumstances had not been so setious, the others
would have recognized as pleasure.

‘Y said we conld all do without a certain person. Now Usay
we got to decide on what can be done. And I think I could
tell you what Ralph’s going to say next. The most important
thing on the island is the smoke and you can’t have no smoke
without a fire.”

Ralph made a restless movement.

‘No go, Piggy. We've got na fire. That thing sits up there -
we'll have to stay here.’

Piggy lifted the conch as though to add power to his next
words,

“We got no fire on the mountain. But what’s wrong with a
fire down here? A fire could be built on them rocks. On the
sand, even, We'd make smoke just the same.”

“That's right]®

“Smokel®

‘By the bathing-pooll”

‘The boys began to babble. Only Piggy could have the intel-
lectual daring to suggest moving the fire from the mountain.

‘So we'll have the fite down hete,” said Ralph. He looked
2bout him. ‘We can build it just here between the bathing-
pool and the platform. Of course - * )

He broke off, frowning, thinking the thing out, uncon-
sclously tugging at the stub of a nail with his tecth.

“Of course the smoke won’t show so much, not be seen so
far away. But we needn’ go near; near the -
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The others nodded i1n perfect comprehension There would
be no need to go near

‘We Il build the fire now *

The greatest 1deas are the simplest Now there was some-
thing to be done they worked with passton Piggy was so full
of delight and expanding hiberty in Jack’s departure, so full of
pride 1n his contribution to the good of socuety, that he helped
to fetch wood The wood he fetched was close at hand 2
fallen tree on the platform that they did not need for the
assembly, yet to the others the sancuty of the platform bad
protected even what was useless there Then the twins realized
they would have a fite near them as a comfort 1a the nrght 2nd
this set a few hittluns dancing and clapping hands

The wood was not so dry as the fuel they had used on the
mountain Much of 1t was damply rotten and full of nsects
that scurried, logs had to be Iifted from the so1l with care or
they crumbled mto sodden powder Mote than this, n order
to avoud gong deep nto the forest the boys worked near at
hand on any fallen wood no matter how tangled with new
growth The skirts of the forest and the scar were famubar,
peat the conch and the shelters and sufficiently friendly 10 day
Light What they might become 1n darkness nobody cared to
thinh They worked therefore with great energy and cheesful
ness, though as time crept by there was a suggestion of pansc
1n the encrgy and hystera 1n the cheerfulness They built a
pyramud of leaves and twigs, branches and logs, on the bare
sand by the platform For the first time on the island, Piggy
humself remaved hs one glass, knelt down and focused the

sun on tinder Soon there was a ceiling of smoke and a bush
of yellow flame
The littluns who had seen few fires since the first catastrophe
became wildly excited They danced and sang and there was 2
partyish air about the gathering

At last Ralph stopped work and stood up, smudging the
sweat from his face with a dirty forearm.

‘Well have to have a small fire ‘This onc’s too big 1o keep

up’
Piggy sat down carcfully on the sand and began to polish
hus glass
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‘We could experiment We could find out how to make 2
small hot fire and then put green branches on to make smoke
Some of them leaves must be better for that than the others ’

As the fire died down so did the exatement. The litthuns
stopped singing and dasang aad dofted away towards the sea
ot the fruit teees or the shelters

Ralph flopped down 1n the sand

‘We'll have to make a new Lst of who's to look after the
fire”

‘If you can find ’em’

He looked round ‘Then for the first time he saw how few
:nguns there were and understood why the work had been so

rd.

‘Where’s Maurice?*
Prggy wiped his glass again

‘T expect . . , no, he wouldn't go into the forest by himself,
would he??

Ralph jumped up, ran swiftly round the fire and stood by
Piggy, holding up hus har

‘But we've got to have a list]! There’s you and me and
Samaneric and -

He would not look at Piggy but spoke casually,

‘Where’s Bill and Roger?’

Pigoyleaned forward and put a frapment of wood on the fire.

I expect they’ve gope I expect they won't play erther *

Ralph sat down and began to poke kitle holes 1n the sand
He was surprised to see that one had 2 drop of blood by 1t He
examuned hus bitten nail closely and watched the hittle globe
of blood that gathered where the quick was gnawed away

Piggy went on speaking

‘I'seen them stealing off when we was gathering wood ‘They
went that way The same way as be went himself*

Ralph finished hus wnspection and looked up into the air
‘The sky, as1f 1n sympathy with the great changes among them,
was different today and so musty that 1 some places the hot
e seemed white The dise of the sun was dull silver as though
1t were nearer and not so hot, yet the ar stifled

“They always been making trouble, haven’t they?

The voice came near his shoulder and sounded anxious
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‘We can do without *em. We’ll be happier now, won't we?’

Ralph sat. The twins came, dragging a great log and gna-
ning in theit triumph, They dumped the log among the embers
so that sparks flew.

“We can do all right on our own, can’t we?’

For 1 long time while the log dtied, caught fire and tuzaed
red hot, Ralph sat in the sand and said nothing. He did not see
Piggy go to the twins and whisper with them, nor how the
three boys weat together into the forest.

‘Here you are.”

He came to himself with a jolt. Piggy and the other two
were by him, They were laden with fruit,

‘T thought perhaps,’ said Piggy, ‘we ought to have a feast
kind of.”

The three boys sat down. They had a great mass of the fruit
with them and all of 1t properly nipe. They grinned at Ralph
as he took some and began to eat. )

“Thanks,” he sa1d. Then with an accent of pleased surprise -
“Thanks!”

‘Do all right on our own,’ said Piggy. ‘It’s them that
baven't no common sense that make trouble on this island.
We'll make 2 little hot fire — * .

Ralph remembered what had been worrymng him.

“Where’s Sumon?”

‘I don’t know.’

‘You don’t think he’s climbing the mountain?’

Piggy broke into noisy laughter and took moge fruit. N

He might be.” He gulped his mouthful, ‘He’s cracked.

Simon had passed through the area of fruit trees but today
the ittluns had been too busywith the fireon the beach and they
had not pursued him there. He went on among the creepers
until he reached the great mat that was woven by the opeg
space and crawled inside. Beyond the screen of leaves ‘hc'ﬂ:;l‘-
light pelted down and the butterflies danced in the middle
their unending dance. He knelt down and the arrow of the sut
£elt on hum. That other time the ais had seemed to ibrate with
heat; but now 1t threatened. Soon the sweat was ruaniog from
his long coarsc bair. He shifted restlessly but there was 80
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avording the sun Presently he was thirsty, and then very
thirsty

He continued to sit

Far off along the beach, Jack was standing before 2 small
group of boys He was looking brlliantly happy

‘Hunting,” he smud He sized them up Each of them wore
the remains of a black cap and ages ago they had stood 1n two
demute rows and their voices had been the song of angels

‘We'll hunt Pm goung to be chief”

They nodded, and the crisis passed eastly

‘And then — about the beast ’

‘They moved, looked at the forest

‘Isay this We aren’t gomng to bother about the beast.”

He nodded at them

‘We'te going to forget the beast”

“That’s night!”

‘Yesl®

‘Porget the beast]”

If Jack was astonished by their fervour he did not show 1t

*And another thing We shan’t dream so much down here
Ths 15 near the end of the 1sland ?

They agreed passionately out of the depths of their tor-
mented private lives

‘Now listen We might go later to the castle rock Butnow
I'm going to get mote of the biguns away from the conch and
all that We'll kull a pig and gave 2 feast * He paused and went
on mote slowly ‘And about the beast. When we kill we'll
leave same of the Lill for st. Then 1t won't bother s, maybe *

He stood up abruptly

‘We'll go nto the forest now and hunt *

He turned and trotted away and after a moment they fol
lowed lum obediently

They spread out, nervously, 1n the forest. Almost at once
Jack found the dug and scattered roots that told of pig and
s00n the track was fresh Jacl, signalled the rest of the hunat
to be quict and went forward by himself He was happy aad
wore the damp darkness of the forest ke hts old clothes He
crept down a slope to rocks and scattered trees by the sea.
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The pigs lay, bloated bags of fat, sensuously enjoytng the
shadows under the trees There was no wind and they were
unsuspicious, and practice had made Jach silent as the
shadows He stole away agan and instructed his hiddes
hunters Presently they all began to inch forward sweatiag 1
the silence and heat Under the trees an ear flapped 1dly A
Little apart from the rest, sunk 1n deep maternal bliss, lay the
largest sow of the lot. She was black and pnk, and the great
bladder of her belly was fringed with a row of piglets that
slept or burrowed and squeaked

Fifteen yards from the drove Jack stopped, and his arm
straightening, potnted at the sow He looked round m nquiry
to make sure that everyone understood and the other boys
nodded at him The row of right arms shd back

‘Now!”

The drove of pigs started up, and at a range of oaly tea
yards the wooden spears with fire hardened pounts flew to
wards the chosen pig One piglet with a demented shrich,
fushed 1nto the sea trailing Roger’s spear behind 1t The sow
gave a gasping squeal and staggered up, with two spears
stiching 1 her fat flank The boys shouted and rushed for
ward, the piglets scattered and the sow burst the advancing
Lne and went crashing away through the forest

“‘After her!”

They raced along the pig track, but the forest was too dark
and tangled so that Jack, cursing, stopped them and cast
among the trees Then he said nothing for a time but breathed
fiercely so that they were awed by him and looked at each
other in uneasy admuration Presently he stabbed down at the
ground with his finger

“There - *

Before the others could examune the drop of blood, Jack
had swerved off, judging a trace touching a bough that gave
Sa he followed mysteriously night and assured, and the
hunters trod behind him

He stopped before a covert

‘In there*

They surrounded the covert but the sow got away with the
sung of another spear in her flanh The trailing butts tundered
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her and the sharp cross-cut potats were a torment She blua
dered 1nto a tree, foraing a spear still deeper, and after that
any of the hunters could follow her casily by the drops of
vivid blood ‘The afternoon wore on hazy and dreadful with
damp heat, the sow staggered her way ahead of them bleed
g and mad, and the hunters followed wedded to her 1 lust,
excited by the long chase and the dropped blood They could
sec het now, neadly got up with her, but she spurted with her
last strength and held ahead of them again They were just
behind her when she staggered 1nto an open space where
bright flowers grew and butterflies danced round each other
and the air was hot and still

Here, struck down by the heat, the sow fell and the hunters
hurled themselves at her This dreadfal eruption from an un
known world made her frantic, she squealed and bucked and
the air was full of sweat and notse and blood and terror Roger
1an round the heap, prodding with his spear whenever pig
flesh appeared Jack was on top of the sow, stabbing down
ward with his knide Roger found a lodgement for his point
and began to push till he was leaning with his whole weight

¢ spear moved forward inch by inch and the ternfied
squealing became 2 high pitched scream Then Jack found
the throat aad the hot blood spouted over his hands The sow
collapsed under them and they wese heavy and fulfilled upon
her The butterfites stll danced preoccupied 1n the centre of
the cleaning

At last the diacy of the Jull subsided ‘The boys drew
back, and Jack stood up holding out his hands

“‘Look *

He giggled and flnked them while the boys laughed at hus
tecking palms Then Jack grabbed Maurice and rubbed the
stoff over his cheeks Roger began to withdraw hus spear and
the boys noticed it for the first tme Robert stabilized the
thing 10 a phrase which was received uproariously

‘Right up her assl’

:Dxd you hear?’

‘Dld you heat what he said>*

Right up her ass!®
This time Robest and Maurice acted the two parts, and

T-E e
Fi
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Maurice’s acting of the pig’s efforts to avord the advanciag
spear was so funny that the boys cried with laughter

At length even this palled Jack began to clean his bloody
hands on the rock Then he started work on the sow and
paunched her, lugging out the hot bags of coloured guts
pushing them intq a pile on the rock while the others watched
him He talked as he wothed

“Well take the meat along the beach Il go back to the
platform and invite them to a feast That should give us time

Roger spoke

‘Chef -7

‘Uh- >

‘How can we make a fire?’

Jack squatted back and frowned at the pig

We Il rard them and take fire There must be four of you

Henry and you Billand Maurice We I put on paint and sneak
up Roger can snatch a branch while I say what I want The
rest of you can get this back to where we were Well build
the fire there And after that

He paused and stood up looking at the shadows under the
trees His voice was lower when he spoke again

‘But we Il leave part of the kil for *

He knelt down agatn and was busy with his kmfe The boys
crowded round hum He spoke over his shoulder to Roger

“Sharpen a stick at both ends *

Presently he stood up holding the dupping sow s head 18
his hands

‘Where’s that stick?”

‘Here”

‘Ram one end 1n the earth Oh 1t’s rock Jam it 10 that
crack There

Jack held up the head and jammed the soft thr
the pointed end of the stich which pretced throu,
mouth He stood back and the head hung there a
dribbling down the stick

Instinctively the boys drew back too, and the forest was
very still. They listened and the loudest nosse was the buzzig
of flies over the spiled guts

Jack spoke 1n a whisper

ot dowa o0
gh 1mto the
Little blood
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‘Puick up the prg’

Maurice and Robert shewered the carcass, hifted the dead
weight, and stood ready In the silence, and standing over the
dry blood, they looked suddenly furtive.

Jack spoke loudly

“This head 15 for the beast It’s a gift?

The silence accepted the gift and awed them ‘The head re
matned thete, dim-eyed, grinning faintly, blood blackenng
between the teeth All at once they were running away, as fast
as they could, through the forest towards the open beach

Simon stayed whete he was, 2 small brown image, concealed

by the leaves Even if he shut hus eyes the sow’s head still re
mained like an after 1mage The half shut eyes were dim with
the infinite cymcsm of adult ife They assured Simon that
everything was a bad business
‘Tknow that *
Simon discovered that he had spoken aloud He opened
hus eyes quickly and there was the head grinnng amusedly
1 the strange daylight, ignoring the flies, the spilled guts
even ignoring the indigmity of betng spiked on 2 stick

He looked away, Licking his dry lips

A gift for the beast Might not the beast come for 1t? The
head he thought, appeared to agree with bim Run away,
said the head stlently, go back to the others It was a joke
eally - why should you bother? You were just wrong, that’s
all A e headache, something you ate, pethaps Go back,
child, said the head silently

Simon looked up, feeling the weight of lus wet hair, and
Bazed at the sky Up there, for once, were clouds, great bulg
Ing towers that sprouted away over the ssland, grey and cream
and copper coloured The clonds were sitting on the land,
they sq d, produced ¥ this close, tor
menting heat Even the butterflies’ deserted the open space
where the obscene thing graned and dnipped  Simon lowered
his head, carefully keeping his eyes shut, then sheltered them
with his hand There were no shadows under the trees but
everywhere a pearly stillness, so that what was real seemed
lustve and without definition The pile of guts was a black
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blob of flies that buzzed like a saw  After a while these fles
found Simon Gorged, they alighted by hus runncls of swes’
and drink They tickled under his nostals and played leap-
frog on his thighs They were bhich and ridescent greea and
w1thout numbet, and 1n front of Stmon, the Lord of the Flics
hung on hus stick 1nd grinned At last Simon gave vp 20d
looked back, saw the whte tecth and dim ejes, the blood =
and hts gaze was held by that ancient, inescapable recognitiot:
In Stmon’s right temple, a pulse began to beat on the brain

Ralph and Piggy lay 1n the sand, gazing at the fire and 1dly
fiching pebbles 1nto 1ts smoleless heart.

“That branch 1s gone *

‘Where's Samneric?’

‘We ought to get some more wood We're out of green
branches *

Ralph sighed and stood up There wese no shadows undet
the palms on the platform, only this strange light that seemed
to come from everywhereat once High up among the bulgisg
clouds thunder went off Itke a gun

‘We're going to get buckets of rain ”

“What about the fire?’

Ralph trotted 1nto the forest and returned with a wide Spray
of green which he dumped on the fire The branch crackle
the leaves curled and the yellow smoke expanded

Piggy made an aimless little pattern in the sand with his
fingers

“Trouble 1s we haven't got enough people for a fisc You
got to treat Samneric as one turn They do everything 0
gether —*

“Of course ’ N

“Well thatisn’t fasr Don’t you see? They ought to do two
turns

Ralph considered thts and und d He was vesed ©
find how Lttle he thought Like a grown up and sighed agaic:
The 1sland was getting worse and worse

Piggy looked at the fire

“You’ll want another green branch soon*

Raiph rolled over
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‘Piggy What are we going to do?’

‘Just have to get on without ’em *

‘But — the fire.”

He frowned at the black and white mess 10 which lay the
unburnt ends of branches He tried to formulate.

‘I’m scared *

He saw Prggy look up, and blundeted on

“Not of the beast. I mean I'm scared of that too But nobody
else understands about the fire If someone threw you & rope
Whenyouwere drowning Ifadoctorsard takethis because tf you
don’t take st you'll die - you would, wouldn’t you? I mean?’

*’Course I would *

‘Can’t they sce? Can’t they understand ? Without the smoke
signal we'll die here® Look at that!”

A wave of heated air trembled above the ashes but without
3 trace of smoke,

“We can't keep onc fire going And they don’t cate And
fV:Vhat’s mote ~ * He looked ntensely into Piggy’s streaming
ace

“What’s more, I don’t sometimes Suppostng I got like the
others — not caring What "ud become of us >

Piggy took off hus glasses, deeply troubled

‘1 dunno, Ralph We just got to go on, that’s all That’s
what grown ups would do ’

Ralph, having begun the business of unburdening himself,
continued

‘Piggy, what's wrong ¥’

Piogy looked at hum 1n astomshment.

‘Do you mean the - »*

‘No,notst  Imean  what makes things break up like
they do?’

Piggy rubbed his glasses slowly and thought. When he
understood how far Ralph had gone towards accepting him
be flushed puakly with pride

‘I dunno, Ralph I expect 1t’s hum °

‘Jack?”

‘Jack * A taboo™was evolving round that word too

Ralph nodded solemnly

“Yes,” he sad, ‘T suppose it must be * 3 }

4
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The forest near them burst into uproar. Demoniac figutes
with faces of white and red and green rushed out howling, s0
that the littluns fled screaming. Qut of the coraer of his €%
Ralph saw Piggy running. Two figures rushed at the fire and
he prepared to defend himself but they grabbed halfburnt
branches and raced away along the beach. The three otbers
stood still, watching Ralph; and he saw that the tallest of
them, stark naked save for paint and a belt, was Jack.

Ralph had his breath back and spoke.

‘Well»”

Jack 1gnored him, lifted his spear and began to shout.

“Listen all of you, Me and my hunters, we're living nlougf
the beach by a flat rock. We hunt and feast and have fun 1
you want to join my trsbe come and see us. Perhaps I'll let you
join. Perhaps not.”

He paused and looked round He was safe from shame of
self-consciousness behind the mask of his paint and co
look at each of them in turn, Ralph was kneeling by the ©©
mains of the fire like a sprinter at hts mark and hts face Wl;
half-hidden by hair and smut. Samnertc peered together £oud
a palm tree at the edge of the forest. A littlun howled, creas
and crimson, by the bathing-pool and Piggy stood on the
platform, the white conch gripped in his hands. ,

“Tonight we’te having a feast. We’ve killed 2 pig and we've
got meat, You can come and eat with us of you like.”

Up in the cloud canyons the thunder boomed again. Jack
and the two anonymous savages with um swayed, looked up,
and then recovered. The bittfun went on howhng. Jack w28
waiting for something. He whispered urgently to the others

“Go on ~ nowl’

The two savages murmured. Jack spoke sharply.

‘Go onl’ 3

‘The two savages looked at cach other, raised their spears
together and spoke 1n time.

“The Chief has spoken.”

‘Then the three of them tutned and trotted away.

Presently Ralph rose to his fect, looking at the place whese
the savages had vanished. Samaeric came, talhing 1n 20 W€
whisper.
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‘T thought 1t was —*

‘~and I was -’

‘~ scared *

Pipgy stood above them on the platform still holding the
conch

“That was Jack and Maurice and Robert,” said Ralph
‘Aren’t they having fan >’

‘1 thought T was going to have asthma *

‘Sucks to your ass mar *

‘When I saw Jack I was sure he’d go for the conch Cant
think why *

The group of boys looked at the white shell with affectronate
respect Piggy placed 1t i Ralph’s hands and the ittlugs,
seaung the familiar symbol, started to come back

“‘Not here *

He turned towards the platform, feeling the need for ritual
Furst went Ralph the white conch cradled then Piggy very
Brave then the twins, then the littluns and the others

“Stt down all of you They rarded us for fire They’re having
fun But the - *

Ralph was puzzled by the shutter that flickered 1n his brain
There was something he wanted to say, then the shutter had
come down

‘But the >

They were regarding him gravely, not yet troubled by any
doubts about his suffictency Ralph pushed the 1dtot hair out
of hus eyes and Jooked at Piggy

‘But the oh the firel Of course the firel’

He started to laugh then stopped and became fluent mstead

“The fire’s the most important thing Without the fire we
€20’ be rescued 1d Like to put on war pamt and be a savage
But we must keep the fire burning The fite s the most mpor
tant thing on the 1sland because because — *

He paused again and the silence became full of doubt and
wonder

Piggy whispered urgently

‘Rescue *

‘Ch yes Without the fire we can’t be rescued So we must
stay by the fire and make smoke *
- .
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When he stopped no one satd anything  After the maoy
brilliant speeches that had been made on this very spot
Ralph’s remarks seemed lame, even to the hittluns

At last Bill held out hts hands for the conch. ,

‘Now we can’t have the fire up there — because we eant
have the fire up there ~ we need more people to keep 1t 0128
Let’s go to thus feast and tell them the fire’s hard on the rest Ot
us And then hunting and all that - being savages I mean -1
must be jolly good fun *

Samnenic took the conch B

*That must be fun Itke Bill says —and as he’s 1avited us—

¢ ~toa feast~’

‘—meat -’

‘- crachling - *

‘ —1 could do with some meat —*

Ralph held up hts hand

“Why shouldn’t we get our own meat?’

The twins looked at each other Bull answered

‘We don’t want to go 1 the jungle

Ralph grimaced

“He - you know ~— goes * s

‘He’s 2 hunter They’re all hunters That’s different. 4

No one spoke fora moment, then Piggy muttesed to the san

‘Meat —*

The littluns sat, solemnly thinking of meat and dnbbh.ndg
Overhead the cannon boomed again and the dry palm fronds
clattered 1n a sudden gust of hot wind

“You are a sully little boy,” said the Lord of the Flies, ‘just3?
1gnorant, silly little boy *

Stmon moved his swollen tongue but said nothing a

‘Don’t you agree?” satd the Lord of the Flies ‘Aren’t 0
just a silly litde hoy >”

Sumon answered him 1n the same silent voice

“Well then,” said the Lozd of the Flies, ‘you’d better f“:
off and play with the others They think you’re batty ﬁ:t
don’t want Ralph to think you’re batty, do you? You
Ralph a lot, don’t you? And Piggy, and Jach 2’ reak

Simon’s head was tilted slightlyup His eyes could not b
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away and the Lord of the Fles hung i space before him

“What are you doing out here all alone? Aren t you afrad
of me?*

Sunon shaok

“Thete 1snt anyone to help you Only me And I'm the
Beast

Simon’s mouth laiboured, brought forth audible words

‘Pig’s head on a stick *

‘Pancy thinking the Beast was something you could hunt
and killl” said the head. For a moment ot two the forest and
all the other dimly appreciated places echoed w.ith the parody
of laughter “You knew, didn’t you? I'm part of you ? Close,
dose, close! I'm the reason why 1t’s no go? Why things are
what they arep?

¢ laughter shivered agam
‘Come now,’ said the Lotd of the Flies ‘Get back to the
others and we I forget the whole thing *
Simon s head wobbled His eyes were half-closed as though
he were tmitating the obscene thing on the stick He knew
that one of his times was coming on The Lord of the Flies
Was expanding like a balloon
“This 15 ndteulons You know perfectly well you Il only
meet me down there — so don’t try to escapel’
Sumon’s body was arched and stiff 'The Lord of the Flies
spoke 1n the voice of a schoolmaster
“This has gone quite far enough My poor, misguded
<hidd do you think you know better than 1 do?”
There was a pause
‘I'm wamning you Im gomg to get waxy D you see?
You're not wanted Understand? We are going to have fun
on this ssland Understand? We are going to have fun on this
sslaad! So don’t try it on my poor musgwded boy, or else —*
Simon found he was looking 1nto a vast mouth ‘There was
blackness within, 2 blackness that spread
‘= Or else’ said the Lord of the Flies ‘we shall do you
See? Jack and Roger and Maurice and Robert and Bill and
Piggy and Ralph Do you See?’

Simon was inside the mouth He fell down and lost con-
sciousness



CHAPTER NINE

A View to a Death

Over the ssland the busld-up of clouds continued. A steady
cutrent of heated atr rose all day from the mountain and W3S
thrust to ten thousand feet; revolving masses of gas pxled vp
the stattc until the air was ready to explode. By early evening
the sun had gone and a brassy glare had taken the place of
clear dayhght Even the air that pushed 1n from the sca was
hot and held no refreshment. Colours dramned from watet and
trees and pmk surfaces of rock, and the white and browfl
clouds brooded. Nothing prospered but the flies who black-
ened their lord and made the spilt guts look like 2 }I’C’P ©
glistening coal. Even when the vessel broke in Simon’s n0S¢
and the blood gushed out they left him alone, preferring the
pig’s high flavour, .

With the running of the blood Simon’s fit passcd into the
weanness of sleep. He lay in the mat of creepers while the
evenng advanced and the cannon continued to play. At ]‘:1;
he woke and saw dimly the dark earth close by his chech. St
he did not move but lay there, his face sideways on the casth,
his eyes looking dully before him. Then he turned over, dew
hus feet under him, and haid hold of the creepers to pull iz
self up. When the crecpers shook the flies :xplodcd.fmxf‘ the
guts with a vicious note and clamped back on agai. Simon
got to his feet. 'The light was unearthly. The Lord ‘of the Flies
hung on his stick ltke a black ball,

Simon spohe aloud to the clearing,

“What else is there to do?’

Nothing replied. Stmon turned away from the opent SP"‘?
and crawled through the creepers till he was in the dusk
the forest. He walked drearily between the trunks, bis face
ood was dry round his mou
es of creepet
¢ land, B¢

empty of expression, and the bl
and chin. Only sometimes as he bfted the rop
aside and chosc his direction from the trend of th
mouthed words that did not reach the air.
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with both hands and peered at the smoke Even at that dis
tance it was posstble to see that most of the boys - perbaps
all the boys — were there So they had shufted camp then, 2w3f
from the beast As Stmon thought thus, he turned to the poor
broken thing that sat stinking by hus stde. The beast was harm
less and hotrible, and the news must reach the others as 500
as possible He started down the mountan and his legs £37¢
beneath him Even with great care the best he could do wis#
stagger s

‘Bathing,” sard Ralph, “that’s the onlj thmg to do 55

Piggy was nspecting the looming sky through lus 8 A

‘I don’t like them clouds Remember how 1t ramed Jus!
after we landed?>”

‘Going to rain again ’

Ralph dived 1nto the pool A couple of Littluns were Phymj
at the edge, trying to extract comfort from a wetness W“mm
than blood Piggy took off his glasses, stepped prnaly ""“
the water and then put them on agatn Ralph came to the s
face and squirted a jet of water at him Jass 1

‘Mind my specs,” said Piggy “If T get water on the g
got to get out and clean ’em * ex

Ralph squirted agam and nussed He laughed at P‘Bgly' "
pecting hum to retire meekly as usual and 1 pamed stlen
Instead, Piggy beat the water with hs hands

“Stop 11" He shouted, ‘D’you hear?”

Furtously he drove the water into Ralph’s face. s

‘All 1ght, all nght,” said Ralph ‘Keep your hair on-

Piggy stopped beating the water ,

‘I got a pain 1 my head I wish the air was cooler

‘I wish the rain would come *

‘I wish we could go home * 1

Piggy lay back agamst the sloping sand stde of the poo:
His stomach protruded and the water dned on it R’%
squirted up at the sky One could guess at the movcmtﬂ‘m
the sun by the progress of a light patch among the clouds
knelt 1n the water and looked round

‘Where’s everybody ?*

Piggy sat up

“P raps they’re Iying 1n the shelter *
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‘Whete’s Samnersc >

‘And Bi>*

Piggy pownted beyond the platform

" That’s whete they’ve gone Jack’s patty’

‘Let them £0,” satd Ralph, uneasily, ‘I don’t care

‘Just for some meat — *

“And for hunting * said Ralph, wiscly, ‘and for pretending
to be a tribe, and putt.ng on war paint *
R Piggy stired the sand under water and did not look at

alph

‘Praps we ought to go too *

Ralph looked at hum quickly and Piggy blushed
1 mean - to make sure nothung happens ’
Ralph squirted water again

Long before Ralph and Piggy came up with Jack’s lot, they
could hear the patty There was a stretch of grass 1n a place
whete the palms Ieft a wide band of tusf between the forest
and the shore Just one step down from the edge of the turf
was the white, blown sand of above high water, warm, dry,
trodden Below that again was a rock that stretched away to
wards the lagoon Beyond was a short stretch of sand and then
the edge of the water A fire burned on the rock and fat
dnpped from the toasting pig meat into the invisible flames
All the boys of the 1stand except Piggy, Ralph, Stmon, and
the two tending the p1g, were grouped on the turf They were
haughing, singing, lying, squatting, or standing on the grass,
belding food 1n theit hands But to judge by the greasy faces,

© meat-eating was almost done, and some held coconut
shells 1 thesr hands and were danking from them Before the
Party had started 2 great log had been deagged into the centre
of the lawn and Jacl., painted and garlanded sat there like an
ol There were piles of meat on green leaves near him, and
frun, and coconut shells full of drink

Pigey and Ralph came to the edge of the grassy platform,
and the boys, as they noticed them, fell silent one by one tll
only the boy nest to Jach was talling  Then the sence in
ttuded even there and Jack turned where he sat, For a ume
he looked at them and the erackle of the fire was the loudest
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notse over the bourdon of the reef Ralph looked away and
Sam thinhing that Ralph had turned to Tum accustngly pot
down his gnawed bone with a nervous gggle Ralph tooh 28
uncertain step pointed to 2 palm tree and whispered some-
thing mnaudible to Piggy, and they both giggled Ike Sm;i
Lifting his feet high out of the sand Ralph stacted to si©
past Piggy tned to whstle d
At this moment the boys who wete cooking 3t the fire su
denly hauled off 2 great chunk of meat and ran with 1t towares
the grass ‘They bumped Piggy who was burnt and yelled 8
danced Immediately Ralph and the crowd of boys Wer
untted and reheved by a storm of laughter Piggy once m0$
was the centre of social denston so that everyone Felt cheetf
and normal
Jack stood up and waved hus spear
“Take them some meat
The bays with the spit gave Ralph and Piggy
culent chunk They took the mft dnbbling So
and ate beneath 2 sky of thunderous brass that rang Wi
storm coming
Jack waved his spear again
Has everybody caten as much as they want?’
Thete was still food left sizzling on the wooden P 1
heaped on the green platters Betrayed by hus stomach Piggy
threw a picked bone down on the beach and stooped for more
Jack spoke again impatiently
Has everybody eaten as much as they want?’ ¢
His tone conveyed a warmng given out of the pr de ©
ownershup and the boys ate faster whilc there was still m'nek
Secing there was no immediate Lkelihood of a pause Jad!
fose from the log that was lus throoe and sauntered to the
edge of the grass He looked down from behind his pant at
Ralph and Paggy They moved 2 Ittle further off over the a0 "
and Ralph watched the fire as he ate He noticed wuho“:
understanding how the flames were visible now agatnst ‘dC‘
dull light Evening was come, not with calm beauty but ¥
the threat of violence
Jack spoke
Give me 2 drnk.”

each & suC
hey stood
th the
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Rabd mzda 8 sodZen movement thar hecame g stumbls,
Somzef the boys torred towands Bz

‘L grre yom food,? waid Jack, *and oy heoters w3l prowest
TOU £0r the bezst. Who will join my tdibe
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“You 220 yourssll® shoated Jack. *Look st that bone ia
Jouzz beads)>

d2h went crizoson,

“I £23d you were hunters, Teat was your job.”

Jak ignored him again.

“Wio'll join my tribe ard have fon?’

Tm Risf? said Ralph tremclously. *And what about the
2 Sod T've got the conch -

Yo kaven't got it with you,” szid Jack, sacering. *You
1o &2 behind. See, dever? And the conch doesn’t count at
t&is end of the jsland - *

All 2t once the thunder struck. Instead of the dull boom
there was 2 point of impact in the explosion.

. “The conch counts here too,” said Ralph, ‘and all over the
itlang”

-“What are you going to do about it then?”

Ralph cxamined the ranks of boys. There wasno helpinthern
2ad ke looked away, confused and sweating. Piggy whispered.

“The fire ~ rescue.”
“Who'll join my tribe?”
Twill

“Mes
I will?
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of tself There was the throb and stamp of a single organism.

The dack sky was shattered by a blue white scar Annstant
Later the nosse was on them like the blow of a gigantic whip

© chant rose 2 tone 1n agony

Kell the beast! Cut bis throat' S pill Fes blocd!”

Nowoutof the terror rose another destre, thick, urgent, blind

Kell tre keast! Cut bas throat! S, S pall bes blood!”

Again the blue-white sear jagged above them and the sul
Phurous explosion beat down The httluns screamed and
blundered about, flceing from the edge of the forest, and one
of them broke the ning of biguns 1n lus terror

‘Him! Him[*

The cicle became 2 horseshoe A thing was crawling out
of the forest It came darkly, uncertainly ‘The shnll screaming

t 0se before the beast was hke a pain The beast stumbled
1ato the horseshoe.

Kell the bass! Cut s throat’ ) Sp1il bss blood!®

¢ blue white scar was constant, the notse unendurable
Stmon was erying out something about a dead man on 2 hull.

Kll the beast! Cut brs throas! S, ipedi has bloodt Do bert 1n!”

The sticks fell and the mouth of the new circle crunched
20d screamed The beast was on its knees 1n the centre, 1ts
2ms folded over 1ts face It was crying out against the abom-
inable notse something about a body on the hill The beast
struggled forward, broke the ring, and fell over the steep edge
of the rock to the sand by the water At once the crowd surged
afteryt, poured down the roch, leapt on to the beast, screamed,
struck, bit, tore There were no words, and no movements

t the teaning of teeth and claws M
<n the clouds opened and let down the rain like a water
The water bounded from the mountain top, tore leaves
and branches from the trees, poured like a cold shower over
the struggling heap on the sand Presently the heap broke up
and figures staggered away Only the beast lay stll, a few
¥axds from the sea, Even in the rain they could see how small
a beast 1t was, and already 1ts blood was staining the sand
Now a great wind blew the rain stdeways, cascading the
Water from the forest trces On the mountain top the para
chute filled and moved, the figure shid, rose to its fect spif,«,

o
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swayed down through a vastness of wet air and teod with vt
ganly feet the tops of the high trees, falling, still falling 1t
sank towards the beach and the boys rushed screaming 10t
the darkness The parachute took the figure forward, fur
rowing the lagoon, and bumped 1t over the reef and out to s

Towards mudnght the rain ceased and the clouds dnfted
away, so that the sky was scattered once more with the sncred
1blelamps of stars Then the breeze died too and there was 20
notse save the drip and trickle of water that ran out of clefts
and spilled down leaf by leaf, to the brown earth of the sshaad
The a1t was cool, metst, and clear, and presently even t¢
sound of the water was still 'The beast lay huddled on the pale
beach and the stains spread, inch by mnch

The edge of the lagoon became a streak of phosphorescence
which advanced minutely, as the great wave of the ude o™
‘The clear water murrored the clear sky and the angulit baght

llatrtons The line of phospt ence bulged about the
sand grams and Iittle pebbles, 1t held them each 1 2 dxmplk
of tenston, then suddenly accepted them with 20 naudible
syllable and moved on

Along the shoreward edge of the shallows the advancod
clearness was full of strange, moonbeam bodied creatures
with fiery eyes Here and there 2 larger pebble clung t© i
own air and was covered with a coat of peatls The tde
swelled 1n over the rawn pitted sand and smoothed everythiog
with a layer of slver Now 1t touched the first of the stains
that seeped from the broken body and the creatures made 2
moving patch of light as they gathered at the edge The wates
rose furthet and dressed Stmon’s coarse hair with brghtness
‘The line of his cheek silvered and the turn of his shouldet
became sculptured marble The strange, attendant creatures
with their fiery eyes and tratling vapours, busted themselves
round hus head The body lifted a fraction of an tnch from the
sand and a bubble of atr escaped from the mouth with a wet
plop ‘Then 1t turned gently 1n the water

Somewhere over the darkened cutve of the world the su8
and moon were pulling, and the film of water on the eﬂﬁ:
planet was held, bulging slightly on onc side while the soli
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core turned The great wave of the tide moved further along
the 1shand and the water Lifted Softly, surrounded by a fringe
of inquisitrve bright creatures, itself a sihex shape beneath the
Headfast constellations, Stmon's dead body moved out to
wards the open <ea,

CHAPTER TEN

The Skell and the Glasses

PIGoY ¢yed the advanaing figure carefully Nowadays he
sometimes found that he saw more cleatly if he temoved hus
glasses and shifted the one lens to the other eye, but even
through the 8ood eye, after what had happened, Ralph re
mamed unnustakably Ralph He came now out of the coconut
teees, himping, durty, with dead leaves hanging from his shock
of yellow hair One eye was a slit 1 his puffy cheel and a
8reat scab had formed on his nght knee He paused for 2
moment and peered at the figure on the platform
Pigoy> Are you the only one left?’
“There s some littlans *
‘They don’t count No biguns?*
*Oh - Samaeric, They’se collecting wood *
‘Nobody else?®
“Not that I know of*
Ralph climbed on to the platform carefully The coarse
8ras8 was still worn away where the assembly used to sit, the
fragile white conch still gleamed by the polished seat Ralph
sat down 1n the grass facing the Chief’s seat and the conch
Piggy knelt at hus Tef and for a long munute there was silence
At last Ralph cleated his throat and whispered something
Pigoy whispered back
‘What you say >
Ralph spoke up
‘Simon*
Piggy sard nothing but nodded, solemnly They continued

to sit, gazing with 1mpaired sght at the chief s seat and the
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glittering lagoon The green light and the glossy patches of
sunshine played over thetr befouled bodes &

At length Ralph got up and went to the conch He took :
shell caressingly with both hands and knelt, leanuag g3
the trunk

‘Piggy’

‘Uh?’

‘What we going to do?’

Piggy nodded at the conch

“You could -’

“Call an assembly?’

Ralph laughed sharply as he said the word and Piggy
frowned

“You’re still Chuef *

Ralph laughed again

*You are Over us’

‘I got the conch * ) .

“Ralph! Stop laughmg ltke that Look there ain't 20 26
Ralph! What's the others going to think ?’

At last Ralph stopped He was shiveniog

‘Piggy ’

‘Uh?’

“That was Stmon ’

“You said that before.”

‘That was murder ’

“You stop 1t1° said Piggy, shelly *What good'se you dois
talking like that?’

He jumped to his feet and stood over Ralph. s

*It was datk. There was that — that bloody dance There %2
kghtning and thunder and rain We was scaredl” .

‘I wasn’t scared,” sard Ralph slowly, ‘I was~1 don't hao
whatIwas’ e

‘We was scared!’ saud Pigpy exatedly ‘Anythieg mig
bave happened It wasn’t — what you sad *

He was gesticulating, searchung for a formula

“Oh, Piggyl”

Ralph’s vosce low and steicken, stopped Piggy’s gesture
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He vent down and wasted Ralph, cradling the conch roched
humself to and fro )
‘Don’t you understand, Piggy® The things we did -
‘He may still be - *
“No*

‘P’raps he was only pretending - * N

Pigey’s vorce tatled off at the sight of Ralph’s face wl

“You were outside Outside the cuclehYo; dn)ever really
cme1n Didn't you see what we — what they di

There was loathing, and at the same ume a kind of fevensh
€xcitement 1n his vorce

‘Dudn’t you see, Piggy?®

‘Not al]ythat well Igonly got one eye now You ought to
know that Ralph ’ ih

Ralph contined to rock to and fro e

‘It l:vas an accident,” smd Piggy sudd , that’s VZ}:‘:h‘:
Was An accident * His voice shrlled again Com}rzﬁe o
datk - he hadn’t no business crawhng like that out Od (e dac
He was batty He asked for 1t * He gesticulated widely ag:
‘It was an accident q

“You dide’t see what they did - ,

*Look, Raloh We got to forget this We can’t do no good
thinking about 1t, see?’

Tm %nghten:d Of us I want to go home O God I want
to‘%?\?:sn:; dent,” sa:d Piggy stubbornly, ‘and that s that *

He touched Ralph:s bate shoulder and Ralph shuddered at

¢ human contact

‘And look, Ralph,’ Piggy glanced round (;iﬁmcklyliI Dtth:g
Ieaned close ~ ‘don t Jet on we was 1n that dance
Samnerc,?

‘But we were! All of usl”

Propy shook hus head

‘Ngogtyus il last They never noticed 1 the dark Anyway
¥ou said T was only on the outside — ° R

“‘So was 1,7 munired Ralph ‘I was on the outside too

Piggy nodded eagerl:

"Ighgaytr’s night. \\'%c VZZIS on the outside We never done
nothing, we never seen nothing *
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Piggy paused, then went on.

“We'll ive on our own, the four of us - * s

“Four of us. We aren’t enough to keep the fire burning.

‘We'll try. See? I it 1t,

Samaeric came dragging a2 great log out of the fms;
They dumped 1t by the fire and turned to the pool. Ralp!
jumped to hus feet.

‘Hil You twol’

The twins checked 2 moment, then walked on.

“They’te gong to bathe, Ralph.’

“Better get 1t over.” hed

The twins were very surprised to see Ralph. They flushe
and looked past hum 1nto the air

‘Hullo. Fancy meeting you, Ralph.’

‘We just been 1n the forest — *

¢ ~ to get wood for the fire - *

¢ — we got lost last night.”

Ralph examned his toes.

‘You got lost after the ... *

Pigpy cleaned his lens. ded

‘After the feast,’ sard Sam in a stiffed voice Enc nodde
“Yes, after the feast.’ 4

‘We Ieft early,” said Pigpy quickly, “because we were e

“So did we -’

¢ - very early —*

¢ ~ we wete very tired g

Sam touched a scratch on his forehead and then hurriedly
toak hus hand away. Eric fingered his sphit Iip. 1

“Yes. We were very tired,” sepeated Sam, *so we left catlf-
Was 1t 2 good - ? N J

The air was heavy with unspoken knowledge. Sam twiste
and the obscenc word shot out of him. ¢ - dance® X

Memory of the dance that none of them had attended shoo!
&ll four boys convulsively,

‘We left early.

When Roger came to the neck of land that joned the Cﬂ!:f
Rock to the mamnland he was not surpnised to be challeng!
He had reckoned, during the ternble mght, on finding at least
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some of the teibe holdtag out against the horrors of the 1sland
16 the safest place

The vorce rang out sharply from on high, where the dim

shing crags wete balanced one on another

‘Halt! Who goes there>*

‘Roger*

‘Advance, friend *

Roger advanced

“You could see who I was ’

“The Chief said we got to challenge everyone *

Roger pecred up s

‘You couldn’t stop me coming 1f T wanted

“Couldn’t I Climb up and see’

Roger clambered up the ladder like cliff

‘Look at ths *

Alog had been jammed under the topmost rock and another
lever under that Robert learied hightly on the lever and the
rock groaned A full effort would send the rock thundering
down to the neck of land Roger admired

‘He’s a proper Chief, 1sn’t he>®

Robert nodded s

‘He’s going to take us hunting

He 1cx§cd %us head 1n the direction of the distant shelters
whete a thread of white smoke climbed up the shy Roger,
Sitting on the very edge of the cliff, looked sombrely back at
the 15land as he worked with his fingets at a loose tooth His
8aze settled oq the top of the distant mountain and Robert
changed the unspoken subject

‘He's going to beat Wilfred *

“What forp®
Robert shook hus head doubtfully

‘I don’t know He didn’t say He got angry ané m,zde us
tie Wilfred up He’s been’ ~ he giggled exaitedly - “he’s been
tied for hougs, walting — *

‘But didn’t the Chief say why?’

‘T never heard hum *

Sttting on the tremendous rocks 1n the tornid sun, Roger
feceived this news as an sllumination He ceased to work
at his tooth and sat stdl, assumilating the posstbilities of
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irresponsible authority Then, without another word h;
climbed down the back of the rocks towards the cave 1
the rest of the tribe 5
The chief was sitting there, naked to the waist, hus face
blocked out 1n white and red The tnbe Jay m a sem!mmn‘
before him. The newly beaten and uatied Wilfred was g
notsily 1n the background Roger squatted with the fost.
“Tomotrow,’ went on the Chief, ‘we shall hunt agaie.
He potnted at this savage and that with his speat defend
“Some of you will stay here to improve the cave and Y
the gate I shall take a few huaters with me and brng . ‘nt
meat The defenders of the gate will sce that the others do
sneak in—7 blesk,
A savage rased his hand and the chief turned 2
patnted face towards
“Why should they try to sneak 1, Chicf?’

‘The Chief was vague but earnest e
“They will They'll try to spoil things we (}0 So
watchers at the gate must be careful. And then — § dart

‘The Chuef paused ‘They saw a trangle of startling pio!
out, pass along lus lips, and vanush again bet
¢ —and then, the beast mught try to come 1t You remem
how he crawled ~?
The 1e shuddered and 1mn 2g; e
“He came — disgutsed  He may come again evenl lhD“E;er b
gave him the head of our kill to cat So watch, and be care?¥
Stanley lifted hus forearm off the zoch and held up an 10tef
rogative finger
“Well>*
‘But didn’t we, didn’t we - ?*
He squirmed and looked dowa
‘Nol’

’l ent.

Tn the silence that followed each savage flinched away from
his individual memory
‘Nol How could we — lull - 1t?*
¢ furthet

Half relieved, half-daunted by the implication o
terrors, the savages murmured agan.

“So leave the mountan alone,” sud the Chicf, solermalfs
“and guve 1t the head of you go hunting
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Stanley flicked s finger agun

‘T expect the beast disguised stself.

‘Pethaps,’ said the Chief A theologiel speculation pre-
seated stself, “We'd better keep on the nght side of him, any-
how You can’t tell w hat he might do”

The tribe considered this, and then were shaken, as if by a
faw of wind. The Chief saw the effect of hys words and stond
abmpdy. "

‘But tomorsow we'll hunt and when we've got meat we

Ve a feast — *

Bill put up his hand

‘Chuef?

“Yes»

What'll we use for lighting the fire>

The Chuef’s blush wags h)d%en by the white and red clay
Into bus uncertain silence the tribe spilled their murmur once
more. Then the Chief held up hus hand ”

“We shall take fire from the others Listen Tomorrow we
hunt and 8et meat Tonight I'll go along with two hunters —
Who'll come °

Maurrce and Roger put up their hands

‘Maunice — ?

“Yes, Chuef?*

‘Where was thete fired*

“Back at the old place by the fire rock *

The Chief nodded sets

“The rest of you can go to sleep as soon as the s;:n fi s
Butys three, Mautrice, Roger, and me, weve got work to
We'll leaye Just before sunset — *
Maurice put up his hand
‘But what happens if we mect —*
The chief waved his objection astde 1l do

“We'll keep along by the sands ‘Then 1f he comes we
out, our dance again *

“Only the three of us?’

Again the murmur swelled and died away

back
Piggy handed Ralph his glasses and waited to recetve
¢ sight. The wood was damp, and this was the third
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time they had lighted 1t. Ralph stood back, speaking t0
himself,

‘We don’t want another night without fire.” b

He looked round guiltily at the three boys standing )}
‘This was the fitst time he had admitted the double function :f
the fire. Certainly one was to send up a beckoning cclumx; W
smoke; but the other was to be a hearth now and 2 cosn :d
until they slept, Eric breathed on the wood till 1t glowe: ’ke
sent out 2 little flame. A billow of white and yellow sm‘:he
zeeked up. Piggy took back his glasses and looked at
smoke with pleasure.

‘If only we could make a radiol”

‘Or 2 plane - ?

¢~ ora boat,” 1.

Ralph dredged in his fading knowledge of the world.

‘We might get taken prisoner by the reds.’

Entc pushed back his har,

‘They’d be better than - * ccnce

He would not name people and Sam finished the sentc!
for lum by nodding along the beach.

Ralph remembered the ungainly figute on a Pﬂﬂd":;e':iﬂ_

*He said something about a dead man — * He flushed p .
fully at this adoussion that he had been present at thc‘lli)iﬂn,"
He made urging motions at the smoke with his body. ‘Dot
stop — go on upl®

‘Smoke’s getting thinner.” .

! We need more wood already, even when it’s wet.

‘My asthma - *

The tesponse was mechanical.

‘Sucks to your ass-mar.* ant,

‘IET pull logs about, I get my asthma bad. T wish I dida’t,
Ralph, but there it is.” Is of

The three bays weat into the forest and fetched armfuls
rotten wood. Ornce more the smoke rose, yellow and thick.

‘Let’s get something to eat.” 5

Together they went to the fruit trees, carrying their ’P";’"
saying Inetle, cramming in haste. When they came out of xb-
forest again the sun was sctting and only embers glowed i the
fite, and there was no smoke,
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Tac Q7 gmr meme woed,” s d Ene P e

Rafoh clogend 25 e

W ket e S g v e

“Up thers £ mas st s s Bas got to be 2 bug oo

Ralzh cromiod 2 Bm v o the e 024 wroched the smode
that dofond 2oy 1 Gk

‘We're gos
Etic fony Bivee’® dgum,
P to0 tized. Aod whar's the good?®
‘Ede!” cied Raloh iz a shocked vo.ce. ‘Dot talk 1ke

Saz kncle by Edde.
Well - what i the good3”
Ralph tried indignantly to remember. There was something
good about 5 fire. Something overwhelmingly good.
“Ralph’s told you often enough,” sud Piggy moodiy, ‘How
d‘fﬁfc we going to be rescued?®
OF coursel If we don't make smoke -
He squarted before them in the crowding dush,
“Don’t you understand? What's the good of wihing fie
tadios and boats ?*
He beld out hus hand and twisted the fingers {nto w fise
“Thete’s only one thing we can do to get out of this mess,
Anyone can play at hunting, anyone can get us meat =
He looked from face to face Then, at the moment of
greatest passion and conviction, that cuttaln flappedt 1o bl
head and he forgot what he had heen driving aty He knelt
there, hus fige clenched, gazing solemaly from one ta the athen
€ the curtain whished bach. ,
‘Ohyes So we've got to mike amoke; and more &ohe -
‘But we can’t keep 1t going! Look at that)’
c fire was dying on them -
WO to mind the fire,” said Ralph, half to himaelf, ‘that’s
twelve hours a day,”
:We can’t get any more wood, Ralph - *
~ not i the dark - *
:—not at mght - ° . ,
© can light it every motning,’ sald Piggy. ‘Nobody aln 'h"'ﬁ
BOINg to see smoke n the dark.” _
.

.
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Sam nodded vigorously

‘It was different when the fire was - *

‘~up there® Gk

Ralph stood up, feeling curiously defenceless with the da
ness pressing 1

‘Let the fire go then for tonight’ dhough

He led the way to the first shelter, which still stood O‘:ic
battered The bed leaves lay within, dry and noisy wac
touch In the next shelter a Littlun was talking 1n hts sleep e
four biguns crept 1nto the shelter and butrowed under o
leaves The twins lay together and Ralph and Piggy & 3
other end For a while thete was the continual ereak 31
rustle of leaves as they tred for comfort.

‘Piggy’

“S pose so *

At length save for an occastonal rustle, the shelter ‘:::
silent An oblong of blackness relieved with brilliant st,‘fgon
hung before them and there was the hollow sound °fs;
the reef Ralph settled humself for his nghtly game of sup°
posing then

Supposing they could be transported home by ’ﬂ'\v,](
before morning they would land at that big aufield 11 dhe
shire They would go by car, no, for things to be perfect (h‘{
would go by tran all the way down to Devon and take e
cottage agamn Then at the foot of the garden the wild pon
would come and look over the wall A1d

Ralph turned restlessly 1n the leaves Dartmoor was vl:ad
and so were the ponies But the attraction of wildness
gone
His mund skated to a consideration of a tamed town where
savagery could not set foot What could be safer than the bes
centre wath 1ts lamps and wheels? d

All at once Ralph was dancing round a lamp standar
There was a bus crawling out of the bus station, # StAE°
bus

“Ralphl Ralph!”

‘What 15 1t2*
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‘Don’t make a notse like thae -*
< )
0;

From the datkness of the further end of the shclzc’r ur;:rn
dreadful mozning and they shattered the leaves in ¢ &c]lr o

m 20d Fre, loched 1 an embrace, were fighting each o

‘Sam! Sam}*

‘Hey - Eriel®

Presently all was quiet again,

Piggy spole softly to Ralph

We got to pet out of this *

What d you mean>*

‘Get rescued * )

For the first ume that day, and despute the crowding black
ess, Ralph snippered ,

‘1 mcag 1t wggxspexcd Piggy “If we don't get home soon
we'll be barmy

‘Round the bend.*

‘Bomb happy *

‘Crackers

Ralph pushed the damp tendnils of hair out of his eyes

“You wnte a letter to your m;nnc

!BEY Considered this solemnl ly

‘Igdgo)n’t know whete she 1s now And I hzvcr(x;t: fotu:\tﬂ
envelope and stamp An’ there 1sn’t a piliar box p
man*

The success of hys tiny joke avercame Ralph Hll:cfimggers

ceame uncontrollable, his body jumped and twitc!

Plggy rebuked hum with dx;,;lmtyf s

‘Thaven’t said ag, thing all that funny —

Ralph contrnued }to saugger though lis chest hul;t WI::
twitchingg cxhausted him wll he Iy, breathless ar; F oe
b:gone, waiting for the next spasm Dunng one

28ses he was ambushed b sleep
™ = Ralph! You been mkag a notse again Do be quiet,

Iph - because *

RPBlph heaved over among the leaves He had ra;m“; tl?:‘:x
thankful that pys dream was broken, for the bus ha
BeArer and more distinet

‘Why ~ because?*
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‘Be quiet — and listen *

Ralph lay down carefully, to the accompantment of a Joag
sigh from the leaves Eric moaned something and then liy
still The darkness, save for the useless oblong of stars, W18
blanket thick

‘I can’t hear anything *

“There’s somethmng moving outside ’ v

Ralph’s head prickled The sound of hus blood drowses
else and then subsided

‘Tstill can’t hear anythung *

‘Listen Listen for a long time

Quite clearly and emphatically, and only a yard of 50 :Wz
from the back of the shelter, a stick cracked The blood roﬂ; :
again in Ralph’s ears, confused images chased cach 0; ¢

hrough his mind A p of these things was prow. lhng
tound the shelters He could feel Piggy’s head agatnst
shoulder and the convulsive grip of a hand

‘Ralph! Ralph|*

“Shut up and listen * fer

Desperately, Ralph prayed that the beast would prefe
bittluns

A voice whispered horably ocutside

‘Piggy - Piggy —°

‘It’s come!” gasped Piggy ‘It's reall’

He clung to Ralph and reached to get hus breath

‘Pigpy, come outside I want you Piggy*

Ralph’s mouth was against Piggy’s ear

‘Don’t say anything *

‘Piggy — whete ate you, Piggy?*

Something brushed );gmnstgayz: back of the shelter PiggY
kept still for a moment, then he had his asthma He arched bl;
back and crashed among the leaves with hus legs Ralph rolle
away from him

Then there was 2 vicrous snacliag 1n the mouth of the sheltet
and the plunge and thump of hiving things Somcone trip f
over Raiph and Piggy’s comer became a complication :
«natls and crashes and fiyinp Limbs Ralph It out, then ;
and what seemed like a dozen others were rolling over I':’
over, hitung, biung, scratching e was torn and jolteds
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fouad fingers 1n has mouth and but them A fist thhdm;ogng
e back, Lke a piston, so that the whole sheltcrhlenxp hody
ato lght. Ralph twisted sideways on top of a wnt gd ol
and felt hot breath on his cheek He hegan to polmh the
mouth below hum, ueng his clenched fist asa h:\mmcr‘,) :amc
vith more and more passionate hystena as the t’acc:f Ilcsxde
Sippery A Lnee jerked up between his legs and he llcd sde
Vays, busying himself with hus pan, and the fight 0! ct ¥
Then the shelter collapsed with smothering ﬁ;zlil AN
e anonymons shapes fonght their way out an td fht%cd
k figures drew themselves out of the wrecka,ge an aeed
£%2, till the screams of the ittluns and Piggy’s gasps
oace more audible,
h called out 1n 2 uavesing votce.
;AHP you littluns, go tqo sleep We've had a fight with the
Others Now go to sleep *
Samnerse wfme doscl:md peered at Ralph.
“Are you two all nght>®
‘T think s — *
:gldg:gt busted * "
0 did I How’s Py
They hauled Piggy e of the vreckage :éndflf;ﬁ:(:dll‘:c‘
2ganst a tree The night was cool and purged of
tesror Pigoy’s breathing was 2 little easter
:gld you get hurt, Piggy?’
0 : A
'Th:tu;‘:;hjack and his hunters,” sard Ralph bitterly Why
X >
e T ot o th sbow s S
Honesty compelled him to go on ‘At least you
tuxe 1n a corner .
‘1 iﬂuv‘:: z:ch :t} Xsc:rlf what for,” said Ralph, ‘I sm':l‘:l: ’l:’:
9p all right He won’t want to come and fight us ag
hurey »

S04 1, sud Eric. {When I woke up one ;vn;’;;;k‘“gu'?i
18 the face 1 got an awful bloody face, I think,
&d him 19 the ead.”

‘What did do?’

o g:t ray IZ::: up,’ said Bt with stmple pride,
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him with 1t in the pills You should have heard him hollet! HE
won’t come back 1n 2 hury erther So we didn’t do too badly

Ralph moved suddenly 1n the dark, but then be heard Erc
working at luis mouth

‘What’s the matter?>

“Jus’ a tooth loose *

Piggy drew up lus legs

‘You all nght, Piggy?*

‘I thought they wanted the conch *

Ralph trotted down the pale beach and jumped on to the
platform The conch still glimmered by the chuef s seat He
gazed for a moment or two, then went back to P1ggy

“They didn’t take the conch’

‘I know They didn t come for the conch They came for
something else Ralph — what am I going to do?’ .

Far off along the bowstave of beach three figures ttomz
towards the Castle Rock They kept away from the forest ﬂﬁ
down by the water Occasionally they sang softly, occasion'§
they turned cartwheels down by the moving streak of phos
phorescence The chief led them trotting steadily cxu’ﬂ“gs"
hus achievement He was 2 chief now m truth and he m; ;
stabbing motions with hus spear From hs left band daoglc!
Piggy’s broken glasses

CHAPTER ELEVEN

Castle Rock

IN the short chull of dawn the four boys gathered sound lh;
black smudge whete the fite had been, while Ralph knelt 22
blew Grey, feathery ashes scutried huther and thither z!hh H
breath but no spark shone among them The twins Watc ‘
anxiously and Piggy sat expresstonless behind the ]ummou‘
wall of his myopra Ralph conttnued to blow till his ears W“k
singing with the effort, but then the first breeze of dawn (Oad
the job off his hands and blinded hum with ashes He squattc
back, swore, and rubbed water out of his eyes
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‘No use.

Eric looked down at him through a mask of dried blood.
Piggy peered 1n the general direction of Ralph, ,

“Course 1t’s no use, Ralph. Now we got no fire ,

Ralph brought his face within 2 couple of feet of Piggy’s.
- “Can you see me?*

‘A bt

Ralph allowed the swollen flap of hus cheek to close his eye
agan,

“They’ve got our fire.”
Rage shnlled his vosce,
“They stole it}’ )
'Tha{’s them,” sayd Piggy. “They blinded me, Sce? Thz‘tis
Jack Merndew, You call an assembly, Ralph, we got to decide
What to do,?
‘An assembly for only us?’ )
‘It's all we got Sam - let me hold on to you.
They went towards the platform \
‘Blow the conch,’ said Piggy. ‘Blow as loud as you can.
The forest re-echoed; and birds Lifted, crying out of the trc;
£ops, 1s on that first morning ages 2go Both ways the bea
Was deserted. Some Litthuns came from the shelters. Ralph sat
9%0 on the pobished trunk and the three others stood bef;:r;
bim, pe nodded, and Samaeric sat down on the right. Ralp
Pushed the conch a0 Pigpy’s hands. He held the shiing
thing carefully and blinked at Ralph.
‘Go on, then.? a1
‘T just take the conch to say this. I can’t sce no modn: an o
80t to get my glasses back, Awful things has been done on
this 1shand, T yoted for you for chief. He's the only o!;le ‘IYBS
";“ Bot anything done. So now you speak, Ralph, 2nd te!
What- Or elge
Piggy broke off, snivelling. Ralph took back the conch as
€ 5at down,
‘Just an ordinary fire. You'd think we could dc: i\:
Fouldn’t you? Justs smoke signal so we can be rescued.
e savages or what? Only now there's no signal gomf u]:.
Ships may be passing, Do you remember how we went w::ll
ing and the fire went out and a ship passed by And ll::y
Tetlary o
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think he’s best as Chtef. Then there was, there was . . . that's
his fault, too. If 1t hadn’t been for him it would never have
happened. Now Piggy can’t see, and they came, stealing ~
Ralph’s voice ran up. * — at nught, in datkness, and ftole m:
fire. They stole 1t. We’d have given them fite 1f they’d aske
But they stole 1t and the signal’s out and we can’t ever be zcs‘
cued. Don't you see what I mean? We’d have given them fire
for themselves only they stole it. I - L

He pauscd lamely as the curtain fickered in his brain. Piggy
held out lus hands for the conch. ¢

‘What you goin® to do, Ralph? This is jus’ talk withou
deciding. I want my glasses.” ;

‘I'm trymng to think. Supposing we go, looking like W
used to, washed and hair brushed — after all we aren’t 53v4ges
really and being rescued 15n’t a game —*

He opened the flap of his cheek and looked at the twins.

“We could smarten up a bit 2nd then go— s

‘We ought to take spears,” said Sam. ‘Even Piggy.

¢ — because we may need them.”

‘You haven’t got the conch!’

Piggy held up the shell. .

‘You can kak?: spears if you want but I shan’t, What's g“
good? I'll have to be led like 2 dog, anyhow. Yes, Laugh. ‘z
on, laugh. There’s them on this island as would lz.ugh at "“i
thing, And what happened? What’s grown-ups goia’ to ‘hll‘(‘l ]
Young Simon was murdered. And there was that othet
what had a mark on Ius face. Who's seen hum stce we fitst
come here?’

“Piggy! Stop a munutel” . s ell

‘I got the conch, I'm going to that Jack Merridew an” ®
him, I am,”

“You'll get hurt *

“What can he do more than he has? I'll tell him what’s what-
You let me carry the conch, Ralph. Ill show him the 08¢
thing he haso’t got.”

Piggy paused for 2 moment and peered round at the dim
figures. The shape of the old assembly, trodden in the grash)
listened to him. .

‘I’m gong to him with this conch in my hands, I'm going



CASTLE ROCK A1\1Y

tohold 1t gus. Look, I'm gom® to <3y, 10 te ko ot (i
204 3o baven’t gotasthmx You cinxes 1y 4w
%288 5t both eyes But T don't ash fur t AN
fotas 2 favour, 1 don’t ask you to be a ss\ult. Vo
use vou're strong, but because whit'y ¢ Fhice pie tine
e y glasses, I'm going to say — you got tol’
122y ended, flushed and trembling e pusticd (he vl
uckly ingq Ralph’s hands as though In hurri o dw dhel it
24 Wiped the teges from his cyes Lhe green Hpli w i e
dhout thery 4pq the conch lay at Talph's feet, hapih wwl
White, Asmgle drop of water that had eastaped Pippy*s Hupt 1
mwgﬂljihcd on the delicate curve llle‘c 8 M’H e
t Ralph sat up strasght and drew Dieh e ot
y‘A’!l nght, !I)mean -l-, you %:m tey If gou bk We Ibpo with
0y,

b ‘Hell be panted,” sard Sam, tirnddly, * You boow Low i 'l
o

t-hc won't think much of us - *
~fhe gets wazy we've had gt = *
40 Scowcied 20 Sz, Divly fo sesarniered stnethibing
8 5200 1 5 ¢ g Fims crct, by 17 g b, ,
Don’t he X5 beend, o trea b alded (bl g, 1 gy
g0’

}? beld oot ¢ crme 15 Wiy whos £ 444, 1448 fripse oyt
Pride,
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Ralph loohed at the filthy objects before hun 2nd sighed.

*We ought to comb our hair Only 1t’s too long’

‘I've got both socks left 1n the shelter,” sad Enc, ‘s0 W€
could pull them ovet our heads Itke caps, sort of >

‘We could find some stuff,” sard Piggy, ‘and tie your hate
back ’

‘Like 2 giell” -

‘No ’Course not.” ,

“Then we must go as we are,” sard Ralph, “and they wot't
be any better *

Eric made a detatning gesture

“But they’ll be pamnted! You hnow how 1t 15 =~ "

The others nodded. They understood only too ¥
the lberation nto savagery that the concealog puft
brought

“Well, we won’t be patated,’ said Ralph,
savages *

Samnenc looked at each other

‘All the same - *

Ralph shouted

‘No pamnt!”

He tried to remember

‘Smoke,” he said, ‘we want smoke *

He turned on the twins fiercely

‘Isard smoke”! We've got to have smoke £

Thete was silence, except for the multitudinous muzmus ©
the bees At last Piggy spoke, Lindly ebe

*Coutse we have "Cos the smoke’s a signal and we €20’
rescued if we don’t have smoke ’ n

“I knew thatl” shouted Ralph He pulled his arm away fro
Piggy “Are you suggesung — °*

‘TPm jus’ saying what you always say,’ sud Piggy hastly
‘T'd thought for a moment — > 1
‘I hadnt,’ said Ralph loudly ‘I Anew 1t all the ume.

hadn’t forgotten *
Piggy nodded propittatungly R
‘You’re Chief, Ralph You remember everything
‘I hadn’t forgotten.’
“’Course not.”

“pecause we aren’t
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The twins wete examning Ralph curiously, as though they
Were seemng hum for the first time

They set off along the beach 1n formation Ralph went first,
lxmpmg a Iittle, his spear carried over one shoulder He saw
things parttally through the tremble of the heat haze over the

shing sands, and his own long hair and mjurtes Behnd

' came the twins, worrted now for 2 while but full of un
quenchable vitality They satd Lttle but trailed the butts of
theie wooden spears, for Piggy had found, that looking down,
““cldmg his tired sight from the sun, he could just see these
moving along the sand He walked between the trailing butts,
therefore, the conchy held carefully between his two hands

¢ boys made a compact little group that moved over the
beach, four plate like shadows dancing and minglhng beneath
them There Was 1o sign left of the storm and the beach was
$vept clean ke a blade that has been scoured The sky and
the mountain were at an d h 1ng 10 the
heat, and the reef was Iifted by mirage, floating 11 a kind of sil
ez pool half way up the sky

They Passed the place where the tube had daaced The char
ted sticks spll Iay on the rocks whete the rain had quenched

em but the sand by the water was smooth again They
Passed this 1n silence No one doubted that the tribe would be
found at the Castle Rock and when they came in sight of 1t
they Stopped with one accord The densest tangle on the
sh0d, 2 mass of tyssted stems, black and green and 1m
Penetrable, lay on their left and tall grass swayed before them
Now Ralph went forward

Here was the crushed grass where they had all lain when he

2d gone 1o prospect There was the neck of Iand, the ledge

g the rock, up there were the red pinnacles
‘Saun touched hs arm
Smoke *
®I¢ Was a tiny smudge of smohe wavering into the air on
'-hf other stde of the rock,
Some fire - T don’t thunte *
Jalph turned
t ate we huding for?®
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He stepped through the screen of grass on to the Litle opent
space that led to the narrow neck

“yon two follow belund IIL go first, then Piggy 2 P°%
behind me Keep your speats ready’ b

Piggy peered anxtously into the luminous veil that busg
between him and the world N

Is 1t safe? Aun't there a chff? T can hear the sea

“You keep right close to me ’ "

Ralph moved forward on to the nech He kucked 8 5to!
and 1t bounded 1ato the water ‘Thet the sea suche! ot
revealing a red, weedy square forty feet beneath Ralph’s
arm

“Am I safe?” quavered Piggy ‘I feel awful -’

High above t}?em from tlﬁ: pinnacles carme 3 sudden :lbf';:
and then an imitation war-cty that was answered by 2 0%
vouces from behind the rock

<Give me the conch and stay sull.?

<Halt! Who goes there?’ e dark fact

Ralph bent back his head and glimpsed Rogers dar
at the top il

“You can see who I am!” he shouted «Stop bewng s27

He put the conch to hs lips ind began to ledee
appeared, panted out of recogmtion edgiog round the Jecd
towards the neck They carried spears and dxsposcd t
to defend the entrance Ralph went on blowiag and !
Piggy s tetrors

Roger was shouting

“You mind out — sec?’ s

At length Ralph tool. hus lips away and paused t0 gt
breath bach His first words were 2 gasp, but audible:

« - calling an assembly * fhes

The savages guarding the neck muttered among thcmST o
but made no mention Ralph walhed forwards a cOUPC
steps A voice whispered urgemly betund him.

‘Don't leave me, Ralph w1
*You kneel down,’ sard Ralph sideways, 49ad walt ¢
come back.” "

He stood half way along the neck and gazed at the savase’
intently Freed by the pamt, they had ted their hate back #08
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were mote comfortable than he was Ralph made 2 resolution
totie hus own back afterwards Tndeed he felt like teling them
0 watt and dotng 1t there and then, but that was impossible
© savages stuggered 2 bit and one gestured at Ralph with
bus spegs High above, Roger took hus hands off the lever and
leaned out to see what was going on The boys on the neck
Stood 1n 2 pool of theyr own shadow, dimtntshed to shaggy
heads Pigey crouched, his back shapeless as a sack
‘Tm 0g an assembly *

Silence

Roger took up 2 small stone and flung 1t between the twins,
AURE 10 muss They started and Sam only just kept’hls foot
1ng Some source of power began to pulse 1n Roger’s body

Ralph spoke again, loudly

‘I'm calling an assembly *

He ran ks eye over them
‘Whete’s Jackh»?
€ group of boys stirred and consulted A patnted face
spoke with the voice of Robert )

‘He’s hunting And he said we weren’t to let you n

‘Tve come to see about the fite,’ sard Ralph, ‘and about
Pigey’s specs *

The 8toup 1n front of him shufted and laughter shtvered
Outwards from among them, Light, exaited laughter that went
echoing among the tall rocks

A voee spoke from behind Ralph

‘ t do you want>* J

The twins made 1 bolt past Ralph and got between hum eﬁx
the entry He tuened quickly Jack, identifiable by personality
and red hatr, was advanang from the forest A hunter
crouched on esther side All three were masked 1n black and
8reen Behind them on the grass the headless and paunched
body of 4 sow lay where they had dropped 1t

182y wailed,

‘Ralphl Dor’t Ieave mel”

With Iudicrous caze he embraced the rock, pressing hum-
Self to 1t above the sucking sea The smiggering of the savages

me 2 loud densive Jeer

Jack shouted above the nosse
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“You go away, Ralph You keep to yout end Ths 15 B
end and my tetbe You leave me alone’

‘The jeering died away
“You pinched Piggy’s specs,” sud Ralph, preathlessly
“You've got to give them back’

'Got to? Who says®”

Ralph’s temper blazed out. e

<1 say! You voted for me for Chicf Dida’t you hear "
you fire

conch? You played a disty teick — we'd have gven
you'd asked for 1t - ’

The blood was flowng 1 his cheeks and the buaged P
¢ye throbbed "

“You could have had fire whenever you wanted But )'°_’
didn’t, You came sneahiog up irhe a thief and stole PagSy
glasses!”

*Say that agunl”

“Thuef! Thiefl”

Piggy screamed

Ralph! Mind mel® b hit

Jach made 2 rush and stabbed at Ralph’s chest Wit e
spear Ralph sensed the position of the weapon “:lm -
glimpse he caught of Jack’s arm and put the thrust aside ¥
s own butt, Then he brought the end round and C:;ﬁ‘
Jack a sunger across the ear They* were t to chesh
breathung fiercely, pushing and glanng

“Who's a thicf?”

“You are!” B

Jack wrenched free and swung at Ralph with his spetf a.,’
common consent they were UsiOg the spears 28 sabres ?nh';
0 longer danng the lethal pounts The blow struck Ralp -
speat and shid down, to fall agonizingly on hus Baget Ty
they werc apat once more, thar positions reverseds J“:
tonards the Castle Rock and Ralph on the outside O3
the 1slind

Both boys were breathung very heavily.

‘Corc on then ="

*Comeon-"

Truculently they squar
of fi~tung di tanee

od up to exch other but kept o3 ot
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“You come on and see what you get!®

*You come on . ? )

Prggy clutching the ground was trying to attract Ralph’s
dttention Ralph moved, bent down, kept 2 wary eye on J ﬂCk’

“Ralph - remember what we came for The fite My specs

Ralph nodded He relaxed his fighting muscles, stood eastly
2d grounded the butt of hus spear Jack watched hum 1n
Scrutably through s pawnt Ralph glanced up at the pranacles,

%0 towards the group of savages

‘Listen We've come to say this First you've got to give
back Piggy’s specs If he hasn’t got them he can’t see You
et plaging the game . *

< tribe of panted savages giggled and Ralph’s mind

filtered [ pushed his hair up and gazed at the green and
E}:Ck mask before hum, trying to remermber what Jack loohed

J

Piggy whispered
And the 5,’; >
Oh yes ‘Then about the fire I say this again I've been
S48 1t ever since we dropped 1 *
f{e held out hys spear and pointed at the savages
our only hope 15 keeping a signal fire gong as long as
thete's Lighe 4o see, Then maybe a ship’ll notice the smoke
#d come a0d rescye us and take us home But without that
Stoke we'ye £0t to wart till some ship comes by acadent We
Eht wase years, il we were old - ?
¢ shivering, silvery, unreal laughter of the savages
sPrayed out and echoed away. A gust of rage shook Ralph.
3 YoIce cracked
“Don’t you understand, you patnted fools? Sam, Eric,
Piggy, and me — Wwe aren’t enough We tried to keep 2 ﬂrf
80108, but we couldn’e. And then you, playing at hunting ..
v tdpumtcd past them to where the teickle of smohe dis-
IS n ﬂlc earl: air
‘Look at thgtl CZII that a signal fite? That’s a cookung fire
Now you'll gy and there’ll be no smoke. Don’t you under-
stand? There may be a ship out there —*
He pruseq, defeated by the silence and the panted anony-
ity of the 8t0up guarding the entry ‘The chief opened a piak



170 LORD OF THE FLIES

mouth and addressed Samneric who were between him and
his trbe

‘You two. Get back.”

No one answered him. The twins, puzzled, loohed at cack
other; while Piggy, reassured by the cessation of violeace,
stood up carefully. Jack glanced back at Ralph and then &t
the twins,

‘Grab them!”

No one moved. Jack shouted angily.

‘I sard “grab them™!* i

The painted group moved round Samneric nervously an
unhandtly. Once more the silvery laughter scattcx:cd.

Samnetic protested out of the heart of civilization.

‘Oh, I say!®

¢ — honestlyl”

Their spears wete taken from them.

‘Tie them upl® .

Ralph cried out hopelessly agatnst the black and green mask.

“Jack!”

‘Go on. Tie them.” et
Now the painted group felt the otherness of Sa.mncm:, =I
the power in their own hands. They felled the twins dumstly

and exaitedly. Jack was inspired. He knew that Ralpl'.l wou
attempt a rescue. He struck in a humming circle behind hxbr:
and Ralph only just parried the blow. Beyond them the tr}: §
and the twins were a loud and writhing heap, Piggy crouc! ;d
again. Then the twins lay, astomshed, and the tribe stohi’
round them. Jack turned to Ralph and spoke between
teeth,

‘See? They do what I want.’ ed

There was silence again, The twins lay, incxpertly tic ‘}’I{”e’
and the tuibe watched Ralph to see what he would do. o

bered them through hus fringe, glimpsed the ineflect
smoke.

His temper broke. He screamed at Jack.

“You're 1 beast and a swine and a bloody, b

He charged. i

Jack, knowing this was the crisis, charged to0. Thfg’:“:: X
with a jolt and bounced apart. Jack swung with his i

loody thiefl®



CASTLE ROCK 171

Ralphand caught him on the ear Ralph lut Jack 1n the stomach
and made bum grunt Then they wete facing each other agam,
panting and furious, but unnerved by each other’s ferocity
They became aware of the notse that was the background to
ths fight, the steady shaill cheening of the trbe behind them

Piggy’s voice penctrated to Ralph

‘Let me speal, *

He was standing 1 the dust of the fight, and as the tribe
52w his ntention the shnll cheer changed to a steady boomng

Piggy held up the conch and the booing sagged a little
then came up again to strength

‘T got the conchl’

He shouted

‘I tell you, 1 got the conchl?®

Surpnsmgly, thete was silence now, the tribe were curious
to hear what amusing thing he might have to say

Silence and pause, but in the stlence a curous atr nosse,
close by Ralph’s head He gave it half hus attention — and there
1t was agamn, a famnt “Zup!® Someone was throwing stones
Roger was dropping them, hus one hand sull on the lever
Below hum, Ralph was a shock of hatr and Piggy 2 bag of fat.

‘I got this to 52y You're acting like a crowd of kids *

The bootng tose and died agawn as Piggy lifted the white,
magie shell,

“Which 15 better - to be a pack of patated niggers like you
1€ of to be senstble Like Ralph 15?*

A great clamour rose among the savages Piggy shouted
again,
kxl‘lgz?ud] 1s better — to have rules and agree, or to hunt and

Agan the clamour and again ~ ‘Zupl®

Ralph shouted against the nose

‘Which 15 better, law and rescue or hunting and breaking
things upp?

Now Jack was yelling too and Ralph could no longer make
humself heard Jack had backed nght agamst the tebe and



172 LORD OF THE FLIES

Ralph stood facing them, a little to one side, his spear ready
By him stood Piggy still holding out the talisman the fragile
shining beauty of the shell The storm of sound beat at them,
an incantation of hatred High overhead, Roger, with a sens¢
of delirious abandonment, leaned all his wewght on the
lever
Ralph heard the great rock long before be saw 1t He was
aware of 2 jolt 1n the earth that came to him through the soles
of hus feet and the breaking sound of stones at the top of the
cliff Then the monsttous red thing bounded across the acck
and he flung humself flat while the tribe shrieked

The rock struck Piggy a glanang blow from chun to knce
the conch exploded into a th d white fragments an
ceased to exist Piggy, saying nothing, with no time for even
4 grunt, travelled tl gh the air sideway from the rock,
turning over as he went ‘The rock bounded twice and' was
lost in the forest Piggy fell forty fect and landed on bis back
across that square, red sock in the sea His head opened aod
stuff came out and turned red Pigpy’s arms and legs twntched
abit, like 2 pig’s after 1t has been killed Then the sea breath
agan 1n a long, slow sigh, the water bodled white and piok
over the rock, and when 1t went, sucking back agan, the body
of Piggy was gone

‘This ume the silence was complete Ralph’s Lips formed 2
word but no sound came

Suddenly Jack bounded out from the tmbe and begao
screamung waldly

“See? See? That's what you'll get! I meant that! There
150t a trube for you any more! The conch 1s gone = ’

He ran forward, stooping

*I m Chuefl®

Viciously, with full intention, be hurled us-spear at Ralph
The poimnt tore the skin and flesh over Ralph’s nbs, thes
sheated off and fell 1n the water Ralph stumbled, feckog not
pain but panic, and the tnibe, screamung now Iike the Chiefy
began to advance. Another spear, 2 bent one that would not
fiy straight, went past hus face and one fell from on high where
Roger was The twins lay hudden behund the tube snd ﬂ?;
anonymous devils' faces swarmed across the peck. Ralp
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torned and ran A great nouse as of sea gulls rose behind hum
He obeyed an 1nsunct that he did not know he possessed and
swerved over the open space so that the spears went wide He
saw the headless body of the sow and jumped 1 ime  Then
he wag crashing through folage and semall boughs and was
bidden by the forest,

The Chuef stopped by the pig, turned and held up tus hands

*Back! Bacl. to the fort!®

Prcsemly the tnibe retutned nousily to the nech where Roger
Jotned them,

The Cluef spoke to him angrly

‘Why aren’t you on watch 3*

Roger looked at him gravely

‘I yust came down -’

e hangman’s horror clung round him The Chuef suid no

more to him but looked down at Samaeric

+You got to jorn the tribe *

“You lemme go-"’

‘~and me*

The Chief snatched one of the few spears that were left and
Poked Sam 11 the ribs .

“What d’you mean by 1t, eh?” said the Chuef fiercely “What
’you mean by coming with spears? What d you mean by not
jotung my trihe p*

The prodding became thythmic Sam yelled

“That's not the way

Roger edged past the Chief, only just avording pushing him
With hus shoulder The yelling ceased, and Samnenic lay look
I0g up 1n quiet terror Roger advanced upon them as one
wielding a nameless authonity

CHAPTER TWELVE

Cry of the Hunters

Rarpy lay 1n o covert, wondeting about his wounds The
bruigeq flesh was 1nches 1n diameter over his right ribs, with
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a swollen and bloody scar where the spear had hit hm His
batr was full of dirt and tapped hike the tendnls of a creepes
Al over he was scratched and brused from hts flight through
the forest By the time his breathing was normal agatn, be
had wothed out that bathing these wjuries would have to
watt How could you listen for naked feet if you were sphash
1ng n water® How could you be safe by the little stream o1 08
the open beach?

Ralph listened He was not really far from the Castle Rock,
and during the first panic he had thought he heard sounds of
pursuit But the hunters had only sneaked into the fringes ©
the greenery, tetrieving spears perhaps, and then had rushed
back to the sunny rock as if ternfied of the darkness under the
leaves He had even ghmpsed one of them, stnped brown,
black, and red, and had judged that 1t was Bill But really,
thought Ralph, this was not Bill This was 2 savage Whose
mage refused to blend with that ancrent pictute of a boy 18
shorts and shurt

The afternoon dicd away, the circular spots of sunlight
moved steadily over green fronds and brown fibre but 29
sound came from behind the Rock At last Ralph wofm®!
out of the ferns and sncaked forward to the edge of that 1m
penetrable thicket that fronted the neck of land. He Peercd
with elabotate caution between branches at the edgeand coul
see Robert sitting on guard at the top of the clff He held2
spear 1n his left hand and was tossing up 2 pebble and catching
1t again with the night Belund him a column of smoke 105¢
thickly, so that Ralph’s nostrils flared and his mouth dnbbled
He wiped his nose and mouth with the back of his hand 20
for the first ime since the morning felt hungry The tube
must be sitting round the gutted pig, watching the fat 002¢
and burn among the ashes They would be intent.

Another figure, an unrecognizable one, appearcd by Robert
and gave lum something, then turned and went back be-
fund the rock Robert lud Iis spear on the rock beside
him and began to gnaw between his raised hands S0 the
feast was beginming and the watchman had been given hus

portion
Ralph saw that for the time betng he was safe. He Limped
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away through the fruit trees, drawn by the thought of the
poor food yet bitter when he remembered the feast Feast to
day, aad then tomorrow
He argued unconvineingly that they would let hum alone,
Pethaps even make an outlaw of hun But then the fatal un
teasoning knowledge came to him agaie The breaking of the
conch and the deaths of Prggy and Simon lay over the 1sland
ke 2 vapour These panted savages would go farther and
futther Then there was that indefinable connexton between
himself and Jack, who therefore would never let him alone,
never
He paused, sun flecked, holding up a bough, prepared to
dl“Ck under it A spasm of terror set hum shaking and he cried
aloud
‘No They’re not as bad as that It was an acctdent ”
He ducked under the bough, ran clumsily, then stopped
and listened
He came to the smashed actes of fruit and ate greedily He
$2%W two littluns and, not having any tdea of his own ap
Peatance, wondered why they screamed and ran
en he had eaten he went towards the beach The sun
light w5 slanting now 1nto the palms by the wrecked shelter
There was the platform and the pool The best thing to do
Was to 1gnore this leaden feeling about the heart and rely on
€ common sense, thesr daylight santty Now that the tribe
had caten, the thing to do was to try again And anyway, he
couldn’t stay here all nught 10 an empty shelter by the deserted
Platform His flesh crept and he shivered in the eventng sun
o fite, no smoke, no rescue He turned and limped away
through the forest towards Jack’s end of the 1sland
eslanting sticks of sunlight werelost among the branches
At length he came to a cleating 1n the forest where rock pre
vented vegetation from gtowing Now 1t was a pool of
shadows and Ralph nearly flung himself behiad a tree when
© $aW something standing in the centre, but then he saw that
the white face Wwas bone and that the pig’s shull grinned at
him from the top of a stich He walked slowly 1nto the m:ddle
of the cleaning and looked steadly at the skull that gleamed
s white as ever the conch had done and scemed to jeer at him
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Thete were sounds comung from behund the Castle Rock
Llstcmng carefully, detaching his mind from the swing of the
se, Ralph could make out ~ familiar rhythm

Nall the beast? Cut bis throat! S, poll bus bloodl®

The tnbe was dancing Somewhere on the other stde of this
tocky wall there would be 2 dark arcle, a glowing fire, and
lgftat- They would be savouring food and the comfort of
safety

A noise nearer at hand made hum quiver Savages were

bering up the Castle Rock, nght up to the top, and he
could bear voices He sneaked forward a few yards and saw
the shape at the top of the roch change and enlarge There
\:'hc:c only two boys on the 1sland who moved or talked like
t,

Ralph put hus head down on his forearms and accepted this
8ew fact Itke 2 wound Samnenic were part of the tribe now
They were guarding the Castle Rock against hum There was
0o chance of rescumng them and building up an outlaw trbe
at the other end of the island, Samneric were savages ltke the
Test, Piggy was dead, and the conch smashed to powder

At length the guard cltmbed down, The two that remamned
stemed nothing more than 2 dark extension of the rock A
Star appeared behind them and was momentarily eclipsed by
Some movement

ph edged forward, feeling his ‘way over the uneven sur
faceag though he were blind There were mules of vague water
2 his right and the restless ocean lay under his left hand, as
awful as the shaft of 2 pit Every minute the water breathed
tound the death rock and flowered 1nto a field of whiteness
Ralph crawled until he found the ledge of the entry 1n his
8rasp The lookouts were immediately above him and he
could sec the end of 2 speat projecting over the rock

f‘fﬂ called very gently

Samnenic—”

There was no xeply To carry he must speak londer, and

s would rouse those striped and mumical creatures from
ther feasting by the fire He set hus teeth and started to climb,
finding the holds by touch The stick that had supported a
skull hampesed him but he would not be parted from his only
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weapon. He was nearly level with the twins before be spoke
again,

‘Samneric - * .

He heard a cry and a flurry from the rock, The twins had
grabbed each other and were gibbering,

‘It’s me, Ralph.”

Terrified that they would run and give the alarm, he hauled
himself up untdl his head and shoulders stuck over the tDFS
Far below Ius armpit he saw the luminous flowering roud
the rock.

“It’s only me, Ralph.’ )

At length they bent forward and peered in his face.

‘We thought 1t was - *

¢~ we didn’t know what 1t was - *

¢ — we thought - *

Memory of their new and shameful loyalty came to them.
Eric was silent but Sam tried to do his duty.

“You got to go, Ralph. You go away now -

He wagged his spear and essayed fierceness.

‘You shove off. See?’ )

Etic nodded agreement and jabbed his spear in the aif-
Ralph leaned on hus arms and did not go.

‘I came to see you two.” .

His voice was thick. His throat was hurting him no¥
though 1t had received no wound.

‘T came to see you two ~* He
Words could not express the dull parn of these things.
fell stlent, while the vivid stars were spilt and danced all ways.

Sam shifted uneasily.

‘Hoagest, Ralph, you’d better go.’

Ralph looked up agan.

“You two aren’t pamted. How can you— ? I

If it were light shame would burn them at a
things. But the night was dark. Eric took up;
twins started theit antiphonal speech.

‘You got to go because it’s not safe - *

¢ — they made us. They hurt us—*

“Who? Jack?’

‘Ohno-"*

£ 1t were light -’
dmitting these
and then the
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They bent to hum and lowered their voices

‘Push off, Ralph - *

‘~isatmbe_

¢~ they made us —*

'~ we couldn’t help it -2 J

When Ralph spoke again his voice was low, and seéeme
breathless

‘What have T done? T Lked him — and I wanted us to be
rescued - ?

Agan the stars spilled about the shy Eric shook his head,
earnestly X )

‘Listen, Ralph Never mund what's sense That’s gone —

‘Never mind about the chicf - * s

¢~ you got to go for your own good

“The chief and Roger -~

‘~yes, Roger -~ * ,

‘They hate you, Ralph They're gong to do you.

“They’re going to hunt you tomorrow

‘But why>® ,

‘I dunno  And Ralph, Jack, the Chuef, says 1t’ll be dan
gerous —?

*—and we've got to be careful and throw our spears hike at
apg’ ,

‘We'te gotng to spread out 1n 2 hne across the ssland —

‘- we're going forward from this end -

* = until we find you ’ e this®

*We've got to pive signals like this

Enc raised hus }?cad and achieved a faint ululation by bmuilg
on hus open mouth Then he glanced belund him nervously

‘Like that —*

‘- only louder, of course’ .

‘But I've done nothing * whispered Ralph, urgently ‘I only
wanted to keep up a firel”

¢ paused fgr a moment, thinking miserably of the EOHOW

rmatter of overw helming 1mportance occurred to him

“What are you - ¥*

He could not bring humself to be speafic at first, but then
fear and loneliness goaded him »

“When they find me, what are they goiag to do
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‘The twins & ere sitent Beneath him, the death rock fowered
again

“What are they — oh God! I’'m hungry - ’

The towering rock scemed to sway under him.

‘Well what- >’

The tw1as answ.cred his question indrrectly

“You got to go now, Ralph®

‘For your own good *

‘heep away As faras youcan’

‘Won't you come with me? Three of us -
chance

After a moment’s stlence, Sam spoke 108 strangled YO &

“ ou don't know. Roger He's a terror”

*_ And the Chuef they’rc both ="

¢ terrors -’
only Roper "

Both boys froze Someonc was chimbiog
from the tnbe

we'd stand 8

towards ther

“He s coming to sce 1f w.¢'re § ceplap wateh chk.l’ﬂr'-"
14 1c b ecping Ralph ‘snarched

As he prepared tolet himself down the cliff,
at the last possible ady antape to be wrung out of thiy meetsts
1 It hie up close, 1 that thicket down th cre,” he whispese
‘50 Leep them away from it Tiey 1 pever thunk 1o Jock
close - *
Tl e footst-ps were sull some distance 3way
“€3m I mpotng to be all nghe, aren’t 13°
1~ tuans were silent apnn.
“Here!® said Sam sud Tonle ‘Tale tus ~ M .
Ralph felta chiunk of reat pustrdaps e pirsnd grat e

‘i mtatareyoup "rtods when you earch me?’
§Leceatre flesount~dsliviol r o fl- bowere HE T
gelf @ wnthe rock

qlatae JOIE rrtadaa??

Iy~ th-rpofttat mernnt ok exve e b TP
Yersdlerply
'Pﬁ:"n‘—-quv!nx.:cl“‘:n e .
b owes abarpemd a ot ekl emty Falphps Lerets

P ] LA L X e paehad thg bt ¥

5
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he could think of 1n a fit of temper that passed into yawning
How long could you go without sleep? He yearned for a bed
and sheets — but the only whiteness here was the slow spalt
milk, Jeminous round the rock forty feet below, where Piggy
had fallen Piggy was everywhete, was on this neck, was be
come termible 1n darkness and death If Piggy were to come
back now out of the water, with us empty head — Ralph
whimpered and yawned Like 2 littlon The stick 10 hus hand
became a crutch 'on which he reeled
Then he tensed again There were voices rassed on the top
of the Castle Rock Samneric were argung with someone
But the ferns and the grass were near That was the place to
be 10, hudden, and next to the thicket that would setve for to-
morrow’s hide-out Hete — and hus hands touched grass - was
4 place to be 1n for the nught, not far from the tribe, so that if
the horrors of the supernatural emerged one could at least
mtx with humass for the time being, even 1f it meant
What did 1t mean? A stick sharpened at both ends What
was there 1n thatp They had thrown spears and mussed, all but
one Perhaps they would miss next time, too
He squatted down 1n the tall grass, remembered the meat
that Sam had gtven him, and began to tear at 1t ravenously
While he was cating, he heard fresh notses - extes of pain from
Samueric, cries of panic, angry vorces What did st mean?
Someone besides hamself was 1 trouble for at least one of the
twins was catchiag 1t “Then the voces passed away down the
fock and he ceased to think of them He felt with lus hands and
found cool, delicate fronds backed against the thicket. Here
then was the might’s lur At first Light he would creep mnto the
thicket, squeeze between the twisted stems, ensconce himself
so deep 5o that onlya erawler Iike humself could come throu. gh,
and that crawler would be jabbed There he would sit, and the
search would Ppass hun by, and the cordon waver on, ululating
along the 1sland, and he would be free
He pulled himself between the ferns, tunnelling 10, He laid
the stick beside him, and huddled himself down m the black
fiess One must remember to wake at first hight, 1n order to
diddle the savages — and he did not hnow how quickly sleep
came and hurled lum down & datk 1nterior slope,
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He was awake before hus eyes were open, listentng to a notse
that was near He opened an eye, found the mould an mch ot
so from lus face and hus fingers grpped 1nto 1t, light filtering
between the fronds of fern He had just time to realize that the
age long nightmares of falling and death were past and that
the morning was come, when he heard the sound again It was
an ululation over by the seashore — and now the nest savage
answered and the next The cry swept by him across the nar
row end of the 1sland from sea to lagoon, Like the cry of 3
flying bird He took no time to consider but grabbed hus shaep
stick and wriggled back among the ferns Within seconds he
was worming hts way into the thicket, but not before he had
glimpsed the legs of a savage coming towards him The feros
were thumped and beaten and he heard legs moving 1 the
long grass The savage, whoever he was, ululated twice, 20
the cry was zepeated 1n both directions, then died away
Ralph crouched still, tangled 1a the mud brake, and for 2 ime
he heard nothing

At last he examined the brake itself Certanly no one could
attack him here — and moreover he had a stroke of luch The
great rock that had killed Piggy had bounded into thus thichet
and bounced there, right 1n the centre, making 2 smashed
space a few fect 1n extent each way When Ralph had waggle
nto this he felt secure, and clever He sat down carefully
among the smashed stems and waited for the hunt to pass
Looking up between the leaves he caught a ghmpse of some
thing red That must be the top of the Castle Rock, distant
and g He composed himsclf trrumphantly, to beat
the sounds of the hunt dying away

Yet no one made a sound, and as the mnutes passed, 10 the
green shade, his feeling of trrumph faded

At last he heard a voice ~ Jack’s vouce, but hushed

“Atc you certain?’

dd

Jsaidnoth B 1 rure
thaps
gy Pethap g

e 5
Roger spoke
‘If you're fooling us -

Immediately after this, there came a gasp, and a 5
pain Ralph crouched instunctively One of the twins wis
there, outside the thicket, with Jack and Roger

queat of
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‘You're sure he meant 1n thete?”

The twin moaned famntly and then squealed agamn,

‘He meant he'd hide 1 there?’

‘Yes - yes—oh - I’

Silvery laughter scattered among the trees

So they knew

Ralph picked up his stick and prepated for battle But what
could they do? It would take them a week to break a path
through the thicket, and anyone who wormed his way 1in
would be helpless He felt the point of hts spear with his
thumb and grinned without amusement Whoever tried that
would be stuck, squealing ltke 2 pig

They were goung away, back to the tower rock He could
bear feet moving and then someone smggeted There came
again that hugh bird Like cry that swept along the line So
some were still watching for him, but some — »

There was a long breathless silence Ralph found that he
bad bark 1 s mouth from the gnawed spear He stood and
peered upwards to the Castle Rock

Ashedid so he heard Jack’s voice from the top

‘Heavel Heave! Heavel”

The ted rock that he could see at the top of the cliff vanished
like 2 curtain, and he could see figures and blue sky A moment
later the earth Jolted, there was a rushing sound 1 the air, and
the top of the thicket was cuffed as with a gigantic hand ‘The
tock bounded on, th ping and hing ds the beach
while a shower of broken twigs and leaves fell on him Beyond
the thicket, the tube was cheering

Silence agan

Ralph put bus fingers 1 his mouth and bit them ‘There
Was only one other rock up there that they mught con
cetvably move, but that was half as big as a cottage, big as
2car, a tank He visualized its probable progress with agontz
ing clearness - that one would start slowly, drop from ledge
to ledge, trundle across the neck Like an outsize steam
oller

Heavel Heavel Heavel”

Ralph put down his spear, then picked 1t up again He

Pushed hus harr back 1ntably, took two hasty steps across the
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Little space and then came back. He stood looking at the
broken ends of branches.

Sull silence.

He caught sight of the rise and fall of his duaphragm and
was surptised to see how quickly he was breathing. Just left
of centre, his heart-beats were visible, He put the speat down
again.

“Heavel Heave! Heavel”

A shnll, prolonged cheer.

Something boomed up on the red rock, thea the earth
jumped and began to shake steadily, while the ‘noise as steadily
increased. Ralph was shot into the air, thrown down, dashed
against branches. At hts right hand, and only a few feet aWay,
the whole thicket bent and the soots screamed as they came
out of the earth together. He saw something red that tura
over slowly as a mill-wheel. Then the ted thing was past and

¢ elephantine prog! d hed ds the sea.

Ralph knelt on the ploughed-up soil, and waited for the
earth to come back. Presently the white, broken stumps, ¢
split sticks and the tangle of the thicket refocused There Wis
2 kind of heavy feeling in his body where he had watched bis
own pulse.

Silence agam.

Yet not entirely so. ‘They were whispering out there; and
at two places

suddenly the branches were shaken funously c
on hus right. The pointed end of a stick appeared. In panits
Ralph thrust his own stick through the crack and struck with
all his mught.

‘Aaa-ah!’

His spear twisted a hittle in his han
it agam.

‘Ooh-ooh-" .

Someone was moaning outside and 2 babble of voices 1055
A fierce argument was going on and the wounded savag®
kept groamng. Then whea there was silence, a siogle vouce
spoke and Ralph decided that it was not Jack’s.

¢See? I told you — he’s dangerous.”

The wounded savage moaned again.

What else® What next?

ds and then he withdre¥
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Ralph fastened hus hands round the chewed spear and his
fell Someone was muttering, only a few yards away to
wards the Castle Rock He heard 2 savage say No!’ 1n a
shocked vorce, and then there was suppressed laughter He
squatted back on his heels and showed his teeth at the wall of
branches He rased his spear, snatled a little, and waited

Once more the 1nvisible group smggered He heard a
cutious tuckling sound and then a louder crepitation as 1f
Someone were uawrapping great sheets of cellophane A stick
snapped and he stifled 2 cough Smoke was seeping through
the branches 1n white and yellow wisps, the patch of blue sky
overhead turned to the colour of a storm cloud, and then the
smoke billowed round him

Someone laughed excttedly, and a voice shouted

‘Smoke!”

He wormed hus way through the thichet towards the forest,
kﬂpmg as far as possible beneath the smoke Presently he
5w open space, and the green leaves of the edge of the
thicket A smallish savage was standing between hum and the
rest of the forest, 2 savage striped red and white, and carrying
& spear He was coughing and smeanng the pant about hus
€5es with the back of his hand as he tried to see through the
ereasing smole, Ralph launched humself like a cat, stabbed,
snachng, with the spear, and the savage doubled up ‘There was
2 shout from beyond the thicket and then Ralph was running
with the swiftness of fear through the undergrowth He came
10 2 pig run, followed 1t for pethaps a hundred yards, and
then sweeved off Betund hum the ululation swept across the
ssland once more and 2 single voice shouted three times He
Buessed that wag the stgoal to advance and sped away agamn
tl hus chest was like fire Then he flung himself down under
2 bush and wayted for a tdl his breathing steadied
He passed has tongue tentatively over his teeth and Iips and
heard fae off the ululation of the pursucrs

ere were many things he could do He could climb a
tree - but that was putting all us eggs 1 one bashet If he
Wwere detected, they had oothing more difficult to do than wart.

¥ only one had tume to thinkl

Another double cry at the same distance gave hum a clue to
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their plan  Any savage baulked 1n the fotest would utter th
double shout and hold up the line till he was frec agatn. That
way they might hope to keep the cordon unbroken right
across the 1sland Ralph thought of the boar that had broken
through them with such ease If necessary, when the chase
came too close, he could charge the cordon while it was S

thin, burst through, and run back But run back where? The

c

cordon would turn and sweep agaun Sooner of Tater be
would have to slecp or eat - and then he would awaken with
become 2 ruaNNg

hands clawing at him, and the buat would
down

What was to be done, then?® The tree® Burst the line
a boar > Either way the choice was terrible

A single cry quickened his heart beat and leaptog up be
dashed away towards the ocean side and the thick jungle
he was hung up among creepers, he stayed there fora momest
with his calves quivening If only one could have pax aloog
pause, a time to think!

And there agam, shnll and inevitable, was the ululation
sweeping across the island At that sound he shied like 2 hotsé
among the crecpers and ran once mofe 1] he was panting Hg
flung humself down by some ferns The trec, Of the charg®
He d his ¢ 1 fora t, wiped hus mouth
20 told humself to be calm Samnenc wese somewheze 18 that
line, and hating 1t Or wese they? And supposing 1nstead o
them, he met the chief, or Roger, who carried death 12 his
hands?

Ralph pushed back hus tangled hair and wiped the §
out of his best eye He spoke aloud

*Think *

like

weat

What was the sensible thing to do®

There was o Piggy to talk sense There was no solema
assembly for debate nor dignity of the conch

“Think *

Most, he was begmnning to dread the curtan that mught
maktof

waver 10 his bran blacking out the sense of danger,

a simpleton of hum
A third 1dea would be to hide so well that the advanciog

line would pass without discovering him
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He jerked hus head off the ground and listened There was
another notse to attend to now - a deep grumbling notse, as
though the forest atself were angry with lum, a sombre nose
actoss which the ululations were scrbbled excructatingly as
onslate He knew he had heard 1t before somewhere, but had
10 time to remember

Break the line,

teee.

Hide and let them pass

A nearer cry stood him on his feet and immediately he was
2Way agawn, nunming fast among thorns and brambles Sud
denly he blundered 1nto the open, found himself again 1a that
open space - and there was the fathom wide gnn of the skull,
10 longer nidiculing 2 deep blue patch of sky but jeering up
into 2 blanket of smoke Then Ralph was running beneath
teees, with the grumble of the forest explaned They had
smoked hum out and set the 1sland on fire

Hide was better than a tree because you had a chance of
bxeakmg the hine 1f you were discovered

Hide, then

He wondered ifa Ppig would agtee, and grimaced at nothing
Find the deepest thicket, the darkest hole on the 1sland, and
creepin Now, asheran, he peered abouthim Barsand splashes
of sunlight flitred over him and sweat made glistening streaks
on hug dirty body The cries were far now, and faint

Atlast he found what seemed to hum the right place, though
the decision wag desperate Here, bushes and 2 wild tangle of
Creeper made a mat that kept out all the light of the sun
Beneath it was 4 space, perhaps a foot high, though 1t was
Prerced everywhere by parallel and tising stems If you
Wormed nto the muddle of that you would be five yards from

the edge, and hudden, ualess the savage chose to lie down and

lool. for you, and even then, you would be 1n darkness — and

1f the worse happened and he saw you, then you had a chance

{)0 burst out at him, fling the whole Line out of step and double
ack

Cnunously, his stick teathing behind him, Ralph wormed
between the 1sing stems When he reached the nuddle of the
mat he lay and lstened
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The fire was 2 big one and the drum roll that he had thought
was left so far behind was nearer Couldn’t a fire out run 2
galloping horse? He could see the sun splashed ground over
an area of pethaps fifty yards from where he lay aod as be
watched, the sunlight 1n every patch blinked at lum ‘This was
50 like the curtain that flapped 1n his bratn that for a moment
he thought the blinking was 1nstde hum But then the patches
blinked more rapidly, dulled and went out, so that he s3¥
that a great heaviness of smoke lay between the 1sland and
the sun

If anyone peered under the bushes and chanced to glimpse
human flesh 1t might be Samneric who would pretend not to
see and say nothing He latd hus cheek agamst the chocolate
coloured earth, licked hus dry bips and closed hus cyes Under
the thicket, the carth was vibrating very shightly, ot perhaps
there was a sound beneath the obvious thunder of the fit¢
and scribbled ululations that was too low to heat

Someone cried out Ralph jerked hus cheek off the earth
and looked 1nto the dulled light They must be near 50W, be
thought, and his chest began to thump Hide, break the hoe,
climb 2 tree — which was the best after all? The trouble Was
you only had one chance

Now the fire was nearer, those volleying shots were great
Iimbs, trunks even, bursting ‘The fools! The fools! The fire
must be almost at the frurt trees — what would they eat £
mottow ?

Ralph stirred sestlessly in his narrow bed One chanced
nothing! What could they do? Beat im? So what? Kill im?
A suck sharpened at both ends

The crtes, suddenly nearer, jetked him up He could see 8
striped savage moving hastlly out of a green tangle, 80 a
coming towards the mat where he hid, a savage who um;
a spear Ralph gripped lus fingers 1nto the earth Be ready
now, in case.

Ralph fumbled to hold his spear so that 1t was pouat fore-
most, and now he saw that the stick was sharpenedat both en

The savage stopped fiftcen yards away and uttered hus €7Y

Peshaps he can hear my heart over the noises of the fise-
Don t scream. Get ready
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The savage moved forward so that you could only see um
from the watst down That was the butt of his spear Now you
could see him from the knee down Don’t scream

A hesd of pigs came squealing out of the greenery behind
the savage and rushed away into the forest. Birds were
screamung, mice shricking, and a little hopping thing came
under the mat and cowered

Five yards away the savage stopped, standing night by the
thicket, and crted out Ralph drew his feet up and crouched
The stake was 10 hus hands, the stake sharpened at both ends,
the stake that vibsated so wildly, that grew long, short, hight,
keavy, light agam

The ululation spread from shore to shore The savage
Lnelt down by the edge of the thiclet, and there wete lights
flickening m the forest behuad him You could see a koee
disturb the mould. Now the other Two hands A spear

A face.

‘The savage peered 1nto the obscurity beneath the thicket
You could tell that he saw light on thus side and on that, but
00t 10 the suddle - there In the muddle was a blob of datk
and the savage wrinkled up lus face, trying to decipher the
datkness

The seconds lengthened, Ralph was looking straight 1ato
the savage’s eyes

Don’t scream

You'll get back

Now he’s seen you He’s making sure A stich sharpened

Ralph screamed, a scream of fright and anger and despera
tion His legs strughtened, the screams became continuous
and foaming He shot forward, busst the thicket, was 1n the

open, screamung, snathing, bloody He swung the stake and
the savage tumbled over, but there wete others coming to
wards him, crying out He swerved as a speac flew past and
then was silent, trunmng All at once the lights fiichering
ahead of hum merged together, the roar of the forest rose to
thunder and a tall bush directly 15 hus path bucst ato a great
fan shaped flame, He swung to the night, running desperately
fast, with the heat beating on hts left stde and the fire racing
forward like a tide “The nlulation rose behind him and spread
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along, a sertes of short sharp cries, the sighting call A brown
figure showed up at his nght and fell away They were all
running, all crying out madly He could hear them crashing 18
the undergrowth and on the left was the hot, bright thundet
of the fire He forgot his wounds, lus hunger and thirst, and
became fear, hopeless fear on flying feet, rushing through the
forest towards the open beach Spots jumped before Tus eyes
and turned nto red circles that expanded quickly tall they
passed out of sight Below lum, someone’s legs were getung
tired and the desperate ululation advanced Itke a jagged froge
of menace and was almost overhead

He stumbled over a root and the cry that pursued hum rose
even higher He saw a shelter burst mnto flames and the fire
flapped at hus right shoulder and there was the ghtter of watet
Then he was down, rolling over and over 1a the warm sand,
crouching with arm up to ward off, trying to cry for mercy

and looked

and above
gold

He staggered to his feet, tensed for mote tetrors,
up at a huge peaked cap It was a white topped cap,
the green shade of the peak was a erown, an anchof,
foliage He saw white dnill, epaulettes, a revolver, 2 10V o
gilt buttons down the front of 2 uniform

A naval officer stood on the sand, looking down at Ralph
1n wary astonishment On the beach behind him was 2 cuttes,
her bows hauled up and held by two ratings In the steft
sheets another rating held a sub machime gun.

‘The ululation faltered and died away

The officer looked at Ralph doubtfully for 2 momeat, then
took his hand away from the butt of the revolver

“Hullo n
Sq a little, of hus filthy app: ¢, Ralp
answered shyly
‘Hullo *
The officer nodded, as 1f a question had been answered.
th you®’

“Are there any adults — any grown ups w1

Dumbly, Ralph shook his head He tumed a half pace off
the sand A semicirele of little boys, these bodies streaked wI "
coloured clay, sharp sticks in their hands, were standing O

the beach making no noise at all
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‘Fun and games,’ said the officge

The fite reached the coconut palms by the beach and swal
lowed them noisily A flame, seemingly detached, swung ltke
an acrobat and licked up the palm heads on the platform ‘The
sky was black

The officer grinned cheerfully at Ralph

‘We saw your smoke What have you been dotng? Having
2 wat or something ?°

Ralph nodded

The officer inspected the little scarecrow m front of hum
‘The hud needed a bath, 2 hair cut, a nose wipe and a good deal
of ountment

“Nobody killed, T hope? Any dead bodies?”

‘Only two And they’ve gone.”

The officer leaned down and looked closely at Ralph

“Two? Killed?’

Ralph nadded agata Behund hum, the whole tsland was
shuddening with flame. The officer hnew, as a rule, when
people wete telling the truth He whustled softly

Other boys were appeating now, tiny tots some of them,
brown, with the distended bellies of small savages One of
tb?; ca!inc close to the officer and looked up

m, Trm = °

But there was no more to come Percival Wemys Madison
sought 1n lus head for an wncantation that had faded clean
away

‘The officer turned bach to Ralph.

“We'll take you off How many of you ase there?’

Ralph shook lus head. The officer looked past hum to the
group of painted boys

“Who's boss here?*

‘I'am,” sad Ralph loudly

A little boy who wore the femams of an extraordinary
black eap on his red hair and who catried the remams of a parr
of spectacles at hus wasst, started forward, then changed tus
mind and stood sull,

“We saw your smoke. And you don’t hnow how many of
you there are??

‘No, sir*



192 LORD OF THE FLIES

I should have thought,” said the officer as he visualized the
seatch before him, ‘I should have thought that a pack o
Butish boys — you’re all British aren’t you? — would have been
able to put up a better show than that - 1 mean-"

¢It was like that at first,” said Ralph, *before things -’

He stopped.

“We were together then ~’ N

The officer nodded helpfully.

“I know. Jolly good show. Like the Coral Island.”

Ralph looked at him dumbly. Fora moment he hada flectios
pictute of the strange glamour that had once invested the
beaches. But the 1sland was scorched up ke dead wood =
Simon was dead — and Jack had. ... The tears began to flow
and sobs shook him., He gave himself up to ‘them now for the
first time on the island; great, shuddering spasms of gaicf that
seemed to wrench ks whole body. His votce 105 under the
black smoke before the burning wireckage of the 1sland; and
infected by that emotion, the other Little boys began to ake
and sob too. And 1 the middle of them, with filthy bO‘}Y'
matted hair, and unwiped nose, Ralph wept for the end of in-
nocence, the darkness of ‘man’s heart, and the fall through the
air of the true, wise friend called P1ggy.

The officer, surrounded by these noises,
Ittle embarrassed. He turned away to give them time t0 P
themselves together; and waited, allowing his eyes 10 sest o
the trim crutser in the distance.
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<was moved and
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